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'Israel wants to get rid of Arab League* 

BEIRUT (R) — The head of the Arab League was quoted on 
Friday as saying Israel was dying to do away with the 22<-membcr 
league and become “sole master” of the Middle East League 
Secretary -General Esraat Abdul-Meguid also told the Beirut daily 
Ai Saftr during a three-day visit to Lebanon that the organisation 
was so short of funds that it lacked the money to pay next month's 
salaries. "Israel is working hard to eliminate the Arab League and 
replace it with a Middle East league... she will not accept that 
Arabs gather without her any more," Dr. Abdul Meguid said. 
"She is a major party in the region now and wants to strip the Arab 
League of its Arab identity,” he added. "This is the origin of its 
vwpr on the Arab League, because h wants to be the centre of a new 
institution with an unclear identity so that the impression will be 
that Israel is the Middle East. "Israel is trying to change the 
identity of the region and impose itself as the sole master because 
it always feels that it is a foreign body in die region.” Asked if the 
Arab League had the money to pay its salaries for next month, he 
replied: “No, the league survives on a month -to- month basis.” 
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Geagea case witness alleges torture 

BEIRUT (AFP) — The main witness in a trial of former warlord 
Samir Geagea dramatically changed his evidence on Friday saying 
he had been tortured to confess to taking part in the bombing of a 
church which killed I ] people. Gerges Khoury told the court that 
"the army intelligence services wrung the confession out of me 
under torture. They beat me until blood ran from my mouth and 
my feet. They stopped me lying down for 43 days." He had told 
police initially that he and four members of the former Christian 
militia group' the Lebanese Forces (LF) h eased by Mr. Geagea 
had taken part in the attack in February 19^4. He said they had 
also been working for the Israeli secret services, Mr. Khoury abo 
denied knowing where the LF h ea d q uarters were, where he had 
alleged that the attack was planned. "I was taken there during the 
military investigation.” He further denied knowing Mr. Geagea 
and his right-hand man Fuad. Malek, who are the main defendants 
in (he trial. The hearing was adjourned until Monday following 
Mr. Khoury’s statement at the request of the prosecutor general in 
order to prepare a new line of questioning. 
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OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Palestine lead- 
er Yasser Arafat on Friday 
rejected an Israeli proposal 
that as a step towards ex- 
panding Palestinian self-rule 
he stan running the West 
Bank town of Jenin while 
Israeli troops remain there. 

However, a senior Palesti- 
nian negotiator said the 
Palestine Liberation Organ is- 
tion (PLO) was ready to com- 
promise and accept a gradual 
Israeli troop withdrawal from 
West Bank towns, signalling 
an end to the months-long 
impasse in the Israel-PLO 
autonomy talks. 

Also Friday, the militant 
group Hamas threatened re- 
prisals against Palestinian 
security forces if more Hamas 
supporters were arrested in 
die Gaza Strip (see page 12). 

“He (Israeli Wine Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Rabin) says to me 
‘come and take die munici- 
pality of Jenin’," Mr. Arafat 
told a congregation in a Gaza 
mosque in his first public 
reaction to the latest Israeli 
proposal 

“I say ‘do you think I am a 
mukhtar (village headman)?' 
I said to him 'no'. 

Mr. Rabin said after talks 
with Mr. Arafat on Thursday 
he had offered the PLO 


chairman control of municip- 
al and economic affairs in 
Jenin, but Israeli troops 
would remain in the town. 

The prime minister said 
Mr. Arafat had shown lirtle 
enthusiasm for the proposal. 
The PLO leader is deman- 
ding a speedy Israeli troop 
redeployment in the West 
Bank before Palestinian elec- 
tions, the stalled next stage of 
their 1993 peace deal. 

Israel has demanded that 
Mr- Arafat prove he can pre- 
vent attacks against Israelis, 
and punish those behind 
them, 35 a condition for ex- 
panding his administration 
beyond the Gaza Strip and 
West Bank enclave of 
Jericho. 

**I was controlling this 
municipality (Jenin) from 
Tunisia, from Egypt — from 
wherever because we are one 
people." Mr. Arafat said in 
the mosque. 

“And I said to him 'no — 
we have agreed to implement 
the declaration of principles 
and it was supposed to stan 
with redeployment (and) the 
elections last July 1 ,” Mr. 
Arafat said. 

He described his Thursday 
meeting with Mr. Rabin at 
the Israel-Gaza border as dif- 
ficult. 


"I wanted them to answer 
a question: Do you want to 
wimdraw or not?. But he 
(Rabin) did not reply." 

Israel announced on 
Thursday an easing of its 
closure of the Gaza Strip and 
West Bank, a first payback to 
Mr. Arafat for moving 
against militants. 

“We agreed that starting 
next week we will allow 
10,000 workers from Gaza lo 
enter Israel and 5,000 from 
(the West Bank)." Mr. Rabin 
said. 

The number represented 
only a quarter of the 60,000 
Palestinians barred from 
their jobs since two suicide 
bombers killed 21 Israelis at a 
bus stop in central Israel on 
January 22. 

Mr. Rabin, however, held 
out the prospect of progress 
towards holding Palestinian 
elections and moving Israeli 
troops out of towns in the 
West Bank. 

Noting that the Palestinian 
self-rule authority had begun 
to act against the militants, 
Mr. Rabin told reporters 
peace talks would be •'inten- 
sified,” and he would meet 
the PLO leader again in four 
weeks time. 

Palestinian security offi- 
cials recently rounded up 


several dozen known mili- 
tants and set up a military 
court to try them. 

Mr. Arafat met Thursday 
evening and Friday morning 
with diplomats from the Un- 
ited States, Russia and 
Europe and asked them to 
exert pressure on Israel, said 
.Arafat aide Marwan Kanafa- 
ni. 

Still, the Palestinians sent 
out fresh signals that they 
were ready to compromise. 

Senior negotiator Ahmad 
Qouriea. the economics 
minister, said Friday that the 
Palestinians would settle for a 
gradual, rather than a simul- 
taneous troop pullout as long 
as it was accompanied by a 
timetable and did not Last 
longer than three months. 

Nir. Arafat proposed to 
Mr. Rabin Last week that 
troops pull out of one West 
Bank city as a test while the 
two sides negotiated the 
overall withdrawal plan, the 
Israeli daily Haaretz said Fri- 
day. 

Israeli Foreign Minister 
Shimon Peres, who reported- 
ly came up with "Jenin first." 
said Friday that while Mr. 
Arafat was not enthusiastic, 
"he didn’t rule out what we 
proposed." 

The Israelis apparently 


chose Jenin because there are 
no Jewish settlements near it. 
Media reports in recer.t 
weeks have said that an 
Israeli troop withdrawal 
would likely start in Jenin 
and Bethlehem, south of 
Jerusalem. 

Mr. Arafat and Mr. Peres 
will meet in Paris this 
weekend 2 t a symposium on 
the future of the Middle East. 

Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Amr Musa, another key play- 
er in the Middle Ear. peace 
process, will also be at the 
symposium which iasis from 
Saturday until Monday at the 
headquarters of the ’United 
Nations Educational. Scien- 
tific and Cultural Organisa- 
tion. 

Mr. Arafat and Mr. Peres 
will only have time icr a brief 
meeting during the opening 
session of the conference and 
at a dinner given by French 
Prime Minister Edouard Bal- 
lad ur in the Louvre Eater on 
Saturday. 

The PLO leader, due to 
arrive in Paris Saturday, is 
expected to hold talks with 
Mr. Balladur. Foreign Minis- 
ter Mr. Alain Juppe and 
President Francois Mitter- 
rand. 

(Continued on page 7i 
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Rabin to win elections 
against divided right 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
would .win general, elections 
today against two right-wing 
candidates, according to an 
opinion poll published Fri- 
day. Mr. Rabin garnered 41 
per cent support against 33 
per cent for his leading rival, 
Benjamin Netanyahu, leader 
of the right-wing opposition 
Likud Party. Far-right 
Tsomet Party chief Rafael 
Eytan took 14 per cent in the 
survey for the Yedior Ahar- 
onot newspaper. Another 12 
per cent voiced no opinion. 
Recent polls had put Mr. 
Netanyahu ahead but did not 
include Eytan, a former milit- 
ary chief of staff. Mr. Eytan 
announced his intention to 
run in the 1996 elections if 
the right fails to unite behind 
a single candidate. The 
Dahaf institute questioned 
508 Israelis on Wednesday 
and Thursday. ' 

Israeli soldier wounded 
in mine blast 

MARJAYOUN (AP) — An 
Israeli soldier was seriously 
wounded Friday when he 
stepped on a land mine 
planted in an occupied bor- 
der enclave In South Leba- 
non, security sources said. 
The sources said the soldier 
was on foot patrol near the 
village of Aishiyeh in the 
central sector of the enclave 
Israel calls a “security zone*’ 
when he stepped on the mine 
at 3:15 p.m. (1315 GMT). It 
could not be determined 
w'hether the mine was 
planted by guerrillas or the 
Israelis themselves, the 
sources said. Earlier Friday, 
Israeli helicopter gunships 
strafed the bluffs of Adu 
R ashed overlooking east 
Lebanon's Bekaa Valley with 
machine-gun fire, apparently 
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believing guerrillas were on 
level ^ the move in the area, the 
sources said. They said the 
Lasty* 3 ^ helicopters also fired four air- 
Cot# 1 # to-ground missiles on Abu 
Sha^J tfjj) hashed. There ?— 
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was no im- 
mediate word on casualties. 


^p^lsrael threatens to close 

issue ^Palestinian ministry 


King guest of honour 
at Denmark summit 


By Erik Rasmussen 
Special to the Jordan Times 

COPENHAGEN — His 
Majesty King Hussein will be 
the most prominent foreign 
visitor coming to Denmark 
during the U.N. World Sum- 
mit for Social Development 
to be convened in the 
Copenhagen capital in 
March. 

“This will be reflected at 
the summit’s official state 
dinner at the royal palace by 
the seating of the Jordanian 
Monarch next to Her Majesty 
the Queen of Denmark who 
presides over the dinner with 
His Royal Highness Prince 
Consort Henri,” confirms the 
royal protocol chief, Soeren 
Haslund. 

Mr. Haslund, who cooper- 
ates with the Lord Chamber- 
lain’s Office in arranging the 
royal dinner party, points to 
the fact that of the attending 
128 heads of states King Hus- 
sein has been in the reign of 
power for the longest period 
and this, as well as the Jorda- 
nian constitutional status of a 


monarchy, makes the seating 
arrangement lo the left of 
Queen Marjgrethe II obvious. 
Also taken into consideration 
is the first planned official 
visit of the Danish royal 
house to Jordan which will 
take place Oct. 18 to 20. 

Other outstanding Middle 
East participants in the U.N. 
summit will be Algerian Pres- 
ident Liamine Zeroual, Emir 
Jaber Al Ahmad Al Sabah of 
Kuwait and Lebanese Presi- 
dent Elias Hrawi. Also 
attending the summit will be 
Russian President Boris Yelt- 
sin and U.S. Vice-President 
Ai Gore. 

German Chancellor Hel- 
mut Kohl, President Francois 
Mitterrand of France. 
Chinese Premier Li Peng and 
his Japanese counterpart 
Tomiichi Murayama as welt 
as South African President 
Nelson Mandela will also 
attend the summit in the 
Danish capital, which thus 
will host the largest concen- 
tration of world leaders 

(Continued on page 7) 


Russia, Chechens 
extend truce deadline 


rhr , iGAZA CITY (AFP) - 
niaii" ^wtfhrael has threatened to shut 
9“ “v/down the offices of the 



. f jts^^estinian information and 
a 0* , Ja^ ture ™™stry in Ramallah 
^^n^^^ainiing they violate the 
autonomy accords, Israel 
^5s*2*adio reported Friday. "This 
5 tuf» jjje Wpg ver y dangerous” Informa- 
■ion and Culture Minister 
fasser Abed Rabbo told 
; >\FP» "It means that Israel 
franc to scrap signed agree- 




re ? ' 1 w agrcw- 

i t jn* iei,ls and not just delay their 
uflUP nplementation. "Responsi- 
i&v' ility for education and cut- 
ire were totally devolved to 
le Palestinian Authority.” 


SLEPTSOVSK, Russia 
(Agencies) — Russian and 
Chechen military leaders 
agreed on Friday to extend 
until Sunday a ceasefire 
which had been due to expire 
at midnight, Chechen chief of 
staff Aslan Maskhadov said. 

Speaking after four hours 
of talks in this settlement in 
the Ingushi region bordering 
Chech enya, Mr. Maskhadov 
said the two sides had failed 
to agree on an exchange of 
their dead and prisoners at 
noon (0900 GMT) on Satur- 
day. 

Instead, they would simply 
exchange lists of prisoners in 
the Chechen capital Grozny 
on Saturday, he said. 

Shamil Basayev, a re- 
nowned commander on the 
Chechen separatist side, told 
reporters: “Today was 
another day without righting 
and without bloodshed. It is a 
success.” 

Contracting Mr. Basayev’s 
remarks, Interfax news agen- 
cy said in a report from Groz- 
ny that there had been an 
exchange of shell and tank 
fire south of the Chechen 
capital overnight. 

Suggesting the talks had 
involved hard bargaining, 
Mr. Maskhadov told repor- 
ters: “Russia is pulling the 
blanket its way but we have 
chosen the right way. They 
are the aggressor. They just 
want to show the whole world 


they are a humane country." 

There was no immediate 
comment from General 
Anatoly Kulikov, the head of 
the Russian delegation and 
commander of the Russian 
military operation in 
Cbechenya. The Russian 
negotiators flew off from the 
talks by helicopter. 

In Grozny, Russian forces 
captured the elder brother of 
Chechen President Dzhokhar 
Dudayev, the ITAR-TASS 
news agency reported. Mr. 
Dudayev has already lost a 
son, who was killed in the 
fighting last month. 

Mr. Maskhadov said mean- 
while that political talks 
should replace the military' 
talks. 

“Military men did not start 
this war. Politicians started it 
and only they can end it,” he 
said. Field commanders 
could not bear the whole 
responsibility for the nine- 
week war, he said. 

Ingush Deputy President 
Boris Agapov, who was host- 
ing the talks, backed Mr. 
Maskhadov’s appeal. “It's up 
to the politicians now,” he 
said. 

Mr. Maskhadov criticised 
Russian President Boris Yelt- 
sin for refusing to meet with 
Mr. Dudayev face to face. 
“Wc have our own govern- 
ment and president elected 

(Continued on page 7) 


Fahd to mediate row, 
but Doha is sceptical 


RIYADH (AFP) — King 
Fahd of Saudi Arabia is to 
resume his mediation on a 
border dispute between fel- 
low Gulf Arab monarchies 
Bahrain and Qatar, an offi- 
cial spokesman here 
announced on Friday. 

But Qatar, which has its 
own border dispute with 
Saudi Arabia, expressed 
scepticism over the chances 
of success for Saudi media- 
tion, which has already drag- 
ged on for two decades. 

“The Saudi monarch 
favours a resumption of 
mediation efforts between 
Bahrain and Qatar and is 
determined to make every 
effort needed to reach a set- 
tlement... preserving the 
rights of both parties." the 
Saudi spokesman said. 

Saudi Arabia would con- 
tact both countries to restart 
its mediation. 

In Doha, Qatari Crown 
Prince Hamad Ben Khalifa 
Al Thani said the dispute was 
"a complex affair, not as 
simple as the peoples of the 
Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) imagine." 

“We have entrusted Saudi 
Arabia with the case for 
around 20 years, since well 
before the creation of the 
GCC,” which groups all 
three countries with Kuwait, 
Oman and the United Arab 
Emirates, he said. 

“Now, we are concentrat- 
ing on the means to settle this 
conflict within the framework 
of the International Court of 
Justice," the crown prince 
told the official Qatari News 
Agency (QNA). 

Bahrain on Thursday 
agreed to seek Saudi media- 
tion to resolve its land dis- 


pute with Qatar after Doha 
offered to withdraw its re- 

J iuest for a ruling from the 
ntemational Court of Justice 
in The Hague. 

Sheikh Hamad said 
Wednesday that his country 
could withdraw its request 
from the World Court to rule 
on the territorial dispute if a 
settlement could be reached 
through Saudi mediation. 

Earlier the same day, the 
court said it was competent to 
rule on the dispute — a 
judgement described by- 
Qatari representative Najib 
Al Nawimi as “a victory and 
a first step towards a peaceful 
settlement of the case." 

On Friday Bahrain wel- 
comed the Saudi offer to 
resume mediation. 

Bahrain's crown prince, 
Sheikh Hamad Ben Isa Ai 
Khalifa, said: "The State of 
Bahrain affirms its full readi- 
ness for a constructive re- 
sponse to this gracious initia- 
tive." 

Amid the scepticism over a 
Saudi role. Mr. Nawimi 
warned Friday that if Bahrain 
refused to accept a verdict 
from the World Court, which 
he said could take up to three 
years, Qatar would take the 
dispute to the U.N. Security 
Council. 

“In case one of the two 
parties refuses to abide by a 
decision of the court, the 
other party has the right to 
rake recourse to the Security 
Council to force ir to abide." 

Qatar claims the Ha war 
Islands, and wants demarca- 
tion of underwater archipela- 
go boundaries. Zubarah. 
pearl-diving areas and fishing 
grounds and all matters con- 
cerning maritime boundaries. 


j -rriDAV PRAYERS: His Majesty King Hussein several other princes. Prime Minister Sharif | 
j attends Friday prayers held at Aisha Umm Al Zeid Ben Shaker, Speaker of the Upper House 
j Moumineen mosque in the Abdoun area, of Parliament Ahmad Al Lawzi, the King’s 
! Attending the prayers with His Majesty were advisors, the Crown Prince’s special advisor 
| also His Royal Highness Prince Abdullah, and senior civil and military officials (Petra )j 

Juppe warns Egypt against 
raising stakes in nuclear row 

PARIS J Agencies, — French 
Foreign Minister Alain Juppe 
on Fncay warned Egypt not 
!o raise the stakes in its nuc- 
lear ro* with Israel prior to 
talks here between Israeli 
and Egyptian counterparts 
Shimon Peres and Amr 
Musa. 

As both ministers prepared 
along with Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat to take part in 
a Paris symposium on the 
Middle East, Mr. Juppe 
advised Cairo norto “raise 
the stakes” over the nuclear 
issue after Egypt made its 
non-nuclear engagement con- 
ditional on Israel's own. 

Mr. Juppe said France 
attached "great importance" 
to the extension of the nuc- 
lear Non-Proliferation Treaty 
(NPT). and said he would tell 
Mr. Musa not to "raise the 
stakes so that the NPT can be 
renewed.” 

Mr. Juppe said after meet- 
ing with Nir. Musa they both 
shared "the same concern ab- 
out the peace process which 
is in a difficult, if not critical 
phase." 

Mr. Musa told the press 
after his talks that Israel's 


Great demand for Fastlink 

Service starts in summer 1995 


THE JORDAN Mobile 
Telephone Service (Fast- 
lin) has been receiving in- 
creasing requests for re- 
servation or mobile tele- 
phone lines. There is a 
great demand for this ser- 
vice because people have 
become aware of the effi- 
ciency of the new service 
which will enable subscri- 
bers to perform their duties 
effectively. In its serious 
endeavours to put the new 
service into operation, the 
company will do its best to 
switch on the new service in 
the summer of 1995, in- 
stead of the October dead- 
line of 1995, set by the 
Telecommunications " Cor- 
poration. 

The new service costs a 
subscriber JD 100 as re- 
coverable insurance, JD 70 


as an operation fee payable I 
one rime, in addition to a | 
monthly subscription of 
JD 21. Telephone call rates ' 
will range between 245 fils 
per minute during the day 
to 140 fils per minute a*: 
night. Rates of telephone 
calls made from one mobile 
telephone to another 
mobile telephone will 
range between 185 fils dar- 
ing "daytime and 100 fils a: 
night. Frequent users who 
will use this service fre- 
quently and continuously 
will get special discounts oh 
both day and night rates. 

In view of the high turn- 
out and the great demand 
for thft service, the Jordan 
Mobile Telephone Service 
has decided to expand the 
existing network. 


refusal to join the NPT would 
have "serious repercussions'' 
in the region. 

“In our view Israel will 
have to join the NPT,” Mr. 
Musa told the press here after 
talks with Mr. Juppe, adding: 
"If they can move forward, 
it will be good for the region, 
if they don't it will very much 
adversely affect the regional 
climate." 

He said that France 
“understands perfectly well 
the various dimensions of this 
issue, which is about the 
Israeli nuclear programme." 

He added, however, that 
"relations between Egypt 
and Israel continue to be 
relations of peace and there’s 
no going back on this." 

Mr. Peres said after his 
talks with Mr. Juppe that the 
Israeli government was trying 
to avoid a crisis with Egypt 
over the non-proliferation 
pact. 

"We are looking for solu- 
tions to the problem because 
Egypt spearheads the peace 
process in the Middle East." 

Mr. Peres said he was like- 
ly to meet with Mr. Musa late 
Friday. 


Mr. Juppe had made prop- 
osals concerning the Israeli- 
Palesrinian peace talks which 
he had appreciated, Mr. 
Peres added but did not 
elaborate. 

"There are quite a few 
problems but we are making 
progress," he added. 

Mr. Peres said talks on 
Palestinian elections should 
be held as soon as possible. 

Several Arab countries, 
especially Syria, have long 
demanded Israel sign up to 
the Non-Proliferation Treaty, 
which comes up for renewal 
in April. 

Israeli Premier Yitzhak 
Rabin recently accused Egypt 
of pursuing an "anti-Israeli 
line" over the issue. 

Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak accused Israel on 
Thursday of launching a new 
campaign against Cairo as a 
smokescreen to block any 
moves to settle differences 
over the Jewish state’s nuc- 
lear programme. 

The two countries have en- 
gaged in a growing war of 
words over Israel's nuclear 

(Continued on page 7) 
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once 
always in touch 

Jordan Mobite Telephone Services halstarted accepting applications . / 
for pre-regishration for the cellular telephone servi cefasliink'. * 

LINES ARE LIMITED! To guarantee b;celiula connection, fill out an application 
and pay a refundable deposit of JD TOOat any of the locations listed below. 

To ensure your line, don’t delay , apply today! 


You may apply, pay your deposit, or pick up a brochure with detailed 
information, at any of the following locations; 

forte Grand Hotel 

JMTS HeadquOtieiSt Located in Umm-Jthaina 

across Irom the San-Rock Hotel. 

United insurance Company: Salt sheet 

Sisharat Tours Corporation: Jabal Amman/ inside Intercontfoonfal Hotel 

Zarka Chamber of Commerce 

VoIyo car dealer: Muhatc 

JVTC: Shmeisani / Grindays Bank Center 


Deadline forapplicaiions: 20/ 2/1995 


let $63750 Fax: 863770 
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British team off I UNHRC criticises Israel 


to Iraq seeking 
business chances 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A group of Brit- 
ish businessmen headed for 
Baghdad on Friday, joining 
the stepped up flow of inter- 
national traders into the Iraqi 
capital amid expectations 
that the U.N. sanctions im- 
posed on that country are on 
their way to be eased if not 
lifted altogether. 

The 20-member group, 
which arrived here Wednes- 
day, is expected to spend 
about a week in Iraq, meet- 
ing government officials and 
private sector businessmen. 

Stephan Crouch of the 
British Middle East Interests 
Group said the visit was 
mostly aimed at gathering 
“market intelligence" that 
would allow the businessmen 
to update themselves about 
the situation in Iraq. 

“There are many such 
groups visiting Iraq," Mr. 
Crouch told the Jordan 
Times. 

Some members of the 
group, whose visit has been 
cleared by the British govem-- 
ment — one of the most 
ardent opponents of any eas- 
ing or lifting of the sanctions 
against Iraq — were expected 
to return to Amman in four' 
or five days while others 
might extend their visit to 
include areas beyond Bagh- 
dad. 

The identities of the 
businessmen have not been 
disclosed because of what 
Reuter described as possible 
adverse publicity in Britain. 
But they were from a 30- 
member British business 
team which held talks in Am- 
man on British-Jordanian 
trade and industrial opportu- 
nities. 

The team's visit to Iraq was 
announced in January after 
the British government 
allowed it to go ahead with it. 

Mr. Crouch said the British 
Middle East Interests Group, 
which he represents, was not 
directly involved in the visit 
to Iraq although some of the 
visitors are linked to the 
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businessmen are already in 
the Iraqi capital ahead-ofthe 
group which left Friday. 
"What British companies 


are concerned about with 
Iraq is that they are losing 
touch with who really runs 
the country," Mr. Crouch 
was quoted as saying by Reu- 
ters. 

"The companies simply 
want to keep in touch and 
appraise what future require- 
ments might be," said Mr. 
Crouch, in an apparent refer- 
ence to expectations that the 


four-year-old sanctions 
against Iraq could be eased or 
lifted soon. 

Food and medicine are ex- 
empt from the sanctions, 
and, as such, some of the 
British businessmen who rep- 
resent the sugar and phar- 
maceutical industry might 
sign deals during the visit. 

Others in the group in- 
cluded representatives of wa- 
ter and agriculture sectors. 

Immediate prospects of 
any international company 
Securing huge contracts from 
Iraq even if the sanctions 
were to be lifted soon are 
unclear. 

Many market analysts be- 
lieve that the Iraqi govern- 
ment would not have enough 
funds to launch any large- 
scale reconstruction from oil 
revenues. Mandatory U.N. 
resolutions call for the 
appropriation by the U.N. of 
nearly 40 per cent of Iraq’s 
income from oil exports — as 
and when allowed — to be 
channelled to a war repara- 
tions fund and to pay for 
U.N. costs of monitoring the 
ceasefire that ended the war 
over Kuwait in 1991. 

“If the sanctions were to be 
eased or lifted tomorrow, it is 
unlikely that there would be 
massive business in non- 
essential items or medium- 
level consumer products," 
said a Jordanian trader who 
has had extensive experience 
in dealing with Iraq. 

"There would be a signifi- 
cant amount of imports of 
foodstuffs into Iraq as the 
country would seek to rebuild 
its strategic reserves before 
going to other sectors of the 
market,” said the business- 
man, who preferred to re- 
main anonymous. 

Mr. Crouch conceded as 
. mucb. He told Reuter that 
initially at least Iraq would be 
a “spare-parts market." 

French, German and Ita- 
lian companies lead the inter- 
European competition for 
business with Iraq. Hundreds 
of businessmen from these 
countries visited Baghdad in 
1994. 

- Many Third World coun- 
tries, particularly those which 
sympathised with Iraq during 
the Gulf crisis, have also sent 
trade delegations to the coun- 
try after the end of the war 
over Kuwait. 

Iraqi officials have repe- 
atedly said that the Baghdad 
government would give pre- 
ference in post-sanctions 
trade to countries which 
helped Iraq after the war by 
releasing Iraqi assets and - 
helping Iraq secure essential 
items through deferred pay- 
ment facilities. 


GENEVA (AP) — The U.N. 
Human Rights Commission 
(UNHRC) decided Friday to 
end 28 years of scrutiny of 
violations in South Africa, 
but reiterated its annual cri- 
ticism of Israel. 

The 53-nation body unani- 
mously agreed to drop South 
Africa from its future agen- 
da, and thanked two special 
working groups for efforts to 
“eliminate apartheid in South 
Africa and to establish^ non- 
rarial and democratic socie- 
ty." 

‘The commission has to- 
day closed an important 
chapter in its history," said 
Chief South African delega- 
tion Riaan Eksteen. “It is a 
chapter that neither South 
Africa nor the commission 
hopes to reopen." 

The nation's first all-race 
elections were held last 
April, resulting in a majority 
for the African National Con- 
gress (ANC). 

Condemnation of 'racial 
discrimination in South Afri- 
ca occupied a large chunk of 
the commission's annual six- 
week session ever since the 


country was placed under 
special scrutiny in 1967. 1 

For years it shared the slot 
of most criticised nation with 
Israel. Thanks to the de- 
veloping country majority on 
the commission, many Afri- 
can and Arab nations with 
poor human rights records 
escaped attention. 

That has slowly changed, 
with investigations into 
alleged abuses in countries 
like Iran. Iraq. Zaire and 

Sudan. However, the com- 
mission's agenda is still 


shaped as much by politics as 
by human rights concerns. 

China, for instance, has 
managed to block any critic- 
ism of its abuses, and Russia 
is likely to escape this year 
with a mild rebuke for it^ 
bombings in Chechen va. 

On a packed day of voting, 
a resolution welcoming prog- 
. ress in the Middle East peace 
process received unanimous 
backing. 

“After almost 50 years of 
hostility, a peace of the brave 
is being crafted before our 
eyes," said U.S. delegate 
Stanley Plesent. “We have 


started down the road to hu- 
man dignity. That progress is 
reflected in this resolution," 
be added. The United States, 
Russia and Norway put for- 
ward the motion. 

A U.N. special investiga- 
tor, former Swiss Foreign 
Minister Rene Felbei, earlier 
this month said his mandate 
should end because progress 
in the peace process was 
more important than ritual 
condemnation of Israel which 
was ignored by the Tel Aviv 
government. 

However, other commis- 
sion decisions were little 
changed from previous years. 

It voted by 27-1 in favour 
of a proposal by Arab coun- 
tries demanding Israel stop 
violations and withdraw from 
the occupied Palestinian ter- 
ritories, including Jerusalem. 
The United States voted 
against. There were 22 ab- 
stentions, including Euro- 
pean nations. 

A resolution demanding 
Israeli withdrawal from the 
Syrian Golan Heights was 
passed by 25-1 with 23 ab- 
stentions. 


U.S. to pay 

Italian bank 

$400m to 

settle Iraq 

claims 


Arab- American blames Israelis for 
mistreatment, Americans for apathy 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — Samih Jaber left 
Chicago last week with plans 
to spend time with family in 
his native Jerusalem. Instead, 
he was jailed four days and 
imrrogated with a hood over 
his head and hands tied be- 
hind his back, he says. 

The Israelis suspected Mr. 
Jaber and his cousin Moham- 
mad Barakat, like him a long-, 
time Chicago resident and 
naturalised U.S. citizen, of 
carrying cash for the Muslim 
fundamentalist Islamic Jihad. 
They were arrested upon 
arrival in the country Feb. 9. 

The group, opposed to 
peace talks and dedicated to 
Israel’s destruction, has 
claimed the suicide bombing 
that killed 20 soldiers and a 
civilian in central Israel on 
Jan. 22. 

In an interview with the 
Associated Press Thursday at 
his mother’s Jerusalem 
home; Mr. Jaber. who was " 
released Sunday without any 
charges' pressed,' saying the 
money he was carrying was 
meant to pay for a new addi- 
tion to his mother's house. 

He said he was happy to be 
leaving Israel and blamed 
U.S. officials for not doing 
enough to ease his plight. 

"It is the ambition of all 
Palestinians to come back 
and invest in their homeland 
after struggling (to make 
money) for so many years." 
said Mr. Jaber. "Unless., we 
are safe to come to this coun- 


try. there is no reason for us 
to come back." he added. 

A resident of Chicago for 
26 years. Mr. Jaber owns a 
supermarket and is chairman 
of the American-Arab Cham- 
ber of Commerce there. His 
wife, children and two grand- 
children also live in the city. 

He and Mr. Barkat were 
detained at Ben Gurion air- 
port neaT Tel Aviv upon 
arrival Feb. 9. earning a total 
of SI 53.475. 

Mr. Jaber said he was car- 
rying S 19.000 in cash and a 
check for S69.475 from a 
U.S. real estate sale he just 
closed. Mr. Barakat. 36. who 
owns an ice-cream parlor in 
Chicago, had S5.QG0 in cash 
and S60.00U in a check. 

The Israelis detained them 
for seven hours at the airport 
and "just kept asking about 
the money we had." Mr. 
Jaber said. 

Then they handcuffed the 
two men and took them to a 
prison in the southern coastal 
town of Ashkelon. where he 
was held for four days, and 
Mr. Barakat for seven. They 
are both now free without 
any charges pressed. 

Mr. Jaber complained U.S. 
consular officials did not try 
to help win their release. 

"1 put the blame on the 
American embassy most of 
all for not protecting Arab- 
Americans when they travel 
abroad." he said. "I was in 
jail for four days, my cousin 
for seven, and nobod v con- 


tacted me to ask what hap- 
pend or why. TTiis is bad." 

Liz Perez, a spokeswoman 
for the Lf.S. consulate in 
Jerusalem, said only that the 
consulate is aware of Mr. 
Jaber’s case but would not 
comment on his allegations. 

"The first two days were a 
nightmare." Mr. Jaber said, 
recalling his interrogation. 

He said a hood was placed 
over his head, and his hands 
were tied behind his back, 
handcuffed to a small, hard 
chair on which he sat. as loud 
music wailed in a cell a metre 
square. 

“The hood stunk. It stayed 
on my head all the time’ so 
that I could hardly breathe... 

I had to call them many times 
just to let some air into it 
because I have asthma." 

After two days. Mr. Jaber 
said he was transferred to 
another, slightly larger cell, 
where he remained until his 
release. 

"I never had such a terrible 
experience." he said. 

Mr. Jaber, who maintains 
he came with hopes of invest- 
ing in Palestinian housing 
projects, now has lost faith in 
Israeli-Palestinian rap- 
proachement. 

“I am a peaceful man and I 
am against any terrorist acts 
from” both sides. We were 
happy to see the peace pro- 
cess." he said. Now, "I am 
going back to the States as 
soon as 1 can. I don't want to 
stay here." 


vestigation by a federal pro- 
secutor concluded that Bush 


administration officials did 
not illegally arm Iraq through 
the agricultural export prog- 
ramme and that BNL’s top 
officials in Rome were not 
responsible for the fraud in 
Atlanta. 

That conclusion cleared 
the way for the settlement to 
reimburse BNL. 

"Now that the investiga- 
tion of BNL is complete, the 
(CCC) is honouring its 
guarantees," the Justice De- 
partment statement said. 


Europarliament rules out early accord on Turkey 


STRASBOURG (R) — The 
European Parliament on 
Thursday threw further 
doubt on European Union 
(EU) plans for a lucrative 
customs deal with Turkey, 
saying Ankara's human rights 
record was too poor for the 
deal to be allowed to go 
through. 

Europarliamentarians 
adopted a resolution describ- 
ing Turkey’s rights record as 
"too grave to allow for the 
formation of the proposed 
custom union at present." 

They said they would not 
approve a deal granting Tur- 
key access to EU markets 
unless they heard reports of 
progress in the human rights 
area. 

Under the Maastricht trea- 
ty, the parliament, the EU's 
only directly elected body, 
has the power to block deals 


such as die customs union. 

European Union foreign 
ministers have been working 
bard to agree a deal that 
would allow Greece, Tur- 
key’s long-time rival, to drop 
its veto of the customs union. 

In exchange for Athens 
lifting its objections, the EU 
would begin negotiations on 
EU membership with Cyprus 
six months after the end of 
the bloc’s review of its own 
future, which is due to begin 
next year. 

Greece is keen to see Cyp- 
rus, partitioned into Greek 
and Turkish communities 
since 1974, join the union. It 
has, however, been holding 
off lifting its veto, demanding 
various clarifications and 
concessions. 

The customs union, which 
foresees sharp two-way re- 
ductions in trade barriers by 


1996, would give Turkey 
some of the closest links to 
the EU of a non-member 
country and unblock as much 
as SI billion in aid. 

Thursday's move by the 
parliament means that even if 
Greece does lift its veto at a 
scheduled March* 6 meeting 
in Brussels, major hurdles 
still lie ahead. 

Euroj>arliamentarians 
have long been critical of 
Turkey’s human rights re- 
cord, particularly its treat-, 
ment of its Kurdish minority. 

In their resolution, they 
urged the Turkish govern- 
ment to reform the country’s 
constitution "to better 
guarantee the protection of 
democracy and human 
rights.” 

They said they would make 
approval of the customs un- 
ion conditional on interim 


progress reports. 

British socialist Pauline 
Green, who heads the assem- 
bly’s largest single political 
group, said on Tuesday that 
parliament should reconsider 
the question in September. 

EU member states have 
also raised the issue of human 
rights in Turkey, but tend to 
agree that helping Turkey 
economically is better than 
keeping it in the cold. 

“Isolating Turkey would 
not benefit the democratic 
forces but the trade must be 
linked to human rights." 
Swedish Foreign Minister 
Lena Hjelm-Wallen said on 
Wednesday after talks with 
her Turkish counterpart. 
Murat Karayalcin. 

Turkey's Islam-based Wel- 
fare Party (RP) said on 
Thursday the proposed cus- 
toms 'deal with Europe 
amounted to treason. 


Israeli police pelted with eggs 
while hunting for settler 


HEBRON, occupied West 
Bank (AFP) — Israeli police 
were shooed off with rotten 
eggs and buckets of water as 
they tried to arrest a settlers’ 
leader in the occupied West 
Bank on Friday. 

Baruch Maizel, a leader of 
the outlawed Kach move- 
ment. evaded house arrest on 
Wednesday to pray at the 
grave in nearby KyTiat Arba 
of Hebron mosque killer 
Barch Goldstein. 

Settlers kept six policemen 
at bay with rotten eggs and 
buckets of water to prevent 
them from arresting Mr. 
Marzei, who has a mobile 
phone and is constantly 
alerted of police movements. 

Ifolice left empty-handed. 

"I am not afraid of the 
police." Mr. Marzei told 
AFP after visiting the grave 


of the man he calls “holy" 
after murdering 30 people in 
a Hebron mosque last Feb- 
25. 


The grave is about five 
kilometres from the centre of 
Hebron, where Mr. Marzei 
lives. He had to go through at 
least three army posts to 
reach the settlement. 

“I went with some other 
people who are also under 
bouse arrest," be boasted, 
but refused to give their 
names. 


The anti- Arab Kach move- 
ment was outlawed after the 
massacre and a dozen of its 
leaders, including Mr. Mar- 
zei. were arrested for several 
months. All have since been 
released, although the move- 
ments of several are res- 
tricted. 
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De la Salle Church Tel. 661757 
Terrasaacta Church Tel: KC366 
Church oT the Amnmciatioa Tel. 
623541. 

Anglican Church Tel. 630851. Tel. 
628543. 

Armenian Catboflc Church Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Tci. 
775261. 

SL Ephraim Church Tel. 771751. 
Amman Inter na tio na l Church Td. 

652526. 

Evangelical Lutheran Church Tel: 
824328. 

German-speakint Evangelfe*! Con- 
gregation Td. 684195 
The Latter-Day Saints Td. 654932 
Church oT Nazarenc Tc I.675fc9 1. 
The Evanfcdkad Local Church to 
Amman 

Td. 811295 
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Yesterday's high temperatures; 
Amman 13. Aqaba 20 Humidity 
readings: Amman 65 per cent. 
Aqaba 50 per cent. 
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Uuccn Alia Iml. Airport 08-53200 
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Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology. 


CHURCHES 

„ of Nazareth Church 

i,' Tel. 810740 
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Skies will be partly cloudy with a 
chance of scattered showers and 
winds southeasterly moderate. In 
Aqaba, winds will be northerly 
moderate and seas calm. 


AMMAN: 
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Highway Police 

Traffic Police 

Pnbfic Security Department 

Hotel Complaints 
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Amman 5/14 
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Jordan Valley 10/21 
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Dr. Ali A! Shoqoiri 246140 

Alquds pharmacy (— ) 
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Amman Municipality 
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Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 
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Jordan Television 7731! I 

Radio Jordan 7741 11 
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Jordan Electricity Authority 
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AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 
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644281/6 
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642441/2 

JabaJ Amman Maternity .... 642362 
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Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muashcr Hospital 667227/9 
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Al-Muashcr Hospital 667227/9 
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This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
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5. where it should always be veri- 
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Dunn 
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15:00 New York, Amsterdam (Rjj 
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,7s » London, Berlin ( RJ) 

17:55 Frankfurt, Vienna (RJ) 

W<IS London. Aqaba <RJ) 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Europe has no role in Mideast peace talks- Hariri 


BEIRUT (R) — : Lebanon said on Friday the European 
Union (EU) has no significant role to play in Arab-Israsg 
peace talks. “Europe’s role in the Arab-Israeli talks is in- 
essential nor effective... the United States is the mam- 
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WASHINGTON (AP) — 
The U.S. government has 
agreed to pay $400 million to 
settle claims by a major Ita- 
lian bank whose Atlanta 
branch tunneled $5.5 billion 


power behind pushing the peace talks forward," P rim* 
Minister Rafik Hariri said. He was commenting to 


Minister Rafik Hariri said. He was commenting to 
Lebanese journalists on last week's tour of Syria, Israel 
Gaza and Lebanon by French Foreign Minister Alan 
Juppe at the head of an EU delegation seeking to puste; 
forward the Middle East peace process. 


in loans to Iraq in the years 
before the Gulf war, the Jus- 


Cyprus capital changes name to Lefkosia 


before the Gulf war, the Jus- 
tice Department announced 
Thursday. 

The money will be paid to 
settle the Italian bank’s claim 
for more than $450 million 
resulting from Iraq’s default 
on U.S. government- 
guaranteed loans with which 
Iraq bought a wide variety of 
American farm products. 

Iraq defaulted on the loans 
in August 1990 after it in- 
vaded Kuwait. Banca 
Nazionale del Lavoro (BNL), 
which is owned by the Italian 
government, and nine other 
banks that helped finance 
sales of U.S. farm commod- 
ities to Iraq filed claims for 
reimbursement under the 
Agriculture Department's 
export-credit guarantee prog- 
ramme. 

Now that guarantee prog- 
ramme, known as the Com- 
modity Credit Corporation, 
will pay BNL $400 million. 

Some Democratic lawmak- 
ers, led by Representative 
Henry B. Gonzalez of Texas, 
have alleged that Iraq used at 
least some of the money 
obtained under the CCC 
programme to develop its 
military and nuclear arsenals 
before it invaded Kuwait. 

Payment of BNL's claim 
had been held up for several 
years by a criminal investiga- 
tion of its Atlanta branch, 
which funnelled the $5.5 bil- 
lion in illegal loans to Iraq, 
the Justice Department noted 
in a statement. 

The former manager of the 
branch, Christopher Dro- 
goul, pleaded guilty to wire 
fraud and submitting false 
reports to bank regulators 
and was sentenced in Novem- 
ber 1993 to three years in 
prison. Several co-defendants 
also received prison terms. 

Last month, a lVi-year in- 


NICOSIA (R) — Nicosia, the capital of Cyprus, has-"' 
changed its name to Lefkosia as part of a campaign on the ‘ 
island- to standardise spellings of place names. The changed 
voted unanimously by the municipal council late on 
Thursday makes the spelling conform to the way the dtytf_ 
name is pronounced in Greek, Mayor Lellos Demetriades: 
said. “The government wants to standardise geographic^ 
names and Nicosia. . . is spelled as Lefkosia. I suggested that 
next to Lefkosia we have in brackets Nicosia to avoid 
confusion,” Mr. Demecriades told Reuters. The decision 
must be reviewed by the republic's council of ministers as a 
matter of routine. Mr. Demetriades said the council had 
held up the name change briefly to consider whether it- , 
might cause confusion with the Turkish name for the city, 
which is Lefkosha. 


Stop smoking U.S. cigarettes— Hizbollah 


BEIRUT (AFP) — The leader of the pro-Iranian Hizbol- 
lah movement in Lebanon, Sheikh Hassan Nasrallah, has : 
called for a boycott of U.S. cigarettes and luxury items.-. 
“We call on our people to boycott U.S. products which*- 
they can do without, such as cigarettes and luxury items..: 
because America is an economic market controlled* by giant : 
companies which control politics and the military,” he said. 
Sheikh Nasrallah denounced the United States as the “real * 
and principal enemy" of Islam and said the boycott should 
spread to other Arab and Muslim countries. He was 
speaking at a rally in the Bekaa Valley on Thursday niph t 
to commemorate the third anniversary of the death ofms 
predecessor Sheikh Abbas Mussawi. who was killed in an 
Israeli raid. Hizbollah ’s spiritual guide. Sheikh Mohammad 
Hussein FadJallah, issued a similar call for a boycott last 
month in retaliation for Washington’s decision to freeze 
U.S. assets of Muslim fundamentalist organisations and 
leaders. 


Dissident to be tried in Iran court 


TEHRAN (AFP) — A revolutionary court will try a 
nationalist opposition figure and former general who was 
arrested four months ago after he accused Iran of human 
rights violations, an opposition group said Friday. Azizql- 
lah Amir-Rahimi, 75, learned “he would be tried in a 
revolutionary court’’ when he was allowed to see his family 
at the prosecutor's office here on Thursday, the nationalist 
Party of the People of Iran (PPI) said. No trial date was 
given. The revolutionary courts were set up after the 1979 
Islamic revolution to try major offences and are reputed for 
handing down stiff sentences. 
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NPT needs to be revised 
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before extension — IrM 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran 
values the nuclear Non- 
Proliferation Treaty (NPT), 
but changes need to be made 
before it is adopted for an 
indefinite period. Deputy 
Foreign Minister Mohammad 
Javad Zarif said. 

Mr. Zarif, quoted by the 
official Iranian news agency 
CRN A, said the treaty, which 
was adopted in 1970 and has 
170 signatories, had “failed 
to preventing the prolifera- 
tion of nuclear weapons.” 

“Iran attaches great im- 
portance to the NPT, but 
certain revisions are neces- 
sary,” he said. All countries 
with nuclear arms should set 
“an exact date when they 
plan to destroy their weapons 
prior to the treaty’s exten- 
sion.” 


»• .... 

peaceful pursposes, despite : 
the commitments made in the 
NPT,” he said. 

Meanwhile, Mr. Zarif; 


e mined the United States 
pressuring Russia to stop 


Washington is urging sig- 
natories to renew the treaty 
indefinitely at a meeting due 
to be held in New York in 
April instead of adopting it 
for another limited period. 

Mr. Zarif, who is in charge 
of the ministry’s legal and 
international affairs, argued 
that the “number of countries 
with access to nuclear 
weapons has increased after* 
the signing of the treaty, with 
Israel being a notable exam- 
ple.” 

Furthermore, “the big 
powers have refused to trans- 
fer their nuclear technologies 
to smaller countries for 


Tor pressuring Russia to stop 
its nuclear cooperation with 7 
Iran. 

“This is an interference in * 
the internal affairs of other 
countries and a violation of 
NPT regulations,” be said. i. 

Russia is helping Iran to - - 
complete a half-finished cue- ^ 
lear energy plant at the 
southern port of Bushebr, on >. 
the Gulf, on which German 
engineers bad been working;^ 
before the 1979 Islamic re-. ., 
volution. 

Moscow has said that it’v 
would help Iran develop its : 
nuclear energy industry de--^ 
spite U.S. warnings tfcat^. 
Tehran might turn nuclear); 
material for military pur::,!; 
poses. "rV 

But U.S. Secretary of State V; 
Warren Christopher said> v 
Monday that the United^ 
States would continue to*£. 
pressure Russia not to hand -| 
over nuclear technology to\fr.[ 
the Islamic republic. ; 

“We have abided by aO the-Jr 
commitments to the NPT as.V?; 
the international Atomic^ 
Energy Agency has deter- y " 
mined after inspecting ourri. 
facilities," Mr. Zarif said. 

Officials have said pre- ■ 
vionsty that Iran may not sign -1 
an indefinite extension of the ■?/ 
treaty if Israel refuses to join- j - . 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Austra- 
l's Trade Minister Bob 
'fcMullan arrived in Amman 
jidayon a three-day visit to 
wian for talks with govem- 
a officials and the busi- 
a community on streng- 
fting trade and economic 
*» between Australia and 
todan. 

In an arrival statement, the 
Australian minister express- 
'd happiness for the visit and 
■^country's satisfaction with 
“f level of economic and 
relations with the King- 
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Other Flights (Terminal 2) 


04 Vienna (OS) 

Rome. Damascus (AZ) 

18H5 Dubai (EK) 

Sanaa (1Y) 

Laroaca (CY) 

Paris, Damascus (AF) 

2-06 Cairo (MS) 

22*45 London (BAj 

23^5 Athens (OA) 

23:28 Amsterdam (KL) 


® a; 20 Amsterdam (KLj 

8235 London (BA 

82*8 Athens (O A 


HUAZ RAILWAY TRAIN 


Dtp-Aouam ... &00ajn. eroryMoodsy 
Ait. Daown 5:00 p,m. every M«jd*y 

Ptp. DfcwnM 730un. every Sooty 
Arr. Amara .... 5® jun. every Sunday- 


DEPARTURES 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) 
Righto 
(Terminal 1 ) 

0635 Beirut (RJ) 

07:80 Aqaba (RJ) 

11:15 Amsterdam. New York (RJ) 

11:35 Geneva. Madrid (RJ) 

11:40 Paris, Brussels (RJ) 

1240 London (RJ) 

12=45 Cairo (RJj 

19:45 Bahrain. Doha (RJ) 

28ri» Lamaca (RJ) 

2830 Jeddah (RJ) 

28:48 Damascus |RJ) 

21:25 Abu Dhabi, Dubai (RJ) 

04:18 London (RJ) 


MARKET PRICES 


Uppcdtower price in fib per kg. 


Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

0738 Lamaca, Rome (AZ) 

87:45 Beirut (ME) 

13:50 Vienna (OS) 

19:15 Dubai (EK) 

20HJ8 Sanaa (IY) 

22*0 Lamaca (CY) 

23*0 Cairo (MS) 

23ri!9 Damascus. Paris (AF) 


Apple 700/400 

Banana 680- . 

Banana (Mukammar) 620 ! 

Cabbage 140/80 

Chirot 220(120 

Cauliflower 14W80 

Cucumbers (lane) 200/150 

Cucumbers (small] ....... 400/300 

Eggplant 2501 180 * 

Garlic 100/800'' 

Grape Fruit 280 / 170,? 

Lemon 300/200' 

Marrow (Targe) 1SO/100-' 

Marrow (small) .... 32O/.20Q., 

Onion (green) 3W200 

Onion (ary) 340/ 200- 

Orange S20M00 ■ 

Pepper (hot) 7100 / 800 

Pepper (sweet) 480 / 300.- 

Potato 3 60/220 ( 

Radish 180/100 

Spinach 12 0/ 80/ 

String Beans 900 /TW^. 

Tomato 300700 

Turnip ..,..-180/1^ 
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Sweden to expand aid 
to Jordan, envoy says 


Ganges 


p roce ss _' 


By Elia Nasrallah 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 
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AMMAN — The govern- 
ment of Sweden intends to 
expand the level of technic- 
al aid to Jordan as a means 
to bolster its ties with the 
Kingdom and help it meet 
the requirements of de- 
velopment, according to 
Sweden's Ambassador to 
Jordan Christian Bansch 
Friday. 

The ambassador said that 
Sweden had been providing 
technical assistance to the 
Ministry of Public Works, 
to the Traffic Department 
to improve the condition of 
roads and reduce the num- 
ber of accidents, to the 
Telecommunications Cor- 
poration (TCC), the Jor- 
dan Electricity Authority 
as well as the Department 
of Antiquities. 

He said that since it 
assumed office last au- 
tumn, the Swedish govern- 
ment had taken a decision 
to expand technical assist- 
ance to the Kingdom and 
promote hs economic and 
political ties with the coun- 
tries of the Middle East 
region. 

Referring to a recent 
Swedish government deci- 
sion to apply austerity mea- 
sures, the ambassador said 
the move was needed “in 
view of the serious financial 
crisis the Kingdom of 
Sweden was facing at the 
moment.” 

Each government de- 
partment in Sweden has 
been instructed to cut down 


expenses, the Foreign 
Ministry, for ’its part, is 
bound to save S24 million, 
said Mr. Bauscb. 

An initial .decision 
taken by Sweden to close 
down 15 diplomatic mis- 
sions abroad to save funds 
was cancelled and only two 
embassies and two consu- 
lates are to be affected by 
the decision. 

“1 am happy to say that 
Jordan is excluded from the 
Foreign Ministry’s decision 
which was taken for purely 
financial reasons,” said the 
ambassador. 

“Since there is no politic- 
al reason behind the auster- 
ity programme, the Foreign 
Ministry in Stockholm has 
decided to implement the 
programme by not clos- 
ing diplomatic missions but 
rather through changing 
the approach and through a 
shift in the concept,” con- 
tinued the ambassador. 

He said that the Foreign 
Ministry hopes to ensure 
the success of the austerity 
programme for at least 
three coming years by cut- 
ting down on expenses like 
diplomats' benefits, opting 
for cheaper housing for 
them and other similar 
means. 

Despite the austerity 
programme, the ambassa- 
dor added, Sweden will 
continue to supply capital 
aid to the poor countries, 
especially those in Africa, 
through the European Un- 
ion (EU) which Sweden 
has joined since the begin- 
ning of this year. 


Australian trade team 
arrives for talks on 
strengthening ties 
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lia's Trade Minister Bob 
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lia’s Trade Minister Bob 
McMullan arrived in Amman 
Friday on a three-day visit to 
Jordan for talks with govern- 
ment officials and the bu4i ; 
ness community on streng- 
thening trade and economic 
ties between Australia and 
Jordan. 

In an arrival statement, the 
Australian minister express- 
ed happiness for the visit and 
his country’s satisfaction with 
the level of economic and 
trade relations with the King- 
dom. 

He stressed Canberra’s de- 
sire to bolster Jordanian- 
Australian relations and in- 
crease the volume of trade 
between the two countries. 

The Australian minister, 
who is due to open bis meet- 
ings with Jordanian officials 
Saturday, is accompanied by 
a large team of Australian 
businessmen representing 
major Australian firms. 

Mr. McMullan is also 
due to lead the Australian 
side to the joint Jordanian- 
A us trali an Economic and 
Trade Committee meetings 
to explore further ways to 
promote trade. 

Australia hopes to increase 
its sales of livestock, meat, 
daily products and cereal to 
the Kingdom, and Jordan 
hopes to increase its sales of 
phosphate and fertilisers and 
potash to Australia, accord- 
ing to government and Au- 
stralian embassy sources. 

Mr. McMullan, who was 
welcomed at the airport by 
Minister of Industry and 
Trade Ali Abu l Ragfreb, is 
also due to fonnally inaugu- 


rate the regional office for 
the Australian Meat and 
Livestock. Corporation. 

(AMLC) located In Jabal 

Amman; The office is’en- 
. trusted with the task of prom- 
oting Australian trade with 
Middle Eastern countries, in- 
cluding Jordan. 

The Amman Chamber of 
Commerce announced Friday 
that Mr. McMullan and 
members of the Australian 
delegation are due to hold a 
meeting Sunday with Jorda- 
nian merchants and business- 
men led by Haidar- Murad, 
president of the Federation 
of Jordanian Chambers of 
Commerce to discuss trade 
prospects. 

Mr. Murad said that the 
Jordanian side will try to urge 
the Australians to import 
more Jordanian products to 


help adjust the balance of 
trade between the two coun- 


Federation sources said 
that the Australian delega- 
tion's visit assumes signifi- 
cance especially as it comes at 
the start of the peace era in 
the Middle East. 

Jordan, which enjoys a 
central location in the area, 
hopes to attract foreign in- 
vestments and promote its 
trade links with other coun- 
tries, said the sources. 


The Jordanian Business- 
men Association (JBA) also 
announced that Mr. McMul- ■ 
lan and the accompanying 
delegation will hold a general 
meeting with the Jordanian 
businessmen Saturday, led by 
JBA Chairman Hamdi Tab- 
baa. 
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WHAT’S GOING ON 


Tie following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins 
f,L5A * 311(1 die datfy Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify 

^unsfl ■ the listed time and place with the concerned institutions. 


PLAYS 


pW* if Play (in Arabic) entitled “You Are Not Yousetf” at the 


Royal Cultural Centre at 9:00 pjn. 
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r Exhibition of handicrafts by Hasmig Knynyian at the 
Royal Cultural Centre. 

Photo exhibition at the Friends of Archaeology Center. 

“Young America” exhibit (with photographs featuring 
Americans of all ages) at the American Center. 

Exhibition of works by Qasim A! Samir at the Housing 
Bank Complex Gallery. 

Book exhibition at the Royal Cultural Centre. 
Exhibition of the works of Lebanese artist Amin A1 
Basha at Darat A1 Fun on. Also showing works by 
contemporary Arab artists. 


! i 


Jordan, PNA 
detailed trade 


reach 

accord 


j i By a Jordan Times 
■ j Staff Reporter 






FRIDAY SERMONS — His Royal 

Highness Crown Prince Hassan attends 
Friday prayers at the Jobeiha grand 
mosque. The Crown Prince listened to the 
Friday sermon which focused on the 
lessons learnt from the Badr battle which 
took place on 17 Ramadan between 
Prophet Mohammad’s followers and his 


opponents who mobilised their forces | 
against him in a bid to stop the tdamir 
daw a from spreading into the A^ab Penin- 
sula. The Friday preacher said the Badr • 
battle was a turning point in the history of ! 
the Islamic dawa. Also attending Friday 
prayer were senior military and dvil > 
official (Petra photo) I 


Businesses warned against 
‘unclear’ potential Nigerian clients 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Jordanian 
businessmen have been 
warned against doing busi- 
ness with any Nigerian 
company without clearing 
the background of the 
potential client with the 
Nigerian authorities, offi- 
cials and businessmen said 
Friday. 

The warning was issued 
after cases surfaced of a 
new Nigerian con scheme 
involving manufacturers of 
satellite dishes in Jordan, 
they said. 

Nigeria is internationally 
notorious for genuine- 
sounding deals that hold 
out promises of millions of 
dollars in quick profits but 
turn out to be nothing but 
scams. 

Law enforcement in this 
African country is also 
weak, and many who have 
had experience in dealing 
with-Nigerian firms ray that 
a large, segment of .the offi- 
cialdom also appeared to 
be partners in crime with 
conmen. 

The officials and 
businessmen said the latest 
warning was issued by the 
Amman Chamber of Com- 
merce, which had received 
a notification from the 
Nigerian embassy in Bagh- 
dad. 

According to the officials 
and businessmen, the new 
Nigerian scam involved 
orders for satellite dishes, a 
mushrooming industry in 
Jordan. 

They said manufacturers 
received orders for satellite 
dishes by the dozen but 
there were no letters of 


credit — the accepted tra- 
ditional way of doing busi- 
ness — to support the 
order. 

Instead, the importer, 
"in order to avoid costly 
banking charges and delays 
— as Nigerians are anxious 
to use the dishes to watch 
football games," would 
offer to settle the payment 
by cheque against shipping 
documents. 


The orders gathered 
additional air of authentic- 
ity. given that Nigeria was 
supposed to be hosting the 
World Youth Soccer Cup. 
The games have been can- 
celled but it appears that 
the con scheme was hatch- 
ed at the height of expecta- 
tions that they would go 
ahead as planned. 

“The cheques issued by 
the so-called importers 
turned out to be forged, 
and there was no legal” re- 
course by the exporter to 
recover his money since the 
importers had ceased to ex- 
ist at the addresses as given 
in the orders,” said an offi- 
cial of the Amman Cham- 
ber of Commerce. 

Thousands of offices 
operate in Lagos, the Nige- 
rian capital, which offer 
"address" facilities without 
question, allowing the con- 
fidence tricksters to have a 
"respectable" address in 
Lagos but with little legi- 
timacy. 

"You can change office 
addresses in Lagos more 
easier than you can change 
your shirt," commented a 
Jordanian who. studied in 
Africa. 

The scam over satellite 
dishes is a revised version 
of a con scheme which 


seems :o have petered out 
in the last two years. That 
scheme involved authentic- 
sounding invitations to 
Jordanian businessmen to 
help spirit tens of millions 
of dollars out of Nigeria — 
described as commission to 
be paid to senior Nigerian 
government officials” that 
needed a foreign cover to 
be transferred outside the 
country — and receive up 
to 20 per cent as fees for 
"services rendered." 

Hundreds, if not 
thousands, in Jordan re- 
ceived such invitations dur- 
ing the late 1980s and early 
90s. Many took up the in- 
vitation and went ahead, 
but most of them stepped 
back at a stage when 'sever- 
al thousand dollars had to 
be committed into the scam 
before the "millions" could 
be extracted. But several 
others threw caution to the 
winds, went "all the way.” 
and never heard of the 
thousands they paid let 
alone the promised mil- 
lions. 


! AMMAN — Jordan and 
the Palestine National Au- 
thority (PNA) have 
reached a detailed agree- 
ment on trade, as called for 
in the accord signed by the 
Kingdom and the PNA in 
January, clearing the way 
for direcr trade and setting 
out items that would enjoy 
preferential treatment from 
the two sides. 

It was the first Jordan- 
PNA agreement reached 
after the signing of the 
broader agreement and six ' 
other sectoral accords on 
Jan. 26 by Prime Minister 
Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker 
and PNA President Yasser 
Arafat. 

The accord replaces all 
effective agreements that 
guided Palestinian products 
through the Kingdom since 
1967. 

More significantly, it 
opens the door for Jorda- 
nian exports, albeit limited, 
to the Palestinian market 
for the first time since 1967. 


The trade agreement, 
drawn in three days of talks 
between a PNA team 
headed by economic and 
trade e’xpert Samir 
Huieileh and Jordanian 
officials led bv Ministry of 
■Industry and Trade Assistant 
Under-Secretary 
Shawki Haddadin, now 
awaits final endorsement 
by the Jordanian govern- 
ment and the PNA cabinet 
based in Gaza. 

The accord covers the 
Palestinian autonomous 
territories of Gaza and 
Jericho as well as the rest of 
the West Bank where the 
PNA hopes to expand its 
self-rule in negotiations 
with Israel. 

The PNA team left Am- 
man on Friday. The trade 
accord is expected to be 
placed before the PNA 
cabinet during its regular 
weekly meeting on Satur- 
day and, given the urgency 


to launch direct trade, Mr. 
Arafat is expected to give 
his endorsement soon to 
the agreement. 

No details were im- 
mediately available on the 
goods that the agreement 
covers, but. in principle, 
officials said, more than 
100 industrial products are 
included in a list of goods 
for preferential treatment. 

These goods will enjoy 
complete duty-free status, 
but local sales tax will be 
applied on them. 

Another agreement that 
streamlined agricultural 
trade between the two sides 
is expected to take effect 
immediately. 

This accord was sorted 
out in talks between Minis- 
ter of Agriculture Mansour 
Ben Tarif and Azzam Tub- 
beileh, under-secretary of 
agriculture in the PNA. 

Further talks will be held 
between the two sides to 
work out the mechanisms 
to guide export-impoir op- 
erations. 

Jordan will continue to 
allow the transit of Palesti- 
nian produce through the 
Kingdom's territory but the 
Palestinian authority will 
issue its own certificates of 
origin instead of a Jorda- 
nian one used since 1967, 
Reuter reported. 

It was not immediately 
clear whether the trade 
accord set any ceiling for 
imports and exports be- 
tween the Kingdom and the 
Palestinian territories. Jor- 
dan had been aiming at a 
ceiling-free accord and the 
Palestinians have been 
arguing that they could not 
accept such an arrange- 
ment because of their li- 
mited import volume that 
they also want to use while 
negotiating trade accords 
with other parties. 

. Furthermore, an econo- 
mic accord signed by the 
PNA and Israel in April 
binds tbe Palestinians into 
arrangements that do not 
permit free trade with Jor- 
dan, they say. The list of. 


irems drawn up on Thurs- 
day includes the items char 
Israel would permit the 
PNA to import from Jor- 
dan under the April agree- 
ment. 

Meanwhile . Mr. 
Huieileh was quoted as 
saying that the list of duty- 
products would speed up 
deals between the private 
sectors of the two sides. 

Minister of Trade Ali 
Abul Ragheb told Reuter 
that final touches to the 
agreement would be put 
during a meeting with 
Palestinian Economv 
Minister Ahmad Qouriea 
in late February. 

According to Reuter, tile 
. goods were defined as com- 
' plementary and non- 
competitive — meaning 
that none of the products 
given preferential treat- 
ment will pose a threat to 
the local products. 

Jordanian officials have 
said that the Israel-PNA 
economic agreement, 
under which Israel effec- 
tively maintained its role as 
the dominant market pow- 
er in the' West Bank and 
Gaza Strip, restricted die 
scope of Jordanian- 
Palestinian trade. 

The Israel-PNA agree- 
ment is very detailed and 
specifically lists items that 
the self-rule authority 
could import from Jordan 
and excludes many pro- 
ducts that Jordanian 
businessmen say they could 
sell to the Palestinians. 

The Israeli argument is 
that the Jewish state cannot 
allow such products to en- 
ter the Palestinian territor- 
ies with whom it has a 
free-trade accord since the 
products could easily end 
up in the Israeli market 
itself. 

PNA officials argue that 
it was a price that the 
Palestinians had to pay 
Israel in return for the Jew- 
ish state's agreement to 
accept the establishment of 
a Palestinian monetary au- 
thority and currency. 


Again; none of the vic- 
tims — not only from Jor- 
dan but from practical!) 
every country — had Iegai 
recourse to recover their 
money simply because the 
very illegality of the 
scheme dissuaded them 
from approaching the Nige- 
rian government with com- 
plaints. 

The determined few who 
went after their money to 
Lagos suffered more losses 

— some were kept hostage 
in their hotel rooms until 
their families paid ransom 

— and were often expelled 
from the country on 
trumped-up charges. 


Paediatricians to hold conference 


AMMAN ( Petra) — A three- 
day international Arab 
paediatric conference will be 
held at the University of Jor- 
dan's Prince Hassan auditor- 
ium, under Royal patronage, 
starting with April 12. 

The conference will discuss 
several workingi papers 
j covering such topics as new- 
borns, "prerftarure deliveries 
! and communicable and con- 
1 tagious diseases, according to 
! Abdul Karim A1 Qudah, 
j president of the Jordanian 
Paediatric Association (JPA) 


which is organising the con- 
ference. 

Dr. Qudah said 1,000 
paediatricians and professors 
of paediatrics from 21 Arab 
and foreign countries will 
attend the meeting. 

In an interview with the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra, 
Dr. Qudah said several spe- 
cialised scientific symposia 
will be held, in addition to a 
lecture on the evolution and 
development of health ser- 
vices to children in Jordan. 

A specialised symposium 


on children’s rights, and child 
abuse will also be held, in 
cooperation with the United 
Nations Children's Fund 
(UNICEF) and the Universi- 
ty of Jordan, Dr. Qudah said. 


He added that a medical 
exhibition will also be held on 
the sideline of the confer- 
ence, noting that major local, 
Arab and international com- 
panies dealing with medical 
equipment will take part in 
the exhibition. 


Swaqa prison to skill- train more 
inmates, expand scope of operations 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
workshops at Swaqa prison, 
south of Amman, are plan- 
ning to expand their opera- 
tions and increase the num- 
ber of inmates wishing to 
learn a trade and do produc- 
tive work, according to pris- 
on direcror. Colonel Hassan 
Smadi Friday. 

He said that the prison 
operates leather, carpentry 
and blacksmiths workshops 
which produce woodwork 
and metal products like 
school desks, and metal cup- 
boards, as well as different 
types of leather products. 

The move to expand comes 
in light of the Council of 
Minister’s instructions to gov- 
ernment departments to 
order their needs of wood 
and metal products from the 
prison whenever this is possi- 
ble, said Col. Smadi. 

He said that the Ministry of 
Education has given its con- 
sent to buying at least 30 per 


cent of its requirements for 
school rooms from the pris- 
on’s workshops. 

According ;o Col. Smadi, 
the prison workshops also in- 
clude a laundry which can 
cater to the needs of large 
numbers of hotels and other 
organisations since it starts to 
fully operate. At present the 
laundry is covering the needs 
of the nearby community col- 
leges, added Col. Smadi. 

He said that the prison is 
operating a livestock project, 
in cooperation with the 
Ministry of Agriculture, and 
large areas of land have been 
reclaimed and planted with 
fruit trees and animal feed. 


mad Tarazi, assistant Public 
Security Department direc- 
tor, and Brigadier Ali Abul 
Isam, director of the re- 
formatory centres (prisons), 
the inmates at Swaqa prison 
are encouraged to learn 
trades, enjoy regular health 
care from the Health Minis- 
try, religious guidance from 


mm Grindlays Bank 


extends a warm welcome to 


the Ministry of Awqaf and 
Religious Affairs, Culture 


in cooperation with the 
Ministry of Education, as 
well as sports programmes. 


These workshops, he ex- 
plained. are all operating 
under the direct supervision 
of specialists and technicians 
who are helping the inmates 
transform their life and learn 
a trade for their future. 

Major General Moham- 


The prison administration, 
they said, have worked out 
plans for improving the sanit- 
ary services, sports facilities 
and vocational workshops 
during 1995. 

They added that plans are 
under way for creating 
another vocational training ‘ 
centre at Yajouz and for 
transforming the centre in 
Jweideh to serve women pris- 
oners only. 
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Livestock market to open in Madaba *“ “ ‘SLfL 


MADABA (Petra) — The Madaba Munici- 
pality has finalised work on a site which will 
serve as the city's new livestock market. 
Madaba Deputy Mayor Maddallah AJ Taraw- 
neh said the municipality's machineries have 
worked on preparing the 15-dunum market. 
-Hie municipality, Mr. Tarawneh said, has 
allocated a parking area for trucks transport- 
ing livestock to avoid traffic jams near the 

Site. 

Mayor to study dealers’ cases 


tions issued by the municipality. The regula- 
tions ban dealers from trading in cement and 
iron in the above areas in view of the hazards 
they cause to the environment. Dr. Abbadi 
noted that the new regulations were issued in 
response to complaints by residents of these 
areas. The regulations provide that such 
construction materials should be stored in 
special warehouses. Following a lengthy dis- 


AUSTRALIAN - JORDANIAN 
TRADE COMMITTEE 


visiting Jordan on 18 - 19 February 


cussion. the mayor promised to study each 
case separately and find proper solutions for 


case separately and find proper solutions for 
them. I 


Diving courses organised in Aqaba 


nilai Grindlays Bank 

4925 


AMMAN (Petra) — Greater Amman Mayor 
Mamdouh A1 Abbadi Friday discussed with 
construction cement and iron dealers in Tla a 
A1 Ali, Khalda and Uram Al Summaq areas, 
on the outskirts of Amman, the new regula- 


AQABA (Petra) — The Royal Diving Cub in j 
Aqaba is currently organising rwo diving! 
courses for 18 trainees from the United) 
Kingdom. Saudi Arabia, the United Arab. 
Emirates, Oman as well as Jordan. 




Mandela pledges war on crime 

S . African police block students after protests 

CAPE TOWN (afp\ _ : i_ . ... . 


CAPE TOWN (AFP) - 
President Nelson Mandela 
Friday vowed to fight corrup- 
tion. crime and racism as he 
reopened South Africa's par- 
liament. defending his gov- 
ernment's record in the wake 
of strong criticism. 

Inaugurating the second 
session of the first democrati- 
cally elected parliament, Mr. 
Mandela also promised an 
“investor-friendly climate" 
under continued fiscal disci- 
pline. 

On Tuesday, Mr. Mande- 
la's own estranged wife Win- 
nie, who has a deputy minis- 
ter's post, compelled to make 
a public apology for a sca- 
thing attack on the govern- 
ment. which she had accused 
in a speech of failing to tackle 
racism in the workplace. 

The administration has 
also come under fire in some 
quarters for alleged pamper-' 
ing to the white minority in 
its bid for national reconcilia- 
tion and failing to address 
black majority needs. 

While not directly addres- 
sing critics, Mr. Mandela ack- 
nowledged that the govern- 
ment, which took office after 
the first all-race elections in 
April 1994, had made mis- 
takes, but said this was '‘an 
inevitable element in the pro- 
cess of learning." 

"It is always the case that 
the spectators are better than 
the players on the field," he 
said. 

“Whatever the teething 
problems," Mr. Mandela 
said, the government of 
national unity “has suc- 
ceeded in its intentions of 


ensuring cooperation among 
our people as a whole." 

In a speech critical of 
habits acquired both by 
whites and blacks under apar- 
theid, Mr. Mandela warned 
against racism, violence and 
disruption as a means of 
achieving political ends. 

“The battle against the 
forces of anarchy anti chaos 
has been joined," he said. 
“Let no one say they have 
not been warned." 

Addressing “those who 
have... misread freedom to 
mean license," Mr. Mandela 
said: “Let me... make this 
abundantly clear that the 
small minority in our midst 
which wears the mask of 
anarchy will meet its match in 
the government. 

“We are not afraid of 
struggle. We are. after all, a 
product of confrontation and 
struggle." 

The rising crime rate “can- 
not be tolerated," he de- 
clared. “We must take the 
war to the criminals and no 
longer allow the situation in 
which are mere sitting 
ducks." 

He called for community 
support of law enforcement 
agencies, reiterating a prom- 
ise that the government “has 
no intention to conduct a 
witchhunt against the police" 
for offences committed under 
apartheid. 

Racism was still a scourge, 
Mr. Mandela said, referring 
as a latest example to the 
riots at Ruyterwacht near 
where whites demonstrated 
violently to prevent the bus- 
ing of black children to a 
formerly white school. 


‘Those who are responsi- 
ble for these crimes of racism 
must be brought to book 
without delay," he said. “It is 
clear that insufficient prog- 
ress has been made... to deal 
with this cancer. 

“The situation cannot be 
allowed in which anyone acts 
in a manner which perpetu- 
ates the practice of apar- 
theid." 

Corruption — an issue that 
has gained prominence with 
recent accusations against 
African National Congress 
veterans Allan Boesak and 
Winnie Mandela — is a lega- 
cy of apartheid that "has 
deeply infected the fibre of 
our society," Mr. Mandela 
said. 

But he stressed that it 
should be fought in a fair and 
just manner. 

“At all times we must 
guarantee the right of the 
accused to be head, without 
malting any concession to the 
primeval instinct to pillory 
and burn people at the 
stake," he said. 

“We need to educators 
with the regard to the matter 
of rooting out corruption, 
which we will deal with firmly 
and unequivocally, whoever 
may be involved," he said. 

Mr. Mandela warned that 
the government '‘has ex- 
tremely limited resources to 
address the many and urgent 
needs of our people." 

“All of us... must rid 
ourselves of the wrong notion 
that the government has a big 
bag full of money." he said. 
“The government does not 
have such riches." 

"There are signs that our 


economy is beginning to pick 
up," he said, vowing to seek 
"sustained and high levels of 
economic growth ... (and) in 
particular to ensure the crea- 
tion of an investor friendly 
climate." 

“I would ... like to empha- 
size our continuing commit- 
ment to fiscal discipline," 
Mr. Mandela said. 

President Mandela, reaf- 
firming the new South Afri- 
ca’s place in the family of 
nations, Friday pledged par- 
ticular attention to his coun- 
try's relations with its south- 
ern African neighbours. 

In the foreign policy seg- 
ment of his state of the nation 
address, Mr. Mandela said be 
was "inspired by the reality 
of progressive developments 
in our region.” 

He cited the elections in 
Botswana, Malawi. Mozam- 
bique and Namibia, the res- 
toration of democracy in 
Lesotho with the reinstate- 
ment of King Moshoeshoe II 
and the signing of the Angola 
peace agreement. 

"All this augurs well for 
the future of our people," he 
said. 

Mr. Mandela warned, 
however, against “tensions 
that are building up with re- 
gard to population move- 
ments within our region." 

“We must treat this matter 
with all due sensitivity, con- 
scious of the history of our 
region, including the destruc- 
tion caused by the policy of 
aggression and destabilisa- 
tion" of South Africa’s pre- 
vious apartheid regime, he 
said. 



f 


A woman pleads with bystanders after she was 
magged and robbed off her glasses and other 
belongings during a protest by 10,000 school- 
children in Cape Town city centre Thursday. 

The protesting pupils Docked to government 

“In all our actions,” Mr. tional Women's Conference 


offices to demand places in schools formerly 
reserved for whites. The protest came as 
whites in the worfcfcig class suburb of Ruyter- 
wacht said they would not allow black pupils to 
use the vacant school in their area ( AFP photo) 


Mandela said, "we must 
move from the position that 
the fundamental objective we 
musr pursue is friendship, 
cooperation and solidarity 
among the peoples of our 
region." 

He reiterated South Afri- 
ca's “willingness to contri- 
bute whatever we can” to 
establish peace and democra- 
cy in Angola. 

South Africa seeks an ac- 
tive part in the debate on 
"the new world order, focus- 
ing in particular on such mat- 
ters as a democratic interna- 
tional political order, univer- 
sal prosperity, peace and sta- 
bility — all of which are 
questions of great relevance 
to our own continent of Afri- 
ca.” he said. 

“The U.N. Social Summit 
next month and the Interna- 


in Beijing later in the year 
will be crucial fora in which 
we should make our own 
humble contribution to the 
effort to create a better 
world," he said. 

Meanwhile, armed police 
prevented hundreds of black 
children from leaving a South 
African township Friday, fol- 
lowing days of racial inci- 
dents between angry whites 
and thousands of blacks 
being bused to a suburban 
Cape Town school - 
Four buses carrying chil- 
dren were stopped by police 
on a main motorway into 
Cape Town where several 
people were mugged and 
fruit-stalls trashed by protest- 
ing children Thursday- 
Some of the children trying 
to get to the city were from 
among thousands who earlier 
this week occupied an empty 


school m the mainly-white 
working-class Ruyterwacht 
suburb. 

The provincial government 
Thursday closed the school 
.saying it was a health risk. 
Provincial Education Minis- 
ter Martha (Dickers said black 
students had caused exten- 
sive damage to the school, 
breaking toilets, wash basins 
and water pipes. 

Pupils and teachers, pre- 
vented from going to Cape 
Town, told reporters they 
were determined to get to the 
city. 

“We are marching to 
Guguletu where we will get 
on the trains and go to tow," 
a student said. 

At Ruyterwacht, 15 
kilometres away, whites 
armed with clubs, chains and 
whips were out in force in 
case the black students re- 
turned to the school. 


Mexican army to stay in Chiapas 


MEXICO CITY (.AFP) — 
The Mexican army will re- 
main in Chiapas despite the 
Zapatista rebels' demand 
that troops be withdrawn 
from the southern state be- 
fore peace talks can begin, 
the Interior Ministry said. 

The attorney general and 
the Mexican army "will main- 
tain their presence in Chiapas 
under any circumstance... to 
guarantee the local popula- 
tion's security and prevent 
acts of violence,” the minis- 
try said in a statement late 
Thursday. 

President Ernesto Zedillo 
last week ordered a crack- 
down against the Zapatista 
National Liberation Army 
(EZLN) to end their 13- 
month confrontation in im- 
poverished Chiapas, but cal- 
led it off on Wednesday invit- 
ing the guerrillas to resume 
peace negotiations. 

A Zapatista leader Ana 
Maria Thursday said: "The 
EZLN is willing to talk to 
resolve the conflict," but 
added that before negotia- 
tions could begin Chiapas 
had to be cleared of federal 
troops. 

Mr.Zediilo also ordered 
arrest warrants against top 
rebel chief Subcommander 
Marcos, and other Zapatista 
leaders, which Ana Maria 
also demanded be lifted. 

The London-based human 
rights group Amnesty Inter- 
national said in a statement 
Thursday that the Mexican 
military had engaged in tor- 
ture, arbitrary arrests and 


other abuses in trying to put 
down an indigenous uprising 
in Chiapas. 

“The organisation has con- 
firmed reports that scores of 
people have been arbitrarily 
detained and reportedly tor- 
tured and ill-treated, in 
Chiapas, Mexico City and 
other parts of the country," 
the human rights group said 
in a statement. 

“Several remain ‘dis- 
appeared’,” Amnesty said. 

It called for the Mexican 
government to protect the 
human rights of the popula- 
tion and to investigate and 
punish any violations. 

“The army carried out 
arrests of civilians and effec- 
tively prevented free access 
and transit to journalists, hu- 
man rights monitors and even 
an International Committee 
of the Red Cross delegate," 
Amnesty added. 

Earlier Thursday, Reuters 
reporters said the Mexican 
army's advance deep into 
Zapatista guerrilla territory 
had apparently been 
achieved without human 
rights atrocities. 

They quoted villagers as 
saying some beatings and 
illegal detentions took place, 
but found no proof of rebel 
claims that the army tortured 
civilians or bombarded vil- 
lages in its week-old offen- 
sive. 

While many pro-guerrilla 
villages had been turned into 
ghost towns as their residents 
fled from the army's advance 
in the southern state of 


Chiapas, reporters who were 
allowed into the conflict zone 
found no firm evidence of 
widespread abuses. 

In several small villages 
that leaders of the rebel 
Zapatista National Libera- 
tion Army said had been 
strafed by army machinegun 
fire, there were no signs of 
any such attack. 

A U.N. agency Thursday 
urged Mexico to pull its 
troops out of Chiapas and 
stop its campaign against 
Maya Indian rebels. 

' The UNESCO conference, 
which gathers representatives 
of indigenous people around 
the world, also urged Peru 
and Ecuador to stop fighting 
and settle their jungle dis- 
pute. 

Nobel Prize winner 
Rigoberta Menchu, heiself a 
Maya Indian from Guatema- 
la, told a news conference 
these were not Indian con- 
flicts but they were taking 
place in Indian areas and 
endangering local popula- 
tions. 

The conference passed a 
statement drafted by Indian 
delegates from Ecuador and 
Peru urging the two countries 
to declare an indefinite truce. 

They declared a ceasefire 
Tuesday in the conflict over 
their ill -defined border in the 
remote Cordillera Del Con- 
dor in the jungle foothills of 
the Andes. 

The conference also urged 
the Mexican government to 
pull its troops out of the 
southern region of Chiapas 


Britain revokes 10 N. Irish exclusion orders 


Republican dissenters hold fast 
against missile defence system 


WASHINGTON fAP) — 
Republican dissenters held 
irm against a party commit- 
nent to missile defences, giv- 
ng the majority leadership 
m unexpected lesson in the 
imits of its newly gained 
rawer. 

But Republicans prevailed 
n cutting U.5. support for 
Jnited Nations peace keep- 
ng, a move that Secretary of 
itate Warren Christopher 
rhursday denounced as “a 
hreat to this and every future 
resident’s authority to pro- 
ect the security of the United 
itates." 

Moments after the house 
'oted 241 to 181 in favour of 
i bill setting a Republican 
one for U.S. foreign and 
lefence policy. Speaker, 
fewi Gingrich dismissed 
Vednesday's vote on a 
lational missile defence sys- 
em as a “man bites dog” 
iterpretation, of what hap- 
ened. 

“It is true that having had 
45 votes fin the new Con- 
fess), we’ve lost one amend- 
ient,” he said. “We think 
verall that's pretty asto- 
ishing.” 

The Republican leadership 
ad planned to revive the 
fissile defence provision 
liursday but backed off 
rhen it became clear that not 
nough dissenters would 
hange their votes. 

For some of the 24 Kepub- 
cans who deserted the lead- 


ership Wednesday night, the 
issue was a basic conflict be- 
tween two goals of the Re- 
publicans' “Contract With 
America" — a national mis- 
sile defence and a balanced 
federal budget. 

“Budget reality dawned on 
the 24." said Rep. John M. 
Spratt Jr., a Democrat, spon- 
sor of the amendment that 
stripped language that re- 
quired the Secretary of De- 
fence to bring Congress a 
plan for deployment of a 
national ballistic missile de- 
fence system. 

Embarrassed on that one 
issue, the Republican major- 
ity worked its will on the 
other portions of the bill. As 
it passed the House, the mea- 
sure would cut back on U.S. 
financial support for U.N. 
peacekeeping and encourage 
early admission of Poland, 
Hungary, the Czech Republic 
and Slovakia into NATO. 

In addition, it restricts the 
authority of the president to 
place U.S. troops under fore- 
ign commanders. 

Mr. Christopher said he 
was dismayed by the bill's 
passage and the “harmful im- 
pact it would have no our 
national security” 

"Intentionally or not, the 
bill would eliminate 
peacekeeping as an instru- 
ment of U.S. foreign policy 
and "... remove an option 
that every American presi- 


dent since Harry Truman has 
used to advance our in- 
terests," he said. 

The Republican leadership 
that this measure is not the 
end of their efforts to reshape 
defence policy. 

"This is not this Congress's 
last word on defence,” said 
majority leader Richard 
Armey. 

“We have appropriations 
bills coming. ...There are 
many ways to make our 
point," said Mr. Gingrich. 

Defence Secretary William 
Perry said he was profoundly 
concerned about the provi- 
sion restricting the placement 
of U.S. troops under foreign 
command. 

“It would make difficult, if 
not impossible, coalition war- 
fare," Mr. Perry said. “I’m 
implacably opposed to this 
feature.” 

At the White House, 
spokesman Mike McCurry 
said, “it makes little sense to 
pour billions and billions of 
dollars into a defence shield 
that may or may not work." 

Earlier. President Bill 
Clinton told Mr. Gingrich in 
a letter that the bill was 
“simply unacceptable." 

Neither Mr. Gingrich nor 
House Republican whip Tom 
Delay of Texas, would specu- 
late on the 

overriding a veto. The mea- 
sure first must go to the 
Senate, where its prospects 
are uncertain. 


LONDON (Agencies) — 
Britain said Friday that im- 
proved security in Northern 
Ireland meant it was lifting 
the last 10 "exclusion orders" 
which prevented designated 
individuals travelling freely 
between the province and 
mainland Britain. 

Britain and Ireland are 
trying measures to cement 
peace in Northern Ireland, 
after ceasefires six montsh 
ago ended a 25-year-old civil 
war that cost 3,200 lives. 

In the latest step , Northern 
Ireland Secretary Sir Patrick 
Mayhew said in a statement: 
"On the basis of security 
advice... there is no longer a 
need to maintain those exclu- 
sion orders for which I am 
responsible." 

He said Home Secretary 
Michael Howard was review- 
ing a separate 56 exclusion 
orders for which he was re- 
sponsible and would 
announce his conclusions la- 
ter. 

Sir Patric said he hoped the 
government would be able to 
do away with special powers 
it has under an emergency 
provisions act that allows for 
controversial, non-jury trials 
in the British-ruled province. 

“The government’s hope is 
that a lasting peace will prove 
to be established and that the 
need for the exceptional pow- 
ers provided by this act will 
accordingly be removed,” he 


said. “In the meantime, the 
government will be keeping 
the need for the powers 
under continuing review.” 

The apprehensions of 
Northern Ireland's Protestant 
majority boiled over Thurs- 
day in the House of Com- 
mons, as one lawmaker sug- 
gested he had no reason to 
trust Prime Minister John 
Major and his government. 

The harsh words from Uls- 
ter Unionist lawmaker Roy 
Beggs followed hours after 

three of his colleagues re- 
leased a letter to Mr. Major. 
The letter warned that North- 
ern Ireland’s largest party 
probably would reject British 
and Irish proposals for a 
peace settlement if they 
threatened the province’s 
links with Britain. 

Irish Foreign Minister Dick 
Spring said Tuesday that 
those proposals — intended 
as the foundation for inter- 
party talks on Northern Ire- 
land's future — may be pub- 
lished as early as next week. 

Both governments want to 
get pro-British Protestant 
and Irish Catholic blocs to sit 
down together and agree on a 
middle-of-the-road package, 
which would establish strong 
ties between the British-ruled 
north and independent south. 

“Can you give us one valid 
reason why we as Ulster Un- 
ionists should not question 


your integrity and that of... 
even the prime minister?” 
Mr. Beggs asked Michael 
Ancram, a senior British 
minister in Northern Ireland, 
as Conservative lawmakers 
reacted with cries of 
“shame." 

"We feel we have not only 
been deceived, but we have 
been betrayed.” said Mr. 
Beggs, considered the most 
moderate of the nine Ulster 
Unionist lawmakers in parlia- 
ment. 

“Don’t you-understand the 

depths of Unionist frustra- 
tion, that we perceive there 
has been capitulation to pan- 
nationalism and to IRA thugs 
who threaten to use their 
guns and Semtex (explosive) 
if their will isn’t expressed in 
your document?” 

Mr. Ancram responded: "I 
hope you will reconsider 
those remarks when the joint 
framework document is pub- 
lished and you are able to see 
what is in it.” 

In the Ulster Unionist's 
letter to Mr. Major. lawmak- 
ers William Ross, Martin 
Smyth and David Trimble 
said the chance of a lasting 
peace was being destroyed by 
the “greed and intransi- 
gence” of Irish nation lists, 
who want an end to Northern 
Ireland's union with Britain. 

They reiterated the party’s 
objections to creating any 


new authorities that would 
wield power in both the Irish 
Republic and Northern Ire- 
land. 

“The creation of all- 
Ireland institutions with gov- 
ernmental powers to treat 
Ireland 'as one unit for any 
matter is the antithesis of 
Unionism. Cooperation and 
even cross-border bodies, 
properly defined, are one 
thing, all-Ireland bodies are 
quite another matter,” the 
letter said. 

Mr. Major’s office said he 
was determined to press 
ahead with the joint propos- 
al. In Dublin, the Irish capit- 
al, Premier John Bruton 
appealed to all sides to with- 
hold judgment. 

“When the document is 
published it will, I believe, 
become clear that it is man- 
ifestly fair to both the 
nationalist and Unionist 
traditions on this island," Mr. 
Bruton said. 

Both governments in De- 
cember 1993 proposed nego- 
tiations among all Northern 
Ireland parties that re- 
nounced violence. The Irish 
Republican Army began an 
open-ended truce on Sept. 1, 
opening the way for prelimin- 
ary talks between Britain and 
the IRA-allied Sinn Fein par- 
ty. Pro-British “loyalist” pa- 
ramilitary groups matched th 
eIRA ceasefire in mid- 
October,. 


Major rocked by divisions over Europe, polls 


LONDON (R) — British vo- 
ters and opinion polls under- 
lined the unpopularity of 
Prime Minister John Major 
Friday and opposition leader 
Tony Blair said the Con- 
servative government was pa- 
ralysed by its splits over 
Europe. 

The Conservative candi- 
date at a parliamentary by- 
election in south Wales 
Thursday suffered a humiliat- 
ing defeat, finishing a poor 
fourth with less than four per 
cent of the vote. 

An opinion poll for the 
Guardian newspaper pre- 
dicted that in a general elec- 
tion the Conservatives would 
trail IS percentage points be- 
hind the opposition Labour 
Party. 

Labour leader Blair sought 
to capitalise on Conservative 
division after a week in which 
government ministers public- 


ly disagreed about a single 
European currency. 

“A fault line runs... 
through the entirety of the 
Conservative Party, and if 
they can't resolve this, then I 
think you’ve effectively got 
paralysis of government poli- 
cy," Mr. Blair told BBC 
Radio. 

"You have now got many 
people within the Conserva- 
tive Party... who are effec- 
tively saying that Britain 
should withdraw from the 
European Union." 

Mr. Blair said Labour had 
scored a fine victory in win- 
ning Thursday's by-election 
Islwyn in south Wales. 

The seat, a Labour stron- 
ghold, fell vacant when the 
party’s former leader Neil 
Kinnock joined the Euro- 
pean Commission. 

The Conservatives’ share 
of the vote in Islwyn slumped 


to 3.9 per cent from 14.8 per 
cent at the 1992 general elec- 
tion. It was the third worst 
Conservative by-election per- 
formance since World War 

n. 

Mr. Major told members 
of his cabinet Thursday they 
should stick closely to policy 
in public and not be drawn 
into “speculative debate." 

The warning was delivered 
after Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer (Finance Minister) 
Kenneth Garke denied in a 
newspaper interview that a 
single European currency 
would threaten Britain's posi- 
tion as a nation state. 

That argument put Mr. 
Garke at odds with anti- 
European ministers, includ- 
ing Jonathan Aitken, his 
number two at the treasury, 
who said he would hesitate 
for an eternity before taking 
Britain into a single currency. 


In a rebuff to Mr. Garke 
Thursday, Mr. Major said in 
a letter to Labour finance 
spokesman Gordon Brown 
that a single currency would 
raise significant “economic 
and political and constitu- 
tional issues." 

Mr. Garke's predecessor, 
Norman Lamont. was ex- 
pected to pour fuel on the 
flames with a speech insisting 
that a single currency would 
inevitably be a step on the 
road to a united states of 
Europe. 

In the ICM opinion poll 
published in the Guardian, 
Labour had 49 per cent of the 
national vote against 31 per 
cent for the Conservatives. 

This was after pollsters ad- 
justed raw polling figures in 
the ruling party’s favour to 
reflect the known reluctance 
of Conservatives at present to 
admit they support the party. 


Cambodia reports heavy army casualties 


PHNOM PENH (R) — The 
Cambodian government Fri- 
day said its army had suffered 
heavy casualties in a drive 
against Khmer Rouge guerril- 
las in the far northern pro- 
vince of Preach Vihear. 

Asked the number of 
casualties, a senior govern- 
ment official with a close 
knowledge of the fighting re- 
plied: “Too much." He 
added that an exact casualty 
figure had still not been re- 
ceived in Phnom Penh. 

"There are casualties and 
wounded on both sides, but 
the main problem is that the 
Khmer Rouge have laid hun- 
dreds and hundreds of new 
mines. There is sporadic 


fighting and the problem is 
the mines," the official, who 
asked not to be named, told 
Reuters. 

According to an army re- 
port just received from the 
front two key roads going 
through Preah Vihear pro- 
vince up to the Thai- 
Cambodian border were 
“jeopardised by mines" and 
many areas in the province 
were “foil of mines," said the 
official. 

On Wednesday wounded 
soldiers evacuated to Phnom 
Penh said the army had suf- 
tcred hundrcua u« casualties, 
in fighting since January, a 
figure later confirmed by the 
International Committee for 


the Red Cross (ICRC). 

The ICRC said Thursday it 
had given emergency aid' to 
hundreds of Cambodian 
troops in military hospitals in 
Phnom Penh and northwest 
Siem Reap, and more aid 
distributions were expected 
next week. 

“Both hospitals have had a 
massive influx of casualties 
and the majority of them are 
reportedly from the Preah 
Vihear area,” Ure Boegli 
head of the ICRC in Cambo- 
dia told Reuters. 

The Phnom Penh Hospital 
was treating more than 450 
soldiers and at least 180 had 
been brought from the north 
since early January. “With 


this number of wounded you 
can expect an equal or lar- 
ger number of killed,” said 
Mr. Boegli. 

Khmer Rouge radio Friday 
claimed that 400 government 
soldiers had been killed in the 
fighting in which 3,000 troops 
are involved. Another 700 
had died' from malaria and 
1.200 had deserted from the 
coalition government’s 
forces, they claimed. 

Cambodian Co-Defence 
Minister Tea Chamrath 
Thursday said the govern- 
ment army planned to lay 
siege lo the ancient lUth cen- 
tury temple in Preah Vihear, 
located on the Thai- 
Cambodian border. 



French wrltec®^ 

accused In 

cocaine trial ^ ^ 

PARIS (AFP) — Ft ^ 
ter Francoise Sagan 
possible 18-month su 
jail sentence and a 
franc ($9,300) fine oui 
of possessing and hancflL 
cocaine. Prosecutor Bcrmil 
Fos called for the writer, ' 
has been on triar since 
along with 25 other 
dants,’ to receive the £ 
enoes In connection wii 

offences, which 

occurred in 1992. SaganvWlw 
appeared in court W 
day for the first time since the 
trial began, su’d she does' not 
currently use cocaine,. 
that at the time of the allege 
offences it “helped her*^tek 
lowing a number of 'bei^y. 
ments. The writer ddfoflisd 
her right to use drugs. “B&y 
human being is free if ti&or 
her freedom does not affes 
that of others," told^tfie 
court. “Laws are made f&fc 
adopted to people andf 
the other way round." fS 
was given a six-montS| 
pended sentence and a Kpfo 
franc ($1,800) fine for a-sihu- 
lar offence in March 199& i& 
Lyon. The Paris proseCoibi 
urged penalties rangingifroTn 
three months suspended" io 
seven years for the otlieT 
defendants involved in -ffie 
case, who allegedly range 
from casual users to fulktime 
traffickers. >' ; ' 

Vanessa Paradis- : 
arrested for 
drugs possession: 

MONTREAL (R) — Frendi 
singer and actress Vanessa 
Paradis was arrested at Mod-. 
treaJ’s Dorval Airport and 
charged with possession of 
hashish, the Canadian Pk& 
(CP) news agency reported, 
U.S. custom officers say they, 
found about three grammes 
(0.1 ounces) of hashish in her! 
luggage, according to CP. Pa- 
radis was on her way to New 
York City, it said. She was 
released after posting a $500 
bond and was ordered to 
appear in court in Montreal 
next month, CP said. CP 
quoted reports as saying Pa- 
radis then got on a plane to 
go back home to Paris. 
Frendi radio reported Paradis had 
been in Canada to promote 
the film Elisa with actor 
Gerard Depardieu. 

‘God Must hlnre 
Forgotten Me' 


CBJ eases 


pressure 

wn^‘" s ™ 

According to 
rtnuarv memorandum, a 

limited to extend 
W*" than 15 per cent of 

00 Sal and legal reserves 

credit facihues to { 

1 Se borrower. The per- 
S was 25 per cent for | 
Seriated group of fror- 

SU Indirect credit faali- 
Sfwere limited to 25 per 
£ l0 any single borrower 
S 40 per cent to any in- 
flated group of borrow- 
JsTbe CBJ is reportedly 
Sparing an amended 
Lffiorandum which will ^n- 
Jtade new steps that would be 
taaa and simpler to carry 
ont. These would give a six- 
inontii reprieve to traders, 
industrialists and business- 
men to meet the new limits 
(Ai Aswaq). 

** The Tourism Investment 
Department of the Social 
Security Corporation (SSC) 
denied that its hotel at Petra 
tad been sold or that there is 
any intention to sell it to a 
foreign company. The cor- 
poration is only negotiating 
nth Forum, the company 
ihat manages the hotel, to 
also manage the Petra resth- 
ome. which is currently 
under the direct management 
of the SSC (Al Dustour). 


•PARIS (AP) — God Must 
Have Forgotten Me, Jeanne 
Calment is fond of saying, 
France’s oldest citizen — 
and, according to some 
accounts, the world’s — is 
preparing to celebrate her 
120th birthday Tuesday," 
“I’ve had a beautiful life”? 
she said in an interview ptil>j 
lished Thursday in the news-: 
paper Le Figaro. "With goo$ 
health, one is happy. "Pin 
still as hungry as a wolf, j| 
•120-year-old stomach /.Zf 
what says more?" Mrs. Ca£ 
mem. born in 1875 in tte 
southwestern town of Arle$- 
where she still lives, has out- 
lasted her husband and hfcr 
brother. Her daughter aifft 
grandson also are dead, so 
she has no direct descend' 
dants. But she has wonderfff- 
memories, she says. ‘Ta| 
spoiled, spoiled," she told Ef ; 
# Figaro. She remembef 
travelling to Paris and dining 
at the restaurant of the Eil^, 
Tower when it was still unde£ 
construction. -M 


India’s ‘Bandit 
Queen’ embraces^. 
Buddhism 

NAGPUR. India (AFP)® 
Indian “Bandit Queei|^ 
Phoolan Devi, who spent:]*! 
years behind bars for allege^ 
ly gunning down 22 
avenge her gang ra 
embraced the Buddhist 
here. Dressed in white, - ~_ 
Devi and her husbang^ 
Umaid Singh, took 
Buddhist vows of peac^artfc' 
non-violence before 
monks at a sprawling park-gf^ 
this western Indian dty^sofflS|- 
450 kilometres (281 
from Bombay. Cheered -by^ J 
crowd of 15,000 low-casw$> 
Hindus who had also 
verted to the Buddhist faith * ■? 
Ms. Devi took the vows a^^;^ 
Mr. Singh, amid chants 
prayers, witnesses 
as my husband does,*5?^ 
said to Dhamma Vuro,il?- 
Buddhist monk who ^ gk 
spiritual mentor during-:B£S% 
years in prison. 
who is in her early , 

comes from a tow-casK’n^g 
du family, was.rechrifogjg^ 
"Buddha Putri" orB« 
daughter while her ' _ 

took the name "Buddha 

ra” (Buddha's son). "B; 
ism is not a religion- 
way of life and the.) 
peace which leads'; 
the path of social 
ment,” the former 
told the crowd afte 
itiation. 


J,rt Jordan's Middle East In- 
vestment Bank will raise its 
capita] to 10 million dinars 
1514.2 million) in a private 
placement to allow it to ex- 
pand banking services, its 
meral manager has said. 
■We have finalised measures 
® raise our capital and it has 
tea agreed to raise it by a 
pnrate placement with 50 per 
from old shareholders 
the rest from new inves- 
Marwan Awad, gener- 
al manager of the Middle 
“st Investment Bank, told 
Reuters. He said the rise in 
capital to 10 million dinars 
1514.2 million) from four mi- 
bcro dinars ($5.7 million) 
would be finalised in two 
months. Uhas been approved 
J r Extraordinary general 
mblv. Th e bank, one of 
me Jordan’s six investment 

hant ' Was S ,ven central 
ank approval last year to 

i no e ln C0IT, mercia] bank- 
irTr? 11 - ‘fHJPta'on of raising 
ooerJ?' He Said tbe ba nk’s 

iftoor 1 !- 8 P rofits were 
1 wr° dmar s (5142,857) in 

14d oho r ^ erS,n § a ,oss of 
rSr d,nars (5208,571) the 

Kh thl year '- Mr - Awad “> d 

ZJJ 6 “Pital rise and a 
ih e hPl? 160 * re structurrng of 
“j" toira- 

return n deposvt base and 
To^J°, net Profit in 1995. 
miSio^T rosein *994 to 50 
C J lna l?. ($71 - 4 million) 
fS40 ° mil - 

fl 

to the public 

airline Jor danian, the 
by whirh ded on measures 
fc aS D 2 rTain fli .gbts will 

cou]/b? g . ed at P rices that 
cent of .h° Wer than 50 P« r 

nQ inv cost of 2111 eco “ 
Nghts ticket. These 

4e no’rm?i ICh L WiU out side 
W^J^bedule, will not 
Ra’i). pnor reservation (Al 



§ 0ve mL J ° r e danian and U.S. 

5 re ^rrently 
Jfe t?adp d out,ine for a 
th t Sf eeme "t be- 
i^rdinc Gantries. 
Static Lf° West em di- 

a* agree- 

?, c,u de °2 0ber and will 

>m s i^y ons unifying 
Nn J 0 J2 n 0n Products be- 
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castom 
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World News 



Bosnian government soldiers leave the "Ramiz Safoin" 
Barracks in the outskirts of Sarajevo to go to the nearby 
frontline. Bosnian Serb leader Radovan Karadzic 


.. .**-■?«*“>* 

annoonced yesterday that his forces will sm a sh the govern- 
ment troops if they wfl! launch a new offensive in the Bibac 
pocket (AFP photo) 


Fighting rages in Bihac despite peace efforts 


SARAJEVO (R) — Fighting 
raged around the Muslim en- 
clave of Bihac Friday as the 
major powers tried to get 
Serbian President Slobodan 
Milosevic to accept a new 
peace plan. • 

United Nations peacekeep- 
ers reported heavy shelling to 
the north of the Bihac en- 
clave of northwest Bosnia 
Thursday and through the 
night into Friday. 

Several hundred mortar 
detonations were reported 
around Veh'ka Kladusa on 
the Croatian border where 
Serb-backed Muslim rebels 
of local warlord Fikret Abdtc 
are fighting government 
troops. Another 35 blasts 
were heard around Bibac 
town, the United Nations 
said. 

Fighting in the U.N.- 
declared sue area threatens a 
seven-week-old ceasefire in- 
tended to lay the ground for 
negotiations on the latest in- 
ternational peace plan to end 
the war in Bosnia and settle 
conflicts in the former Yugos- 
lavia. 

Bosnian Serb forces sur- 


rounding the Muslim govern- 


ment 5th Corps in the area 
accuse their enemies of 
breaching the ceasefire with a 
massive push since mid- 
January. The Sarajevo gov- 
ernment counters that Serbs 
are shelling their forces. 

Russian Foreign Minister 
Andrei Kozyrev is due in 
Belgrade this weekend to 
present fresh proposals to 
Mr. Milosevic in return for 
using his influence over the 
Bosnian Serbs. 

Mr. Kozyrev wll try to sell 


Mr. Milosevic the latest offer 
horn the so-called contact 
group powers — Russia, the 
United States, France, Ger- 
many and Britain. Under the 
plan Belgrade would get re- 
lief from sanctions crippling 
rump Yugoslavia's economy 
in return for recognising Bos- 
nia and Croatia. 

“Everyone, not only us, 
. now sees he (Milosevic) is a 
key figure who favours a set- 
tlement," Mr. Kozyrev said 
in Moscow after talks with 
international mediators Lord 
Owen and Thorvald Stolten- 
berg, who were in Belgrade 
Wednesday. 

“An intensive dialogue is 
under way. Every party is 
making a contribution. As far 
as I can say, we are moving 
closer to each other," said 
Mr. Kozyrev, who has 
argued, against Washington, 
that Mr. Milosevic must be 
helped if a peace deal is to 
take hold. 

Under the contact group 
plan Bosnia would be drvided 
into roughly equal parts be- 
tween the Bosnian Serb side 
and a Muslim-Croat federa- 
tion. Croatia would be recog- 
nised within its pre-war bor- 
ders, including the 30 per 
cent of its territory, the Kra- 
; jina, now held by Croatian 
Serbs. 

Accepting such a deal 
would compel Mr. Milosevic 
to surrender the nationalist 
goal of a greater Serbia and 
leave bim open to charges of 
abandoning ethnic Serbs to 
Muslim domination in Bos- 
nian and Catholic domination 
in Croatia. 

“Milosevic could lose elec- 


tions over this.” Mihajlo 
Markovic, second in com- 
mand of the ruling Socialist 
Party, told Reuters. “Many 
Serbians would not like it It 
would reduce the Serbs (m 
Krajma and Bosnia) to an 
endangered minority." 

It is also not clear bow 
much leverage the interna- 
tional community has over 
Mr. Milosevic. 

Sanctions are damaging 
heavy industry but life in 
Belgrade goes on much as 
usual. The shops are fell of 
smuggled western goods and 
petrol is available on any 
street corner — bought by 
the bottle from smugglers. 

“He (Milosevic) is already 
criticised for making conces- 
sions without much benefit," 
Mr. Markovic said. 


Bosnian Serb leader Rado- 
van Karadzic, already iso- 
lated by his former ally Mr. 
Milosevic, is in no mood to 
compromise or talk peace. 

He has no intention of 
embracing the contact group 
plan which would force his 
troops to surrender a large 
chunk of the 70 per cent of 
Bosnia they have won in 
three years of bloody battle 
against the Muslim forces. 

.“If the.. international. com- 
munity wants war,' there will 
be war. If it wants peace than 
it will make peace, but not at 
our expense," Mr. Karadzic 
said Thursday. 

Meanwhile a U.N. military 
spokesman said in Sarajevo 
Friday, food shortages in 
Bihac are serious, but no one 
has yet starved to death in the 
northwest Bosnian pocket 


and reports of a famine there 
are inaccurate. 

Major Herve Gourraelon, 
of the U.N. Protection Force 
(UNPROFOR), said the 
situation in the UN-patrolled 
enclave was “not as dramatic 
or desperate" as some re- 
ports had suggested, adding 
that “one can speak of mal- 
nutritions but not of femme" 
there. 

His comments, based on 
“reliable” information from 
U.N. peacekeepers, came a 
day after die Geneva-based 
office of the U.N. High Com- 
missioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) said the pocket’s 
population — estimated at 
around 200,000 — remained 
on the verge of a disastrous 
famine. 

And in Rome Thursday, 
the World Food Programme 
(WFP), the U.N. organisa- 
tion in charge of food dis- 
tribution, warned that 10 to 
20 per cent of the enclave’s 
population risked starvation. 

Maj. Gounnekm said the 
four-month Bosnia-wide 
ceasefire between Bosnian 
Serb and government forces 
that came into effect on Jan. 
1 had been repeatedly 
violated in Bihac. and life 
was difficult for the enclave's 
most vulnerable inhabitants. 

But “when things become 
critical tbe (secessionist) 
Serbs let an (aid) convoy 
through," he said. 

A 96-tonne UNHCR con- 
voy was unloaded Thursday 
in Cazin in the sooth of the 
enclave, while Bangladesh 
peacekeepers in the enclave 
distributed an additional 15 
tonnes of food, he said. 


India to fence off Kashmir border with Pakistan 


JAMMU, India (AFP) — In- 
dia plans to fence off parts of 
its border with Pakistan in 
the northern state of Kahsmir 
to prevent cross-border arms 
smuggling by Muslim mili- 
tants, officials said here Fri- 
day. 

Engineers will also install 
floodlights along the zone to 
help Indian security forces 
patrol the border in Kashmir, 
the officials said. 

They did not say when the 
operation would begin, but 
added that almost 200 
kilometres (120 miles) of bor- 
der territory between the 
Akhnoor and Paharpur sec- 
tors would be fenced off at a 
cost of $100 million. 

The sources said a survey* 
showed that cross-border 
smuggling of weapons by the 


rebels was continuing into 
Indian-held Kashmir, adding 
that without fencing off the 
region it would not oe possi- 
ble to dose the “loopholes." 

Indian security forces have 
also agreed to increase the 
number of their frontier posts 
from the 60 at present to 150, 
the official sources said here, 
Kashmir’s winter capital. 

A line of control stretching 
1,000 kilometres (600 miles) 
demarcates the zones of di- 
vided Kashmir, heavily 


guarded by tens of thousands 
s from 


Pakistani zone of the Hima- 
layan province. 

Pakistan denies the charge, 
saying it only extends moral 
and Diplomatic support to the 
Muslim secessionist drive, 
which has left more than 
10,000 people dead since 
1989 when the rebellion 
gained momentum. 

India fenced off parts of its 
850-kilometre (510-mile) bor- 
der with Pakistan in Punjab 
when Sikh separatism 
readied its peak in the north- 
ern state in the late 1980s. 


of troops from both countries 
on either side of the frontier. 


New Delhi, which adminis- 
ters the southern two-thirds 
of Kashmir, accuses Islama- 
bad of training and arming 
Muslim guerrillas in tbe 


Meanwhile eight Muslim 
rebels from tbe powerful pro- 
Pakistan Hizbui Mujahedeen 
group were killed near an 
Islamic shrine during a gun- 
battle with Indian troops Fri- 
day, a Hizb press statement 


said here. 

Two militant leaders were 
among the eight killed near 
the mausoleum of Charshar- 
ief, some 37 kilometres (23 
miles) from the Srinagare, it 
said, adding that an unspeci- 
fied number of security forces 
had died in the firefigfat. 

Meanwhile, five mi I ti ants 
were among seven people kil- 
led in overnight secessionist- 
linked violence across the 
troubled state, tbe Press 
Trust of India said Friday. 

More than 10.000 people 
have died in Kashmir since 
1989 when Muslim militants 
stepped up their campaign 
against Indian rule. India ac- 
cuses Pakistan of fomenting 
militancy in Kashmir, its only 
Muslim-’majority state, but 
Islamabad denies the charge. 


N. Korea warns U.S. again 


SEOUL. South Korea (AP) 
— In tit-for-tat diplomacy, 
North Korea warned Friday 
it is ready to scrap a nuclear 
deal if Washington continues 
to try to impose “unjustifi- 
able preconditions." 

The warning, in a report by 
the North’s Communist Party 
organ Rodong Sinmun, indi- 
cated the Communist govern- 
ment has no intention of 
changing its intransigence on 
the nuclear deal, although 
U.S. and South Korean offi- 
cials say this may be a bar- 
gaining ploy. 

The report said imple- 
mentation of the accord will 
only occur on a step-by-rtep 
basts, with Washington talk- 
ing the first step. It also 
rejected dialogue with South 
Korea as a precondition. 

“As we declared more than 
once, it is our firm position 
that if the U.S. does a thing, 
we will do a thing and if the 
U.S. does two things, we will 
do the same,” the paper said 
in a commentary. 

“We have never made an 
empty talk. We mean what 
we say," said the commen- 
tary, carried by the North's 
offidai Korea (Central News 
Agency (KCNA). 

North Korea is unhappy 
with a U.S. plan to provide it 
with South Korean-made 
reactors under the Oct. 21 


nudear deal aimed at open- 
ing up the North’s nudear 
programme, suspected of 
nudear weapons production. 

The North cited safety 
problems for rejecting South 
Korean-made reactors, but 
analysts believe the real 
reason is national pride. 


Earely this week, the 
North, in its strongest lan- 
guage yet, threatened to pull 
out of the nudear deal if the 
United States insists on giv- 
ing it South Korean reactors. 

North Korea reportedly 
prefers a Russian or German 
model, although analysts say 
it might be possible to use the 
South Korean model if it's 
provided through an in- 
termediary. 

“There is no doubt that if 
the issue of the type of LWRs 
(light-water reactors) is re- 
solved, other matters will be 
solved smoothly." Rodong 
Sinmun said. 


Washington maintains the 
South Korean model is the 
only viable option for finan- 
dal reasons. South Korea 
says it will pay for most of the 
reactors' $4 billion costs, but 
only if its model is adopted. 

Another hitch is a U.S. 
demand that the North open 
dialogue with its southern 
capitalist rival, as part of the 
nuclear deal. 


Spain in fresh political 
turmoil with new arrest 


MADRID (R) — Spain faced 
fresh political turmoil Friday 
after a former top security 
offidai was remanded in jail 
on charges of involvement in 
a secret war against separat- 
ist Basque guerrillas in the 
1980s. 

Rafael Vera, secretary of 
state for security in the In- 
terior Ministry for 11 years, 
was sent to prison without 
bail by investigating Judge 
Baltasar Garzon after four- 
and-a-balf hours of question- 
ing Thursday night. 

Mr. Vera is the most senior 
former offidai named in the 
investigation into the anti- 
terrorist liberation group 
(GAL), which operated on 
the fringes of Spain’s security 
forces. 

The probe shook Prime 
Minister Felipe Gonzalez's 
minority Sodalist govern- 
ment and Spain's financial 
markets late last year and in 
the first weeks of this year. 

GAL killed 27 alleged Bas- 

? ue separatists in southern 
ranee between 1983 and 
1987. 

Before Mr. Vera, four ex- 
policemen and security offi- 
cials, including Mr, Vera's 
personal secretary, had 
already been remanded in 


custody since Judge Garzon 
reopened the case last De- 
cember on the bads of fresh 
evidence from two former 
Basque region policemen, 
themselves convicted of GAL 
crimes in 1991. 


The political crisis trig- 
gered by the case saw finan- 
cial markets and the peseta 


nosedive and brought repe- 
tition calls for an 


ated opposition 
early general election, but it 
appeared to have calmed in 
the past two or three weeks. 


Financial markets re- 
bounded on the back of 
general economic optimism 
and Mr. Gonzalez emerged a 
dear points winner from a 
bruising contest with con- 
servative Popular Party (PP) 
leader Jose Maria Aznar in 
last week's state of the nation 
debate in parhamem. 


But news of Mr. Vera's 
arrest, although widely ex- 
pected. added fuel to the 
smouldering fire. 

PP spokesman Rodrigo 
Ratio leapt to the attack, 
terming the jailing of the 
ex-security boss “a qualita- 
tive jump" in the level of 
suspected official involve- 
ment in GAL. 
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Socialist leader to face trial 


French conservatives move 
closer to all-out presidency war 


PARIS (R) — France's rival 
conservatives moved doser 
to all-out war in the presiden- 
tial election campaign Friday, 
trading accusations of sabot- 
age and incompetence as 
polls showed a sharp drop in 
support for Prime Minister 
Edouard Balia dor. 

Former Centrist President 
Valery Giscard D’Estaing 
made a stinging attack on Mr. 
Balladnr, the frontrunner for 
the April-May election, 
accusing him of weakness and 
seeking to please rather than 
govern. 

Mr. Balladur and his sup- 
porters. worried by the slump 
in h is standing m opinion 
polls, trained their guns on 
rivals splitting the conserva- 
tive vote and accused them of 
running the suicidal risk of 
helping tbe opposition Social- 
ists. 

Three surveys this week 
said Mr. Bahadur's lead over 
Socialist Lionel Jospin for the 
April 23 first round was nar- 
rowing, although they fore- 
cast he would easily win tbe 
May 7 run-off. 

“Edouard Balladur, yon 
must choose; Rule or 
please?" Mr. Giscard d’Es- 
taing wrote in the leftist daily 
Liberation. “I have not seen 
any strong government action 
m what you have presented.” 

He said Mr. Balladur’s 
presidential platform, un- 
veiled this week, fell short of 
the drastic steps needed to. 
curb a budget deficit and 
near-record 12.6 per cent un- 
employment. 

“The French people do not 
[ike those who follow rather 



than lead them... personally I 
go into the 


do not intend to go 
year 2000 asleep," Mr. Gis- 
card d’Estaing said, recover- 
ing his past presidential tone. 
He lost die presidency in 
1981 to Socialist Francois 
Mitterrand. 

His comments could hint at 
a rival presidential bid, either 
his own or that of centrist 
ex-Prirae Minister Raymond 
Barre who is expected to 
announce his intentions next 


French Prime Minister and presidential candi- 
date gavw «t an 

leaflets float around him during a campaign 
rally In the eastern Paris suburb of Nogent- 

week. 

Mr. Balladur, in Ins first 
campaign rally Thursday 
night, accused rivals of pav- 
ing foe way to’ a victory for 
foe left 'There are some 
specialists... who know bow 
to cause defeat,” be said. 

His barbs, mostly directed 
at feltaw-GauIIist presidential 
candidate Jacquxs Chirac, 
were also a dear warning to 
potential centrist contenders 
to stay out of tbe fi gh t. 

His senior supporters un- 
leashed a barrage in all direc- 
tions. Defence Minister Fran- 
cois Leotard called on Mr. 

Chirac to stop suicidal attacks 
on Mr. Balladur and Social 
Affairs Minister Simone Veil 
warned fellow-centrists 
against joining tbe election 
fray. 

“I find it saddening that 
the (centre-right) majority’s 
first casualties in 1981 and 
1988 are contributing to the 
division," Ms. VeU said. 

“Mr. Mitterrand beat Mr. 

Chirac and Mr. Bane in 
1988. 

“We are definitely, 
irremediably, incurably the 
world’s most stupid right?" 

Interior Minister Charles 


Pasque asked. “Axe we to 
offer our opponents much 
longer the show of our divi- 
sions?” 

Mr. Chirac, who has ruled 
out withdrawing despite trail- 
ing third in opinion polls, was 
preparing to fire back in . a 
major c ampaign speech later 
Friday. 


ed prob 
its own. The Rafocal Group 
said it had not won requested 
concessions from tbe Social- 
ists and might field its leader 
Jean-Francms Hory as a rival 
of Mr. Jospin. 

In another setback for die 
Socialist Party, a court 
ordered its leader Henri 
FmmaiinriK to stand trial on 
don of illicit party, 
when he was treasur- 


snsi 


er. 


Mr. Fjnman nelH, who lost 
the., party's presidential 
nomination to Mr. Jospin, is 
already due to go to trial next 
month in a related political 
coTTuptkm case. 

The right is also troubled 
by corruption probes. A 
court Friday rejected.--, 
for the release of 
former Comiuunica- 


sur-Marse. Budget Minister and spokesman of 

foe candidate Nicolas Sariozy (right) and 
Health Minister Simone Vefl (2nd right) also 
att ende d tbe. meeting (AFP photo) 

tfon Minister Alain Carignon 
who has been held for nearly 
five months m a graft inquiry. 

Judicial sources said the 
court ordered Mr.. Emma- 
nuefli and another former 
Socialist Party treasurer, 
Andre Laignel, to stand trial 
on suspicion of illicit party 
funding. It said they had not 
personally enriched them-, 
selves but that they could not 
be ignorant of the way the 
party was funded. 

State prosecutors had 
asked for foe case to be dis- 
missed for lack of evidence. 
Both Mr, EmmaneDi and Mr. 
Laignel, placed under inves- 
tigation in 1993, have denied 
foe accusations. 

Mr. Emmanuelli’s 
appealed against the 
Saying that the court had 
previously dismissed similar 
cases involving government' 
ministers. 

The probe centres on 
allegations that a consultancy 
firm accepted donations on 
behalf of the party from 
‘wifldmg companies in ex- 
r* oiige of preference in pub- 
lic works tenders in the 
Mediterranean port city of 
Marseille. 


Ecuador, 


BRASILIA (AFP) — 
Ecuador and Peru signed a 
ceasefire agreement here ear- 
ly Friday that calls for inter- 
national observers to monitor 
a border area both countries 
have been fighting over since 
Jan. 26. 

After consulting their gov- 
ernments, Deputy Foreign 
Ministers Eduardo Ponce, of 
Peru, and Maroelo Fernan- 
dez de Cordoba, of Ecuador, 
signed tbe agreement at 0450 
GMT at the Brazilian Fore- 
ign Ministry at Itamarati 
Palace, tbe official statement 
said. 

The agreement was drawn 
up earlier this week by 
Argentina. Brazil, Chile and 
foe United States, all guaran- 
tors of a 1942 border treaty 
that failed to demarcate a 
78-kilometre (48-mile) area 
in foe Andes’ Condor range. 

An observer mission made 
up of military officials from 
foe four guarantor countries 
will head to the disputed bor- 
der area within 48 hours, 
Brazilian Deputy Foreign 
Minister Sebastiao du Rego 
Barros said. 

The observer mission will 
last 90 days but can be ex- 
tended if needed, the agree- 
ment said. 

The signing of tbe Itimar- 
ary Peace Declaration was 
preceded by an announce- 
ment in Lima by Peruvian 
President Alberto Fujimori 
that he found the agreement 
generally “acceptable." 

In a joint statement, the 



In this photo released by the P eruvian govern- poses wife soldiers in tbe Cenepa River at tbe 
meat palace. President Alberto Fqjimori (left) border with Ecuador (AFP photo) 

Under the Rio accord, Quito in place since Tuesday after dor range, Mr. Fujimori told 

Mr. Fujimori declared a un- 


lost almost half its territory 
and its direct access to the 
Amazon River, a grievance it 
has nurtured over the de- 
cades. 

Mr. Fernandez de Cordoba 
said negotiations to set tbe 
border in foe disputed area 
would follow foe full imple- 
mentation of tbe ceasefire 
agreement. 

The agreement calk for a 
demilitansed zone in die dis- 


puted border zone and a gra- 
dual demobi lisa tion of mxlit- 


gnarantor countries said they 
»ru. 


welcomed the peace accox 
stressing that, in it, Quito and 
Lima had also agreed to bi- 
lateral negotiations to find a 
lasting solution to their bor- 
der dispute. 

Ecuador in 1960 unilateral- 
ly rejected the 1942 Rio Pro- 
tocol that ended a war be- 
tween the two countries. 


ary troops from both coun- 
tries in all nearby areas. 

The observer mission, 
which Argentinian Foreign 
Minister Guido Di Telia said 
Thursday in Buenos Aires 
would include 10 military and 
civilian officials from each 
guarantor oountry, will set op 
headquarters in foe areas of 
greatest friction, such as tbe 
border posts of Trwintza and 
Base Sur, the accord said. 

A tentative truce had been 


flateral ceasefire and Ecuado- 
rean said its troops would 
only respond if fired upon. 1 

At least 70 Peruvian and 
Ecuadorean soldiers have 
been killed since the border 
war began. 

On Thursday, Ecuadorean 
President Sixto Duran B alien 
said in Quito that dashes 
continued in the border con- 
flict despite the truce and 
challenged lima to accept 
the four-nation peace plan 
immediately. 


Mr. Fnjimori late Thurs- 
day said the peace proposal 


in Brasilia was “acceptable,’ 
adding that his government 
agreed with three key provi- 
sions in it and that only 
“small modifications" were 
needed. He did not elabo- 
rate. 


Bade in Lima after a two- 
day visit to the disputed bor- 
der area in the Andes’ Con- 


reporteis that foe four-nation 
proposal meant a total cease- 
fire was-in effect in tbe three- 
week conflfct- 

As peace talks advanced in 
Brasilia, - Peru Thursday- re- 
leased 20 Ecuadorean civi- 
lians it had captured since the 
fighting began, while 
Ecuador freed 21 Peruvians. 

Mr.. Fujimori Thursday 
backtracked on an earlier 
boast that Peruvian forces 
bad .driven all Ecuadorean 
troops out of what he claimed 
was Peruvian territory, re- 
capturing from Ecuador posts 
including Tiwinza. 

On Tuesday, reporters and 
Red . Cross representatives 
toured -Tiwinza and said- it 
was still in Ecuadorean 
hands. 

Both countries insisted the 
other started tbe latest round 
of fighting in the unmarked 
stretch of border at tbe head- 
qoartezs of the Cenepa Riv- 
er. - 


Japan marks month since quake with relief budget 


KOBE, Japan (Itt — Japan 
Friday took foe first step in 


meeting the daunting cost of 
reconstruction after' last 
month’s devastating Kobe 
earthquake by hammering 
out a special budget for disas- 
ter relief. 

Prime Minister Tomiichi 
Murayama's cabinet en- 
dorsed the outline of a sup- 
plementary budget totalling 
1.02 trillion yen ($10.2 bil- 
lion) to finance initial recon- 
struction costs. 

The government estimated 
Thursday that rebuilding foe 
earthquake-hit areas of cen- 
tral Japan would cost at lest 
9.6 trillion yen ($96 billion). 

Mr. Murayama has been 


severely criticised for foe cen- 
tral government’s slow re- 
sponse and failure to contain 
damage from the earthquake. 

Clearly anxious to dispel 
that impression, the budget 
outline was unvefled a week 
before foe budget bills would 
be formally submitted to par- 
liament. 

A Finance Ministry offi- 
cial told reporters the gov- 
ernment wanted to “relieve 
victims by letting them know 
how things are proceeding 
with reconstruction mea- 
sures." 

Earlier, parliament 
approved Mr. Murayama's 
first concrete measure, since 
the disaster, a package of 


bilk to cancel or cut income 
taxes and other levies for. 
those who have lost members 
of their families or homes. ' 
At noon Friday, exactly 
one month since foe killer 
earthquake razed the port 
city of Kobe, - tens of 
thousands of people observed 
a minute of silence. 

As bells toBed atop the 
Hyogo Prefecture! Hall in 
Kobe, workers at reconstruc- 
tion sites, refugees at evacua- 
tion centres and people on 
the streets . stopped and 
bowed their heads. • 

Police Friday said at least 
5,391 people were confirmed 
killed by the 7J2 Richter ear-. 


tb quake, which struck at 
dawn on Jan. 17. Two people 
were still officially listed as 
missing. 

It was Japan’s worst natu- 
ral disaster since the 1923 
great -Kanto- earthquake, 
which killed 140,000 in 
Tokyo and Yokohama. 

. • “We have just lost too 
much," Hyogo Governor 
Toshitomi Kaihara told a 
news conference. “I vow to 
keep stressing foe im p ortance 
<rf disaster prevention.” 

“I {way for the souls of all 
the precious lives that were 
lost and will . now. offer a 
minute V silence, together 
with everyone," Mr. Kaihara 
said before starting the rite. 
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Way out of logjam 


THE EGYPTIAN -sponsored draft treaty to 
toam all mass destruction weapons in the 
Middle East, including Iran, was tailored 
specially to meet Israel’s transparent objec- 
tion to ratify the Nuclear Non-Proliferation 
Treaty (NPT) and open the door for a 
comprehensive Arab endorsement of the 
proposal to extend the treaty indefinitely. 
The Israeli Prime Minister, Yitzhak Rabin, 
has repeatedly declared that his country wifi 
sever renounce its military unclear capabil- 
ity because of the Ir anian and Iraqi nuclear 
potentials. 

The extension of the NPT is up for 
consideration in April, but some Arab states, 
notably Egypt and Syria, have vowed not to 
put their seal of approval on any such 
extension without Israel’s joining the coun- 
tries already committed to this goal. 

Arab League Secretary General Esmat 
Abdul Meguid has naturally picked up the 
Egyptian initiative and made it his own. But 
vyfcat seemed at the outset to be an Arab 
unifying stance on the NPT ended np becom- 
ing a major dividing policy when a meeting 
of experts of the Cairo-based Arab League 
failed Wednesday ir ’recommend the en- 
dorsement of Cairo's post Jon to the upcom- 
ing Arab Foreign Ministers’ meeting in the 
Egyptian capital next month. 

We believe that the idea of drafting a- 
hi Middle East regional treaty banning all mass 
destruction weapons, including nuclear, 
biological and chemical arsenals, is snpport- 
s'ie but may prove to be unworkable for an 
obvious reason: Israel’s rejection of the NPT 
stems not only from its anxieties about other 
leuntries in I! * area developing or acquiring 
mass destruction bombs but also because it 
rears the long-term Arab might and its 
numerical edge. Given this reality and the 
fact that there is no way that Cairo and other 
Arab capitals with known nuclear know-how 
T7ould ever accept to be bound by a treaty 
chat does not bind Israel as well, the parties 
in this region of the world should look 
elsewhere for ideas to end this standoff than 
just to the proposed Middle East treaty 
outlawing all mass destruction weapons. 

One way out is to keep at least Egypt, and 
maybe also other countries non-committal on 
the NPT and its extension for as long as 
necessary or basically until the Middle East 
becomes blessed with a truly comprehensive 
just peace that would eliminate the 
option of war as a method to solve conflicts. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


ON THE first anniversary of the Ibrahimi Mosque mas- 
sacre, Arabs and Jews clashed in Hebron, and they are 
bound to continue dashing as long as they meet and as long 
as the Israelis occupy Arab land, said Al Ra’i daily. The 
Jewish settlers, in defiance of Arab feelings and in 
disregard to their religious sites, are continually provoking 
the Arabs and, with the help of the Israeli army, are 
desecrating Muslim shrines, said the paper. Hie paper said 
that the Palestinians, who offered so many sacrifices and 
many martyrs for the sake of securing freedom and ending 
the Israeli occupation, are ready to continue the struggle, 
Eind this was their message to the world and to the Israeli 
leadership on the first anniversary of the massacre. As long 
25 Israel continues to delay the implementation of its 
agreements with the Palestinian leadership, the Palestinian 
lands are bound to witness further acts of violence and 
bloodshed, continued the daily. It said that the way for 
preventing friction is a total separation between Arabs and 
Jews and an end to Jewish settlement programmes on Arab 
land. 

IBRAHIM ZAROVR. c columnist in Ai Ra’i, said that 
Israel is the only Middle Eastern state that possesses 
nuclnsi weapeas in addition to the other mass destruction 
yec*-?::s- Had it not been for America’s continued 
economic, financial and other kinds of help, the Jewish 
state could never have possessed this horrible arsenal, 
which the Zionists use to threaten the Arab Nation, said 
the writer. It is natural then for the Arabs to feel insecure 
and for Egypt to demand that Israel sign the nudear 
Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) and open its nuclear 
installations to international inspection, said the writer. 
Washington is trying to belittle the concern raised by Cairo 
over this issue and is claiming that the CairoTel Aviv 
dispute is a matter of difference of opinion, which the two 
sides would soon overcome, he added. But, he said, Egypt 
realises too well the grave danger inherent in Israel’s 
arsenal and is determined to spearhead Arab efforts to see 
that the Israeli nudear power is checked. 
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Something ‘entirely wrong’ with peace process 


THE ISRAELI decision to “ease” its siege of the occupied 
West Bank and the Gaza Strip was probably was only 
tangible outcome to Thursday's summit between Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (FLO) Chairman Yasser Arafat 
and Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin. But _ if that is 
touted as a breakthrough in the Israeli-Palestinian peace 
negotiations, then there is something seriously wrong m tire 
entire process. 

For one thing, the very essence of the Israel-rLO 
Declaration of Prindples signed in September 1993 is the 
concept of negotiations to determine the future status of 
the West Bank and Gaza Strip. But it has been made 


abundantly clear since then that the Israeli perception of 
those “negotiations" is based on pressuring the Palestinians 
in an ways possible and force them succumb to whatever 


Israel dictates in terms of final status. 

The Israeli cutoff of gasoline to the Gaza Strip for several 
days last week and Israel's denial to allow fuel supplies to 
tire Strip from Jordan or from Egypt were the best 
examples of this mentality. 

In any case, given the situation as h is today on the 
Palestinian ground, one would have expected Arafat and 
Rabin to aeree to brine forward the “final status” 


Rabin to agree to bring forward the “final status” 
negotiations. That would then have been a major break- 
through. But then, tire Israeli posture of “full commit- 
ment’' to the terms of the Declaration of Principles would 
not have allowed that to happen. 

What concerns us in Jordan most is the continuing 
deterioration of the situation in the occupied territories. 


Arafat and Rabin could meet every day or every hour but if 
those meetings do not produce tangible results in forms of 
the living conditions of the Palestinian people, then there is 
little sense is pinning hopes that the peace process, at the 
direction and pace it is going now, would produc e a ju st 
solution and bring about an end to the decades-old conflict 
in the region. 

From our vantage point the main component in die 
stalema te in the Isracl-PLO trade is Rabin’s political 
inability to offer the peace process the right momentum 
and push that it requires. Rabin is tied down by the political 
conaderation that he could not offer any “coocesstoas”'to 
the Palestinians because such a move would seriously 
undermine bis <rfatiAn E with the doctorate and destroy hs. 
political future. 

We do tmdeistand the political requirements of Rabin to 
continue in power for some tune more if only because of 
the certainty the situation could only get worse in tire event 
of bis Labour Party's rival, Likud, and its leader Benyamm 
Netanyahu, scoring success in their campaign to topple him 
and call early elections. But what we do not understand is 
why the fate of an entire people who have s uffe red for so 
many decades simply because that suff ering suited the 
world powers be tied to an individual's or party’s political 
future. 

The crackdown that Arafat has been forced to order 
against his own people to appease tire Israelis is the best 
example yet of tins Israeli “pr er e qui site”. Bat what is being 
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Arabs should have a unified stand 
against Israel’s nuclear threat 


By Elia Nasrallah 

THE LOCAL Arabic 
dailies last week discussed 
Israel’s nudear capabilities 
and their threat to the Arab 
Nation, the deadlock in the 
Middle East peace process 
on the Israel-Palestine 
track and a host of domes- 
tic affairs. 

In discussing Israel's nuc- 
lear power, a columnist in 
Al Dustour daily said that 
the current Arab efforts to 
force Israel to sign the Nuc- 
lear Non-Proliferation 
Treaty (NPT) is not only an 
Egyptian undertaking but 
rather a pan-Arab en- 
deavour to ensure pan- 
Arab security. The Arab 
countries are due to discuss 
the issue at the Arab 
League level in the coming 
month and it is then that 
they will show whether 
they are united on this issue 
or whether they are in dis- 
array in the face of Israel’s 
threats, said Taher Al 
Adwan. The writer said 
that the United States, 
which continually supports. 
the Israeli stand, was 
bound to exercise pressure 
on the Arabs to accept a 
compromise settlement 
which would not end the 
Israeli threat to the Arabs. 

He said that the Arabs 
should not accept a kind of 
peace imposed by the 
threat of nuclear weapons. 

Mohammad Kharroub, a 
columnist in Al Ra’i daily, 
voiced his regret that the 
Arab countries have not 
yet reached a consensus on 
now to deal with the Israeli 
nuclear threat, largely due 
to inter-Arab differences. 
Israel does not want to 
open its nudear installation 
to international inspection 
and it pursues efforts to 
build its nudear arsenal, 
said the writer. Israel's re- 
fusal to sign the NPT. said 
the writer, gives rise to 
Arab fears that the Jewish 
state is determined to im- 
pose a settlement on the 
Arab Nation through the 
power of nuclear weapons 
and with backing from the 
United States. It is regrett- 
able. said the writer, that 
the Arabs remain in dis- 
array in the face of the 
common threat that is 
posed to their present and 


future. 

Tareq Masarweh, a col- 
umnist in Al Ra'i daily, 
criticised the U.S. Secret- 
ary of State Warren Christ- 
opher for demanding that 
the Arabs and not Israel 
should sign the NPT in 
April. Tbe writer said that 
the United States, which is 
keen on protecting the Jew- 
ish state, does not care 
whether the Israelis 
threaten the Arabs with 
nudear weapons or not as 
long as Tel Aviv possess 
the means to protect itself. 

Sultan Al Hattab, a col- 
umnist in Al Ra’i, called on 
the Arab masses to protest 
against Israel’s continued 
acts of repression on the 
Palestinian people. The 
writer said that protests can 
be made through the Israeli 
embassies in Amman and 
Cairo and can be presented 
at tbe official and popular 
levels. We should not bury 
our beads in tbe sand and 
pretend that nothing is hap- 
pening in Israeli-held Arab 
lands, where our kinsmen 
are facing untold suffer- 


m Al Dustour that negotia- 
tions with the Israelis do 
not help to secure the with- 
drawal of occupation forces 
from Arab lands if they are 
not backed by resistance 
activities. The writer said 
that Israel does not wish to 
withdraw from Arab land 
and nice words would not 
force it to puli out its 
forces. He said that the 
Palestine National Author- 
ity (PNA) should use the 
resistance and encourage 
resistance activity as a way 
for forcing Israel to accept 
and comply with the re- 
quirements of peace. 

Mohammad Mahasneh. 
a writer in Al Dustour, 
commented on tbe Arab- 
kraeli- American meeting 
in Washington, saying the 
meeting was a failure be- 
cause it could not force the 
Israelis to comply with the 
peace requirements. Tbe 
Palestinian-Israeli track has 
been derailed due to 
Israel's fears of the self- 
rule, which is bound to 
extend to other Palestinian 
lands and deprive the Jew- 


THE WEEK IN PRINT 


ings. said the writer. It is 
regrettable, he said, that 
not one Arab regime has 
ret protested to Israel over 
its inhuman treatment of 
Palestinian people under its 
occupation. 

His call was echoed by 
the daily Al Aswaq. which 
said that the first 
anniversary of the massacre 
committed by the Zionists 
against the worshippers in 
Hebron stands out as a 
reminder of the extend of 
danger and continued rep- 
ression practices by Israel 
on die Arab people. The 
paper said that the Palesti- 
nian people await help 
from the Arab Nation and 
aspire to regain their legiti- 
mate rights. Tne paper said 
that the only meats for 
ending the acts of violence 
and tire Palestinian ordeal 
is through forcing the 
Israelis to comply with the 
requirements of peace and 
the implementation of the 
Oslo and Cairo agree- 
ments. 

Mohammad Kawash said 


isb state of continued 
occupation, said the writer. 
The implementation of 
peace would mean a halt in 
Israeli settlement construc- 
tion and curtailing of 
Israel’s power, something 
which is feared by the set- 
tlers and the Israeli govern- 
ment. be added. The writer 
said since its inception, tire 
PNA has been facing obsta- 
cles created by tbe Israeli 
government, which is in- 
tent on maintaining its 
holds on Arab lands. 

A columnist in Al Dus- 
tour, said that the govern- 
ment's moves to deal with 
public share bolding com- 
panies or semi-official 
organisations came too 
late. Tbe government deci- 
sion is an open admission 
that the failure of these 
firms resulted from mis- 
management and the in- 
competence of officials, 
said Mohammad Daotid. 

The writer said it would be 
a wise step on the part of 
the government if it pub- 


lished the names of those 
responsible for the firms’ 
failnre, and had them 
account for their actions. 
Since members of the 
board of directors receive 
payment in return for then- 
efforts when their com- 
panies achieve success, be 
added, these board mem- 
bers ought to be made to 
account for their actions in 
case of failure. 

In discussing the carnage 
on the roads as a result of 
road accidents, Moham- 
mad Kawash, a writer in Ai 
Dustour, said that increas- 
ing penalties on violators of 
traffic rules might not deter 
motorists from speeding or 
reckless driving. Tbe wri- 
ter said that tire spreading 
of awareness among the 
public against speeding for 
instance, should be stepped 
up not only through the 
media but rather through 
tbe schools and tbe local 
communities. The latest in- 
creases in tire number of 
road accidents reflect the 
fact that all measures which 
have been taken to curtail 
accidents have gone in vain 
and, said tbe writer, the 
time has come for the con- 
cerned authorities to try 
their hand aj a different 
approach. 

George Haddad, a col- 
umnist in AI Dustour, said 
it has become dear to all 
Arabs and the world at 
large that it is the Amer- 
icans who insist on main- 
taining the embargo on 
Iraq. Despite the imple- 
mentation of ah U.N. re- 
solutions. tbe Iraqis are still 
under siege because the 
United States wants to ped- 
dle its wea pon s and sell its 
arms to the Gulf states, 
which Washington con- 
tinue to warn against Bagh- 
dad's imaginary threat, said 
the writer. It is regrettable, 
he said, to hear the Arab 
League Secretary General 
announcing that pan-Arab 
reconciliation ana an end 
to Iraq’s plight could only 
come through Baghdad’s 
compliance with U.N. re- 
solutions. The writer said 
that such statement reaf- 
firms the fact that tbe Arab 
League has now deterioted 
to tbe lowest level and can 
by no means be counted on 
to handle any Arab issue. 


eroded in the baraaui is thef political standing of Aiafrtand 
the FLO to the detriment of tbe chances of success of the 
peace process. This basic contraSction does not seem to be 
understood or appreriaterf fay Israel, winch, given its way , 
would definitely Eke to have the PLO chairman assuming 
the role of Antoine Lahd in the Gaza Strip and actingas a 
poficeman for his own people rather than the leadereanm 

independent people who yearn for a life in. freedom and 

dignity. 

All said and done, it is very dear that there .is no magic 
solution to the deadlock in the Israch-Palestin ian^ track 
except of co u rse an immediate Israeli move to withdraw 
entirely to tbe pre-1967 fins with no exception, leaving die . 
Palestinians to handle their own affairs. Israel vrifl have to 
take tire “painful” decision to evacuate the Jewish settle- 
ments in tire West Bank regardless of the political price that 
Labour would have to pay for such a move. 

Of course, there cannot be an overnight move along 
those fines. It needs careful planning and approach, bdt tho 
process has to start sooner man later if farad wants to put 
an end to tire cycle of violence and extremumi that is 
threatening to undermine everything that has been 
achieved in the peace process so far. ’that woul d m ean 
Israel ought to d ro p its demands on how the Palestinians 
should run their affaire and bring forward tire final stains 
negotiations. That might be in contradiction of tire Deo- 
taxation of Principles, hot then will that be tire first time the 
declaration has been , contradicted by the Israelis? 


Gulf states 
frustrated but 
may sign NPT 


By Ashraf Found 
Reuter 

DUBAI — Unwilling to 
give regional rivals Iran and 
Iraq pretexts to stay out of a 
global nuclear non- 
proliferation pact,. Saudi- 
led Gulf Arabs may be per- 
suaded to sign it despite 
their anger at Israel’s refus- 
al to do so. 

Arab and Western poli- 
tical analysts also said the 
six nations of the Gulf 
Cooperation Council 
(GCC) were reluctant to 
cross the ' United States; 
which rushed to their de- 
fence after the 1990 Iraqi 
invasion of Kuwait. ~ 

Washington is pushing its 
allies hard to sign the nuc- 
lear Non-Proliferation 
Treaty (NPT) when it com- 
es up for renewal in April- 

Bnt Arabs are dismayed 
that this pressure does dot 
appear to include Israel,' 
winch has never signed the 
treaty. Israel is widely be- 
lieved to have about 200 
nudear warheads, the only 
country in tire Middle East 
to have a nudear arsenal. 

Israeli Foreign Minister 
Shimon Peres insisted on 
Monday the Jewish state 
would not sign the treaty 
despite a sharp exchange 
with Egypt over the issue at 
a meeting of Arab-Israeli 
foreign ministers in 
Washington on Sunday. 

The analysts said Gulf 
Arab states supported 
Egypt’s campaign to per- 
suade Israel to sign the trea- 
ty and resented die U.S. 
pressure on them as evi- 
dence of double standards 
that gave Israel the benefit 
of the doubt in the Middle 
East. 

But they have so far stop- 
ped short of joining Cairo's 
demand that Arabs should 
make their signature con- 
ditional on Israel's acces- 
sion to the treaty. 

“GCC frustration with 
Israel putting itself forward 
as a special case is under- 
stood... but they have a 
(Afferent set of considera- 
tions titan Egypt," said one 
Western diplomat. 

‘Til be surprised if the 
GCC gives a definite *no’ to 
NPT," he said. “I don’t 
think we are at a make-or- 


break point. There is a lot 
at stake." 

“The logic of tire argu- 
ment on . Israel is 100 pdf 
cent right and there is dear 
(LLS.) double standards. 
But, all things considered, I 
think the Gulf (Arab) states 
will sign (the NPT),” said 
an Arab analyst. 

Tbe United States has 
been trying to.percuade tire 
GCC that it should follow 
Iran, Gulf-based diplomats 
said. 

“The GCC should take 
the moral high ground and 
not hold hostage a treaty of 
great impact, bn global 
peace. Iran is being fairly , 
shrewd about tins (NPT 
issue),” one Western diplo- 
mat said,' reiterating 
Washington's argument. 

- Tehran" has said it will 
remain an NPT* signatory 
despite the treaty’s flaws 
because ifdoes nor wish to 
be in the same camp as 
Isrhel. 

Golf Arabs have express- 
ed concern about Iran’s 
nudear programme, which 
Washington says could de- 
velop a nudear weapon in a 
few years. Ixan insists its 
nuclear programme is 
peaceful. 

“I think GCC states look 
more towards Iran. By not 
signing, * they could give 
Iran a pretext to do the 
same, something drey do 
not want,” said the Arab 
analyst. 

- The military machine of 1 
Iraq, including its nudear : 
arms programme, has been 
largely dismantled in line 
with 1991 Gulf war. cease- 
fire resolutions, though 
some Western military ex- 

• perts say Baghdad can re- 
vive it if U.N. monitoring of 
its weapons programmes 
are loosened. .. . 

Iraq, once the Gulfs 
other main power, is also an 
NPT signatory, but it urged 
fellow Arab countries last 
month not to sign tbe treaty 
unless Israel did. ' 

The GCC, Egypt and 
Syria, in the context of their 
four-year-old economic and 
political alliance, the 
Damascus declaration, took 
a united stand earlier this 
month against international 
tolerance of Israel’s refusal 
to sign the NPT. 


LETTERS 

Damaging comments 

To tbe Editor: 

I WOULD like to respond Hussain Derameh’s letter to the 
editor (Why people write letters, Jordan Times, Feb. 15). 

Since tire writer took notice of two letteis to the editor on 
two occasions, I would assume that he, like many Jorda- 
nians, reads tbe Ifrnes frequently. \ 

Tbe students of Jordanian universities could be 
offended, and rightly so, if we label all of them as 
non-readers’ of toe Jordan Times. As for the public 
relations officers of oar government, rt would be such a pity ; 
if they do not bother to notice readers’ comments in your . 
paper. What happens when one of our “guests” scuds in a 
comment? Does it go unnoticed? 

Suggesting that we avoid talking about our problems in 
an English daily will not make such problems disappear, 
but wiffgxve tire impression that we are indifferent to these 
problems and; for instance, think that it is okay to stare and 
make remarks at passers-by. Staring, incidentally, is not a 
secret we can keep from our guests; they experience it on a 
daily basis. 

Tee writers’ comments themselves are damaging to our., 
image. He is. requesting afl Jordanians to refeaJn from'' 
writing about any negative side of our society in the Jordan 
Times ami reserve such comments to Arabic defies. All 
this in an open letter to tbe editor of tire Jordan Tones for 
all our “guests" to read! : - . 
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JORDAN TIMiK» | 


A GUNMAN yelled from 
behind the silhouette of Us 
raised Kalashinkov assault 
rifle outside the floodlit 
bouse in south Mogadishu. 
"Go back, go back, go 
back! Nobody is to come 
here!'’ he shouted, his gun 
trained on our car’s wind- 
screen. People milled in the 
shadows. There were no 
faces, only the forms 
thrown out by the lights 
perched on a wall strung 
.with razor wire and broken 
glass set in concrete. 


Somalia braced for new dark age 

Mark Huband hears a ‘moderate’ say US peacekeeping ‘bastards’ 
don’t have to be shot — then see s a local have to limbs cut off 


This was the headquar- 
ters of Osman A to in Moga- 
dishu last week. Until De- 
cember Mr. A to was the 
main financial backer and 
dan ally of faction leader 
General Mohammad Farah 
Aideed. Now they are fight- 
ing each other and the ten- 
sion rises every day as 
Somalia prepares for the 
United Nations' pull-out 
and the murderous chaos 
that looms in its wake. 

A car escorted by a truck 
with a mounted 
machinegun broadcast Mr. 
Ato’s message that nobody 
should confront the esti- 
mated 8,000 American 
troops due -to land this 
month to protect the with- 
drawing United Nations 
forces. Two hours earlier, a 
different car had broadcast 
Gen. Aideed's opposing 
message. The car was shot 
at and two people died. The 
rival messages are the out- 
ward sign of preparation for 
conflict whidh has split the 
Habergidir dan at a time 
when unity is most needed. 

Gen. Aideed is fighting 
for his political life. Mr. 
Ato is hoping to save his 
own. Gen. Aideed has not 
been seen in public for 
months, while Mr. Ato is 
limping around Mogadishu 
on crutches after a land- 
mine blew away half his 
foot and took a chunk out 
of the other. 

u We had a very heated 
raw yesterday, Mr. Ato 
said after a meeting with 
Gen. Aideed. “He has to 
give in. He wants to be 
president and prime minis- 
ter, but he can't be. I be- 
lieve that he is walking in 
the middle of darkness, 
even among his own people 
and power base. 

"We don’t want anyone 
to bother the Americans, 
even though we have some 
differences and disputes 
with them, but that doesn't 
mean we have to shoot 



Eye of the storm: The withdrawal of UN forces nest month is dealing the way for a showdown as Somali factions take advantage of a diplomatic disaster 


those (American) bas- 
tards." 

Mr. Ato is planning to 
sue the U.S. government 
for the ill treatment he re- 
ceived in 1993 when die 
U.S. declared war on Gen. 
Aideed and his followers. 
"But Aideed has become so 
hard that he may find that 
everybody has abandoned 
him.” 

Throughout the city the 
newly aligned and newly 
split dans and sub-dans 
plot and - counter-plot over 
who will be president when 
the U.N. leaves for good. 
The timetable for the de- 
parture has been kept ex- 
tremely vague. While the 
U.N. mandate officially 


ends on March. 31. the 
Americans said on Friday 
that they hope to be out 
during the first week of the 
month. 

All U.N. civilians are 
now bunkered down at 
Mogadishu airport, having 
'moved from the former 
American embassy com- 
pound 12 days ago. The 
compound was looted with- 
in minutes of their depar- 
ture by gunmen who had 
comped outside overnight 
before the U.N. left. 

The U.N. civilians were 
due to leave Mogadishu by 
Tuesday. The American 
troops, their helicopters 
and AC-130 bombing and 
surveillance planes flying 


King guest of honour at summit 


(Continued from page 1) 

March 6 to 12. 

In less than a fortnight two 
major crises in the diplomatic 
field deriving partly from the 
upcoming summit have 
embarrassed the Danish gov- 
ernment. 

A visit by Iranian Deputy 
Foreign Minister Mahmood 
Vaezi, who, due to the fatwa 
issued against British author 
Salman Rushdie, was denied 
entry to neighbouring Nor? 
way and Sweden, aroused 
bareh attacks in both the par- 
liament and the majority of 
the press. 

Many critics accused the 
government of neglecting in- 
sistence on human rights in 
order to protect the Danish 
export of feta cheese which 


last year amounted to 28,000 
tonnes to Iran. 

Observers assessed that the 
government deemed a non- 
committal conduct necessary 
in view of its impending role 
as host of several other fore- 
ign government representa- 
tives from countries being ac- 
cused of flagrant violations of 
the world charter on human 
rights. 

Hardly had the Iranian 
visitor departed for Paris 
from Copenhagen airport be- 
fore a journalist arriving from 
Accra at the very same air- 
port forced the Danish gov- 
ernment into swift action to 
prevent impending accusa- 
tions of racism. 

Neglecting a fully valid visa 
the passport police denied 
entry for die Ghanaian repor- 


Arafat rejects ‘Jenin- first’ offer 


(Continued from page 1) 

During the symposium, en- former U.S. Secretary of 
titled “The Mediterranean State Henry Kissinger and 


After the Peace,' What Fu- 
ture?," guests — including 


other past and present gov- 
ernment ministers from va- 


Juppe warns Egypt in NPT row 


(Continued from page 1) 
programme. 

Mr. Mubarak has insisted 
that Egypt would only sign 
the extension of the NPT. if 
Israel did the same. 

But Israel has refused, cit- 
ing its special "security” con- 
cerns, and has never con- 
firmed Western reports that 
it possesses about 200 nuclear 
warheads. 

Mr. Musa reasserted 
Thursday in Bonn, after talks 
with German Foreign Minis- 
ter Klaus Kinkel, that his 
government could not com- 
mit itself to a prolongation of 
the NPT unless Israel also 
signed the treaty. 

Israel insists it will not sign 
the treaty until it is satisfied 
that countries will not sign 
the treaty until it is satisfied 
that countries like Iran, Iraq 
and Libya do not pose a 
threat to it. 

"Mr. Rabin wants by all- 


means to hint that Egypt is 
going in a direction hostile to 
Israel. I feel sorry for this .. I 
wish Rabin will be more 
accurate rather than compli- 
cating relations between us,” 
Mr. Mubarak said in Cairo. 

“I could tell you very 
frankly that we would like 
Israel to sign the NPT be- 
cause Israel is just on our 
borders ... any leakage or 
anything that happens 
threatens the national secur- 
ity of this country/’ the presi- 
dent said. 

“I am not speaking about 
the Arab World. I am speak- 
ing about Egypt. It » inse- 
cure to have all these nuclear 
weapons in Israel without any 
inspection from the interna- 
tional community." 

Mr. Mubarak denied 
allegations made by Mr. 
Rabin to parliament that* 
Egypt tried to influence Afri- 
can states, including Tanza- 
nia, Djibouti and Comoros, , 


overhead, arrived by over- 
craft on Mogadishu mis- 
sions all last week. 

' The troops will take over 
the port on Feb. 27 to pro- 
vide a ‘united shield’ as die 
Pakistani, Malaysian, 
Bangladeshi and other 
U.N. troops leave. 

The anti-shark net. which- 
was strung beneath the 
waves just off the coast to 
allow U.N. employees to 
swim in peace, has already 
been removed so that U.S. 
amphibious craft can land. 
Thousands of tonnes of 


ter as he did not bring with 
him an invitation to visit De- 
* nmark issued by the Foreign 
Ministry so he could make 
arrangements for his cover- 
age of the social summit. 

The incident prompted 
both the development and 
the foreign ministers to pub- 
lish annoyed comments and 
issue strict instructions for 
the. passport authorities to 
demonstrate considerably 
higher standards of conduit 
and flexibility. This, the 
ministers stressed, will be im- 
perative when the massive 
influx of more than 20,000 
both official and non- 
governmental representatives 
joined by an estimated 5,000 
media people from all over 
the world bead for 
Copenhagen in the days to 
come. 


nous countries — will discuss 
topics such as the future sta- 
tus of Jerusalem and econo- 
mic prospects for the region. 


not to establish ties with 
Israel. 

The Israeli daily Haaretz 
reported Friday that the Un- 
ited States bad demanded 
that ferae! take “unilateral 
steps" to avoid a full-blown 
crisis with Egypt. 

. Algerian 

(Continued from page 12) 
tions. 

The Armed Islamic Group 
■<GIA), the most radical of 
the factions fighting the 
military-backed regime, and 
’AIS, the armed wing of the 
outlawed Islamic Salvation 
Front (FIS), have threatened 
more suicide attacks. On Jan. 
30, a suicide bombing in cen- 
tral Algiers killed 42 people 
and injured 286. The GIS 
.claimed responsibility for the 
attack. 

Meanwhile, the govern- 
ment is continuing with pre- 
parations for presidential 
elections to be held before 
the end of the vear.- ' 


as possible, to avoid it fall- 
ing into the hands of the 
gunmen responsible for the 


Ekeus to probe 

(Continued from page 12 ) ' 
of S14 a barrel for similar 
Middle Eastern oil, the paper 
said. 

“That’s a big discount, 
which explains why many of 
us are willing to take risks to 
move that oil," an unnamed 
London-based trader told the 
Times. 

The United Nations allows 
Iraq to export just 75,000 
barrels a day to Jordan, to 
cover Iraqi costs for the 
purchase of medicine and 
food. The country had been 
exporting 2.5 million barrels 
a day before the Gulf war, for 
revenues of S12.7 billion a 
year. 

Using the clandestine net- 
work. Iraq is exporting about 
200,000 barrels a day, the 
Times said. 

U.S. Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher said 
Thursday the State Depart- 
ment is looking into the New 
York Times story. 

He pointed out the United 
States has been the leader in 
trying to ensure that the sanc- 
tions' against Iraq are en- 
forced. “Embargoes or sanc- 
tions are seldom perfect, and 
there unfortunately is almost 
always a certain amount of 
leakage." be said. "We’re 
looking into this particular 
report. If accurate, we would 
certainly want to take steps 
with respect to that leakage. 
But the important thing over- 
all is to understand how much 
pressure we have put on the 
Iraqis, how important those 
sanctions are." ' 

He noted that the U.N. 
resolutions provide an oppor- 
tunity for the Iraqis to sell 
their oil and use the proceeds 
for humanitarian purposes. 
‘.They've* been unwilling to 
do that, which can only mean 
to us that if they sell their oil 
they probably want to use the 
funds they get for weapons 
purchases or some other de- 
leterious purpose,” Mr. 
Christopher said. 

White House Press Secret- 
ary Mike McCurry confirmed 
the report that Iraq is selling 
oil in violation of United 
Nations sanctions, but m 
quantities far below those 
cited. “Our own experts esti- 
mate” the leakage is 80,000 
to 100.000 barrels a day 
rather than 200,000 barrels, 
he said. 


biggest diaster in U.N. his- 
tory. 

Perhaps nothing now 
could reunite the Habergi- 
dir leadership except war 
against their common 
enemy — the Abgai clan of 
north Mogadishu. Bnt now 
men such as General 
Mohammad Nur Galai, 
who is emerging as leader 
of Gen. Aideed's fighters, 
are making extensive con- 
tacts with the Abgai clan 
and its leader, Ali Mahdi 
Mohammad, in a bid to 
avert civil war. 

■ Gen. Galai is short, 
smartly dressed, with 
greying hair and a friendly 
manner, and says: "Wien 
Aideed sees the Habergidir 


spiriting, he always creates 
a conflict to reunite them. 
In the past the Habergidir 
have always been willing to 
follow him. But there have 
been many casualties. Most 
of the Habergidir are ready 
to reconcile with the other 
dans.” 

After five years of civil 
war, Gen. Aideed’s men, 
patrolling in their gun- ■ 
mounted Toyota Land 
Cruisers, are as be- 
leaguered as the city of rub- 
ble, bullet-riddled villas and 
sand-clogged streets. 

Gunmen at Gen. 
Aideed’s checkpoints take 
money from passing cars. In 
previous years they had 
plenty of monety; now they 


are raising funds. At a 
checkpoint on the port road 
a gunman trained his 
Kalashnikov at the head of 
a .taxi driver, took 500 
Somali shillings from him, 
lowered the gun and then 
handed the driver a receipt 
before waving him on. 

To avoid his eclipse, 
Gen. Aideed has secured 
the support of Mohammad 
Kanyare Afrah — who de- 
fected from Ali Mahdi. last 
September and is now his. 
closest military ally. 

“The question is: Who 
will be in the top seat. 
Which dan and which per- 
son?” said Mr. Farah. who 
is now based in a few dark 
and sweltering rooms at a 


Mogadishu hotel .whose., 
courtyard teems with his 
gunmen. “We are hot 
ideologists. There’s nothing ' 
for nothing. Politics isn’t 
holy. It's interests. When 
we are in politics we are 
salesmen. We sell tile poli- 
tics to people. And every 
dan and sub-dan has the 
same concern." 

Ali Mahdi must accqpt 
Gen. Aideed as president 
and himself as vice- 
president. If he refuses, or 
forms his own government, ■ 
then there will be fighting. 
‘We will attack to etumn- 
. ate," he said. 

The U.N. Somalia having 
spent $2 .5b. Its mission has 
been a qualified success on 
a humanitarian front, its 
military mission a failure 
and . its political aim of 
, bringing law, order and 
government bade to Soma- 
Ha a complete disaster. 

"The departure is a race 
tigamst time to a certain 
extent. It’s unprecedented 
for a U.N. operation to be 
functioning but also pack- 
ing up,” said George Ben- 
nett, the UNOSOM 
spokesman. 

P^vate contractors work- 
ing for the U.N. are feeling 
the brunt of die rush to 
leave. The U.N.'s Austra- 
lian catere r s, Morris Sup- 
plies, which had a $100tn 
contract to feed the troops' 
and civilians, reckons me 
U.N. will owe it S20m in 
unpaid bills by the end of 
the month. 

The company claims it 
does not have the money to 
pay off Its workers, but its 
Somali employees and local 
traders to which it owes 
money will not let them go. 

“Before they kill us. one 
of us will get kidnaped. 
That’s the way they oper- 
ate. There’s no way if we 
backed now that we would 
make it to the airport. We. 
owe too much money to 
leave here alive, and we 
have told die U.N. that," 
said Morris's managing 
director, Robert McVicker, 
who has a private army 
which will guard him until 
the bills are paid. 

Back on the streets, the 
m iti H as will be extorting, 
threatening and killing- to 
survive, plunging the coun- 
try once more under the 
rule of the gun, as the world 
closes its eyes on* what 
Somalia is to become. 

The Observer 


Opposition says Iran trains 
kamikaze pilots against Israel 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Iran is 
training Kamikaze pilots to 
attack Israel and plans to 
send spies masquerading as 
immigrants to the Jewish 
state, an exiled Iranian 
opposition figure said in an 
interview published Friday. 

Manouchehr Ganji said he 
chose to talk to the Yedioth 
Ahronoth daily because he 
wanted ot win support in 
Israel for Iranian expatriates 
seeking to topple Iran’s Shiite 
Muslim fundamentalist rul- 
ers. 

"I think that Israel has an 
interest in helping the Iranian 
opposition topple the govern- 
ment of terror." said Mr. 
Ganji, who lives in Paris and 
heads a small group called 
the Organisation for Human 
Rights and Fundamental 
Freedoms in Iran. 

Mr. Ganji, a former Ira- 
nian education minister, said 
he was looking for help in 
building a shortwave radio 
station to broadcast from 
France to Iran. 

Mr. Ganji, who claims he 
is number one on Iran’s 


wanted-dead list, quoted 
what he said were reliable 
sources in Iran who told him 
the government was training 
suicide pilots for missions to ' 
Israel. He said the pilots were 
trained in secret camps. 

"According to the report, 
four pilots have completed 
the course and have already 
left Iran in order to get ready 
for the mission," Mr. Ganji 
told Yedioth Ahronoth. 

Mr. Ganji also said that 
Iran is planning to send 
agents to Israel. “They will 
go undercover as Jewish im- 
migrants, apparently from 
Syria, but mis is not defi- 
nite," hew said. 

The director general of 
Israel’s defence ministry, 
DAvid Ivri, warned in an 
interview Friday that Iran 
was buying sophisticated war 
planes and long-range mis- 
siles that could reach Israel. 

The Iranian threat is not an 
immediate one, but if we do 
not. prepare ourselves now, 
we are liable to find ourselves 
without a satis f actory way to 


Russians, Chechens extend truce 


(Continued from page 1) 

by the people,” he said. 

Chechen cleric Muhamcd 
Alsabekov said meanwhile 
Russian Prime Minister Vik- 
tor Chernomyrdin intends to 
order a halt in fighting in 
Chechenya until March S. the 
end of the Holy Month of 
Ramadan. 

The mufti said Mr. Cher- 
nomyrdin had made the 
undertaking In a meeting 
with Chechen spiritual lead- 
ers Wednesday. 

Mr. Alsabekov said the 
Muslim d erics would also try 
to stop military operations on 
the Chechen side. The 
Chechen people would never 
“oppose the clergymen," he 
said, quoted by the news 
agency Interfax. 

A Russian parliamentary 


butiuuiiuiuii set up to assess 
the Chechen conflict has 
summoned senior political 
and military leaders for a 
hearing Monday. 

Among those summoned 
by the commission are Rus- 
sian Defence Minister Pavel 
Grachev, the architect of the 
intervention id Chechenya 
that started on Dec. 11, for- 
mer Russian Deputy Presi- 
dent Alexander Rutskoi, and 
former Parliamentary Speak- 
er Ruslan Khasbulatov, a 
leader of Chechen opposi- 
tion. 

Also called to appear were 
Salambek Khadzhiyev, the 
former Soviet-petrochemicals 
minister Moscow wants to 
put at the head of a new 
Chechen government. 
Nationalities Minister Sergei 
Shakhrai, and former Prime 
Minister Yegor Gaidar. 


respond in the future,” Mr. 
Ivn told die daily Davar. 

Amid U.S. pressure to iso- 
late Iran, the country’s sup- 
reme leader warned Friday 
that the Iranian nation would 
not buckle, Tehran Radio re- 
ported. 

"I state here in the pre- 
sence of multitudes of wor- 
shipers, on behalf of every 
individual of the nation, that 
the enemies of Mam can 
never bring the Iranian na- 
tion to its knees,” Ayatollah 
Ali Khamenei said in a ser- 
1 mon at Tehran University. 

He said last week’s massive 
turnout at a rally in Tehran to 
mark the 16th anniversary of 
Iran’s Islamic revolution 
proved to Iran's enemies that 
their efforts to weaken the 
clerical Muslim establishment 
were doomed to failure. 

" The A mericans are plot- 
ting with every govemement 
they can to bring pressure on 
the Iranian nation, to force 
the Iranian government to 
surrender," he said in the 
sermon aired on Tehran 
Radio, monitored in Cyprus. 

The United States, which 
identifies Iran as a "rogue 
state” for allegedly sponsor- 
ing international “terror- 
ism,” has sought to persuade 
Tehran’s trader partners to 
downgrade their commercial 
activities with the Iranians. 

Washington, which alleges 
Iran is involved in a covert 
nuclear weapons programme, 
also has been trying to dis- 
suade Russia from selling 
midear reactors to the Ira- 
nians. But Russia said this 
week it wonld go ahead with ■ 
the sale. 

Iranian officials say 
Washington has no evidence 
for its allegations against 
Iran, but is angered at Ira- 
nian opposition to the Arab- 
Israeli peace plan. 


Earlier this week state-run 
Tehran Radio said the Un- 
ited States was like "a giant 
in the service of Zionism." 

Clinton administration 
officials are encouraged that 
a strenuous lobbying effort 
has thus far headed off 
approval by Japan of the $450 
million loan to Iran. 

The administration has 
given high priority to isolat- 
ing Iran but has had difficulty 
winning broad international 
support. Germany main tains 
dose ties with Iran and a 
Russian agreement to pro- 
vide nudear reactors and 
training to Iran is a sore point 
in U.S. relations with Mos- 
cow. 

U.S. officials have pushed 
bard — thus far successfully 
— to persuade Japan not to 
go ahead with the loan, which 
is the second installment on a 
power project said to be 
worth $15 billion. Japan says 
the loan request is still alive. 

“The U.S. government is 
expressing its concerns, and 
we take into consideration 
what they say,” said Hiroshi 
Hashiinoto, an official at the 
Japanese embassy 
Washington. 

He noted that the prop- 
osed loan would not be ear- 
marked for the Iranian gov- 
ernment, but for the Iranian 
firms carrying out the project 
in the southern part of the 
country. 

In response to statements 
by U.S. officials that Japan 
has deferred a decision, Mr. 
Hashunoto said: “There is no 
set period as to when we 
should decide.” 

He acknowledged there is 
a fundamental difference in 

die way Japan and the United 
States penxive Iran. 

“We believe it- is very 
dangerous to isolate Iran," . 
he said. 


Jordan Times 
Tel: 667171 


i » ^ 

& * -. : - 


a* 

i rr 

12' ' lr-. 

iS ."■*? 
H- :£ 

£ 




B rv- 

i> . 

t : v" 

h B 


U ! r 







JORDAN TIMES, SATURDAY, FEBRUARY IS, i99S 


with inflation, 
:et deficit 



SANAA (R) — Yemen is 
suffering from raging infla- 
tion and the government is 
resorting to printing money 
to fund its budget deficit, 
Deputy Prime Minister 
Abdul Wahab Aii A] Ansi 
said. 

“The situation has reached 
the stage where the state's 
job has become one of pro- 
ducing money... it has be- 
come a money producer,” 
Mr. Ana told a news confer- 
ence Thursday. 

Mr. Ansi said the start of 

economic reform in Yemen, 

one of the most impoverished 
M Arab countries, “is to cut 
down the budget deficit by 
_ finding new resources for the 

R state.’ 

He declined to disclose the 
deficit. Yemen had no budget 
JE for 1993 and 1994 because of 
e j political instability which led 
Ire to a two-month cavil war be- 
jra tween north and south last 
re< year. The 1995 budget has 
on not yet been presented to 
ie parliament. 

f Unemployment is running 
vnu at 30 per cent of the esti- 
iid mated workforce of four mfl- 
Ulton* 

is This week Yemen in- 
JN creased prices of state- 
ed controlled food by between 
i £ 21 and 196 per cent. Prices 
e of some foods are soaring on 
iysthe black market. Yemenis 
Hi say locally produced veget- 
nyables, meat and eggs have 
i v risen by 60 to 100 per cent in 
7 > recent weeks, 
cci The price of imported 
> 0 | goods has shot up as Yemen's 
, ini currency continues to lose 
>t. value. 

izij An official newspaper said 
els last Sunday that authorities 
Sit had arrested wholesalers to 
41-stop prices from spiralling 
se — 

th 

•. .:oh/ 


further. 

Mr. Ana declined to dis- 
close figures on inflation 
which economists and diplo- 
mas said ranges firotp 60 to 
100 per cent. 

The government has held 
talks with the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) and 
the World Bank, but diplo- 
mats said it did not seem to 
be acting on their recom- 
mendations. 

The IMF was reported to 
have recommended unifying 
the two-tier exchange rate to 
50-55 riyals per dollar, re- 
placing an official rate of 12 
riyals and a central bank- 
sanctioned free rate of 84 
riyals. The riyal trades at 
about 110-120 to the (foliar 
on the illegal black market. 

Mr. Ansi said reforms 
would require tightening ex- 
penditures, controlling re- 
venues, allowing the private 
sector more freedom and 
t«o-Hing the problem of sub- 
sidies. 

He said Yemen spends 
$400 million annually to sub- 
sidise wheat and flour. Mr. 
Ansi said the official price of 
wheat and flour was about 
one tenth of the real value. 

The state recently raised 
prices of these staples by 36 
per cent and 25 per cent 
respectively but residents 
said there were shortages and 
that the black market price 
was 200 to 300 per cent high- 
er. 

“To start with, subsidies is 
a wrong policy. It encourages 
corruption,” Mr. Ansi said. 

He [tinted that Yemen 
might increase the price of 
petrol and gas. The price of a 
small bottle of mineral water 
is three times that of one litre 
of petrol. 


U.S. posts worst merchandise trade deficit 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
The United States posted its 
biggest merchandise trade 
deficit in history last year as a 
surge in imports swamped a 
record level of exports, the 
Commerce Department re- 
ported Friday. 

The deficit soared by 25.4 
per cent last year to $166.29. 
billion, compared to a 1993 
shortfall of $132.58 billion. 

President Ginton has cited 
big market-opening deals as 
one of bis major achieve- 
ments since taking office, but 
the new figures demonstrated 
the challenges the United 
States faces m the global eco- 
nomy. 

Deficits with Japan and 
China both set records last 


year. The Japanese imba- 
lance climbed H per cent to 
$65.7 billion while the trade 
gap with China surged at an 
even faster rate of 30 per cent 
to $29.5 billion. 

These figures count only 
trade in merchandise. If ser- 
vices are also included, the 
1994 trade imbalance totals 
$108.11 billion, 43 per cent 
higher than a $75.73 billion 
goods and services deficit m 
1993. 

In a glimmer of hope, the 
deficit m merchandise and 
services narrowed in Decem- 
ber to $7.34 billion, the smal- 
lest monthly deficit in nine 

months. 

Many economists believe 
U.S. trade fortunes will im- 


prove this year as growing 
economies overseas boost 
U.S. exports while America’s 
growth rate skrws, thus cut- 
ting demand for foreign 
goals. 

However, they concede 
that the recent economic 
troubles in Mexico, which is 
America’s third largest ex- 
port market, wifi dampen 
whatever improvements 
occcur as the weaker peso 
makes U.S. exports more ex- 
pensive in Mexico while mak- 
ing Mexican goods cheaper in 
tbs country. 

Even before December’s 
steep plunge in the peso, the 
U.S. surplus with Mexico was 
shrinking. For the year, the 
surplus totalled $1-34 billion. 


down 19 per emit from 1993 
and an even steeper drop 
from 1992 when the United 
States had enjoyed a S5.8 
billion surplus with Mexico. 
The lower surplus in 1994 
occurred even though U.S. 
exports to Mexico dim bed by 
223 per cent. This gain was 
offset by a 24 per cent rise in 
Mexican imports. 

Opponents of the North 
American Free Trade Agree- 
ment, which is eliminating 
trade barriers among the Un- 
ited States, Mexico and 
Omada , have predicted that 
America’s surplus with Mex- 
ico will vanish aftogetherthis 
year because of die plunge in 
tire value of the peso. 


The $16639 bflhon mer- 
chandise deficit for last year 
surpassed the 1967 record for 
goods on a balance of 
meats baas of $159.6 1 

The combined deficit of 

$108.11 billion in merchan- 
dise and services was the 
largest imbalance since a re- 
cord $114.8 billion deficit re- 
corded in 1988. 

The goods and services fi- 
gure was aided by .the. fact 
that U.S. exports of services 
such as travel and consulting 
fees dim bed to an all-time 
high of $58.2 bflhon, helping 
to offset somewhat the mer- 
chandise deficit; 

For the year, exports of 
merchandise climbed 10.1 


cent to an all-time high of 

80 billion. However, 

foreign imports .of merchan- 
dise climbed as even faster 
133 per cent to $669.09 bil- 
lion, also a record level. 

The trade figures would 
have looked even worse if oil 
prices had not fallen in 1994. 
The average prices per barrel 
was $1432, the lowest since 
1988. Even with the price 
decline, America's foreign oil 
bill rose to $6034 billion, up 
5.9 per cent from 1993, as the 
volume of shipments rose. 

Tmpfwt a of autos and auto 
parts, another big factor in 
America’s chrome deficits, 
climbed 15.8 per cent to 
$118.64 billion last year. 


Mark allure irresistable 
despite headaches at home 


FRANKFURT (R) — The 
German mark jetted higher 
Friday, unaffected by the 
threat of a massive engineer- 
ing strike, as investors across 
the world clamoured for 
sanctuary from tumult else- 
where, senior currency deal- 
ers said. 

“Internal German issues 
and interest rates and exter- 
nal interest rates are totally 
irrelevant at the moment. 
People are just getting out of 
everything if it’s not marks 
and into marks,” said Victor 
von Klemperer, die head of 
foreign exchange at Dresdner 
Bank A.G. in Frankfurt. 

Some say the move has just 
begun, others say it's over- 
done. 

“There’s no end in sight,” 
said Michael Burkhart, fore- 
ign exchange manager at 
Helaba in Frankfurt. 
“Dollar/mark could go to 
1.46. mark/lira to 1,100 — 
anything's possible.” 

The dollar fell to a low of 
1.4768 marts in Friday morn- 


ing, hitting its weakest level 
since October 1992, and the 
lira was bid at a record low 
1,086.75 to the mark. 

If anything, immediate 
domestic factors — other 
than the prospect of higher 
interest rates down the road 
— might suggest a weaker 
mark short-term, the dealers 
said. But no one is looking at 
such factors. 

The mark has soared some 
two per cent against the lira 
and sterling in the past six 
trading sessions, and has 
jumped some four per cent 
against the dollar. 

It has jumped even though 
Germany’s powerful en- 
gineering union I.G. Metal] 
has threatened a strike before 
month’s end to back its de- 
mands for a six per cent wage 
hike. 

But the prospect of a wide- 
spread strike, and its poten- 
tial to choke economic recov- 
ery, would likely weigh on 
the mark if anyone were 
paying attention to it, said 


Reto Feller, chief spot dealer 
at Commerzbank 

One theory making tire 
rounds in the market suggests 
the opposite — that an infla- 
tionary package would per- 
suade the Bundesbank to 
push rates higher sooner 
rather than later. 

Few here believe, howev- 
er, that the union has the 
clout to drive through an 
inflationary wage deal or that 
employers have any reason to 
rush into an expensive 
accord. Many see a three per 
cent rise. 

Dealers in Frankfurt large- 
ly dismissed this speculation 
linked to interest rates as 
unrealistic. 

“That’s silly,” Mr. Feller 
said. The mark is up because 
“people still trust the mark.” 
Indicating that the rush to 
marks was simply safe-haven 
buying, he added: “You can 
see that in the stability of the 
Swiss franc." 

The franc, another tradi- 
tional harbour is tunes of 


market stress, has been hcrid- 
ingits own against tire mark. 

The market is also paying 
no beed to a regional election 
cm Sunday in the German 
state of Hesse. 

“Ninety-five per cent of 
traders worldwide don’t 
know its happening,” Mr. 
Von Klemperer said. 

The recent European 
foreign-exchange agonies 
were locked off in Britain 
amid Conservative Party 
bickering over the future of 
Europe that undermined 
sterling. Hie tumult spread 
tike wildfire to encompass the 
currencies of Spain, Portugal 
and Italy. 

Some experts said the 
mark's gaira had been over- 
done. The head of foreign 
exchange at a top German 
foreign exchange bank said, 
“It’s exaggerated. There’s no 
reason for the mark to be 
higher in Europe.” Com- 
merzbank’s Feller agreed, 
saying "it’s overdone at these 
levels” 


African economic outlook brightest in a decade 


■>"ES3URG (R) — 


rh 

~ : rth Air: 

a's 

economic 

t r 

• ■ ! ? n 

7*. 

•heir bright- 

rh 

in 1 Ci z: ci 


•j: : .he coun- 

— 

•. Lai } 

- «• 

C scape the 

7 i 

■■ir.w-rTO"-:Ii 


" which had 

. I 



its top em- 

Di 

4 .": 


saiti. ’ 

1 rap." 

ISS 

3cn - c.-> 

Re 

eco- 

s 


V- 

ec: : r at the 

bi 



ri cr-car of 

rift 

.rustics*. 



ta 

“The ;uiy 


stii! out on 

nr 

" hether we 

will 

be able to 

Tl 

break out cT 

that traD on a 

g 

surrsirs?;;- 

:V' 

."he told a 

LT 

news cc r.i :r-_ 

T.C .' 


Its 

The chamber ■wiid ihc eco- 

th 

“o my could erov 

5.5 per cent 

nr 

:! ir vear arc 

r e - 

■pending 2. 1 

or 

■Vaa 


the second 

'll! 

v.;ar of slow recovery from its 


P* 

tin 

P 
VIi 
t s 

0 
iza 
nv 
n 

1 

pa 

>rl< 

“T 

an 

wj 

nti 

sei 

» i 

js; 

tyi 

17 

ni 

rs 

ly 

is 

til 

T> 

s 

er 

mr 

en 


longest recession on record. 

3ut, with population 
growth running at nearly 2.5 
per cent a year, much stron- 
ger sustained economic ex- 
pansion was needed to im- 
prove general living stan- 
dards significantly. 

"If you took where we’re 
coming from, that (growth 
prospect) is good. But if you 
look at where we’re going. 


it's not,” chamber director 
general Raymond Parsons 
said. 

Official figures show nearly 
half of the potential labour 
force is unable to find work in 
the formal sector of the eco- 
nomy. And, said Mr. Van 
Rcnsburg, it was able to 
absorb less than one in 10 
new jobseekers, perhaps only 
one in 10 C. 

The chamber’s monthly 
business mood index showed 
confidence W 3 S stable in 
January at December's 108.2 
level, but below last year's 
high of iii 9 in July and 
August. Base 100 was 1990. 

It said the mood had been 
tempered by recognition that 
investor confidence required 
stability in the post-apartheid 
national unity government — 
which las; month was rocked 
by a bitter row between Pres- 
ident Nelson Mandela and 
Deputy President F.W. de 
Klerk. 

And even at this stage of 
recovery, it faced constraints 
such as inflation, balance of 
payments strains, drought 
and labour disruptions. 

“Growth in excess of three 


per cent... can therefore not 
be taken for granted, and 
fiscal and monetary manage- 
ment of the economy remain 
important,” it said. 

The 1994/95 budget due to 
be unveiled on March 15 
would be crucial in shaping 
the future investment cli- 
mate, it said. 

The chamber predicted 
average inflation of 10 per 
cent this year versus 9.3 per 
cent in 1994, and a widening 
off the current account deficit 
to 3.5 billion rand ($1.0 bil- 
lion) from an estimated 1.0 
billion ($286 million) last 
year, which showed a marked 
deterioration from the nearly 
six billion rand ($1.7 billion) 
surplus in 1993. 

Net capital inflows last 
year, following a prolonged 
drain prior to last April’s 
historic all-race elections, 
had boosted the central 
bank’s gross gold and foreign 
exchange reserves by more 
than 50 per cent, it noted. 

However, they still co- 
vered only about two months’ 
worth of imports, and it was 
important such inflows con- 
tinued. This in turn deman- 


ded the country projected a 
good image to international 
investors. 

“In the light of the recent 
crisis in Mexico, international 
investment flows are likely to 
be even more discerning and 
risk-averse,” the chamber 
said. 

Meanwhile, a Washington- 
based research group said 
South Africa has attracted a 
marked increase in American 
business and investor interest 
since the dying days of apar- 
theid and sanctions. 

The Investor Responsibil- 
ity Research Centre (IRRC) 
said a survey of 69 U.S. 
pension funds and other insti- 
tutional nvestors found that 
more L.-n half were already 
investing or planned to invest 
in South Africa in the next 
year. 

Notably these relatively 
bullish attitudes were ex- 
pressed m August or Septem- 
ber, before Smith Africa had 
even obtained formal risk 
assessments from leading 
American credit rating agen- 
cies Moody’s and Standard 
and Poors, and the Japanese 
agency Nippon. 


They also preceded its in- 
clusion in various prominent 
emerging market investment 
indices. It said in a report 
released in Johannesburg. 

IRRC made no mention of 
the Mexican financial crisis 
which erupted In December 
and its potential impact on 
attitudes towards Sooth Afri- 
ca as investors reviewed 
emerging market risks and 
rewards. 

It did say, however, that 
U.S. portfolio and corporate 
investors, while gradually 
showing more enthusiasm, 
still often had questions and 
concerns. 

“Representatives of sever- 
al U.S. institutional (port- 
folio) investors that are not 
yet investing in South Africa 
told IRRC that they are wait- 
ing to see how the new gov- 
ernment’s policies will work, 
or that they do not have 
enough knowledge of South 
African investment condi- 
tions,” it said. 

It said U.S. corporations 
were nevertheless increasing 
their profile in South Africa, 
adding that this month 183 
bad direct investment or em- 


ployees in the country. 

This was a 36 per cent 
jump since President Mande- 
la called for the lifting of 
sanctions in September 1993, 
several months before last 
year's historic all-race elec- 
tions. 

It counted 498 companies 
with non-equities ties, such as 


or sales 
agreements, with South Afri- 
ca. 

This, according to figures 
released by it last month, 
compared with 598 non- 
American multinationals 
with direct investments or 
employees in Sooth Africa, 
and 442 with sales or licens- 
ing deals. 

U.S. companies which 
have returned after disinvest- 
ing in the 1980s include Coca 
Cola, CPC International, 
IBM, Pepsico and Sara Lee. 
Ford has repurchased equity 
in its manufacturing opera- 
tions. 

U.S. companies which 
have entered South Africa 
for die first time indude Ap- 
ple Computer, Morgan Stan- 
ley and Hyatt International. 


Peanuts 


YE5 ma'am.. we've MISSED 
YOU AT SCHOOL.. WE THOUGHT] 
MAVBE YOU'VE BEEN 5iCK..U)E 
BROUGHT you SOME FLOWERS..) 


WHO ARE WE 7 
WE'RE A COUPLE 
OF YOUR STAR 
PUPILS.. 



CHECK THE 
ADDRE55 
AGAIN, 
MARGE.. 

I KNEW IT.\ gt 
WE HAVE 91 
THE WRONG / Tj 
HOUSE! J £ 

jp| 

gppl 


SHE KEPT 
I THE FLOWERSJ 
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THE BETTER HALF, 


By Glasbergen 


All you ever talk 
about is your job! 
Why don’t you talk 
about music or 
| i politics or religion? 

\ 


I would if I was 
a musician, or 
a politician, 
ora priest! 



THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 

|®. bvHnriAnaUndWnVtUmi 


Unscramble these (our Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
lour orefinary words. 


ORXYP 

I 




YOBOT 



w A j 

HARKEWi 


□ 

YATIRR 



■ 

m 



HOW THE 
COUPLE WANTEP 
TO GET MAPPED. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by he above cartoon. 


Prrit answer ham: THE “ LOLXTt-IXJ 

(Answers Monday 

' Jumbles: DITTO JOKER FONDLY FIZZLE 
Answer. WhythsJuweaa^reaABdhwjdoctora--- 
IT WAS A JOWT EFFORT 


Yesterday's 


France slams Britain 
over EU aid to poor 


PARIS (R) — French Fore- 
ign Minister Alain Juppe 
a t tacke d Britain Friday for 
seeking to slash its contribu- 
tion to the European Union’s 
(EDs) development fund for 
some of the world’s poorest 
countries by one-third. 

Mr. Juppe, president of the 
EU*s Council of Ministers, 
said it was “neither politically 
nor morally acceptable” to 
offer 70 African, Caribbean 
and Pacific (ACP) less money 
in real terms over the next 
five years than they received 
in 1990-95. 

Mr. Juppe played down the 
refusal of Germany, the big- 
gest contributor, to increase 
its payments in line with in- 
flation, saying it had moved 
closer to France’s proposals. 

Instead, he singled out Bri- 
tain for lacking European 


solidarity and dismissed Lon- 
don’s contention that it 
wanted to give more aid 
bilaterally instead of through 
Brussels. 

“It is not true to say that 
some countries are increasing 
their bilateral aid and doing 
less mnltilaterally while 
others are doing the oppo- 
site. There are countries 
which are globally increase 
their development aid and 
countries winch globally re- 
duce it,” he said. 

Mr. Juppe cited figures 
showing Britain’s total de- 
velopment aid had declined 
from 0.38 per cent of gross 
domestic product (GDP) 
1981-83 to 031 per cent in 
1992, while Prance’s' had in- 
creased from 0-54 to 0.63 per 
cent of its GDP in the same 
period. 


FORECAST FOR SATURDAY FEBRUARY 18, 1995 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer. Carroll Righter Foundation 


ARIES: (Much 21 to April 19) Meal day to 


the 
tep out 


philosophy that will make your life happier in the future, 
with people you admire mis evening and have a good time. 

TAURBS: (April 2D to May 20) You have planned certain activities 
with relatives and there is no better day for them than now. Make 
your life far lumpier by right thinking and right mting 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) A good day to sit down leisurely with 
associates and dine while making better plans for the future. Do not 
neglect visiting your good friends this evening. 

MOON mil JRPfe (June 22 to July 21) Think big and can mak« 
for 'increasing ytior ‘ income in the future. St down with 
" experts who are at leisure and get good ideas from them 


LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Good day to be with people you really 
like for re cre a tion. Take time to improve your appearance so that 
you wfl] be a trig hit with everyone. 

VIRGO: (Angst 22 to September 22) There are promises you have 
kept today or chores that must be done so 


made that need to be 
at them and don't procrastinate, 
future. 


Use yOur vi»OU in planning 


LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) Ideal day to enjoy the 
company of friends you like and admire. Repaying some social 
obligations is good so that you are extended further invitations. 

SCO RPIO: (October 23 to November 21) A good day to sit down 
with some big wig you know and get die advice, data, and backing 
you need. Some civic task today oouid prove to be most helpful to 
you and your community. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) Any int e r e st yon 
— y have in some modem way of living cad be investigated today 
i die best of those plans adopted. It is a good day to set plans for 
the trip you have your heart set on. 

CAHUCORN: (December 22 to January 20) Do those things which 
bring you added favour from those who are die greatest assistance to 
you. Show that you are appreciative of their special goodwill. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) You can come to a better 
understanding with an associate in your borne today than you can in 
your office. Gontact those you want in your life for the days ahead. 
PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) There is some task you can get 
done today which should not be pur off until another time. Those 
around yon can be most helpful id helping you in fawning those 
tasks. 

Birthstcmc of February. Amethyst — Onyx 


THE Daily Crossword 


by Bigene Puffanbwuar 


ACROSS 
1 GstarcMki 
5 Hurts of grain 
ID Qo » mouthed 


14 Roster 

15 PwtaMnoto 
Mood 

16 Jay of TV 

17 Novwfc* 
Wngstoy 

18 Mppodroma 

19 Cereal 

20 HITS 

23 Angered 

24 Ram's maw 

25 Riparteig (bcKjiS 

27 Chut*! recess 
29 Bte d abwg 
school iattes 

32 Venerate 

33 Steed 

34 Look tea Tom 

35 RUNS 

38 Lany, the eager 

39 Weigh! 
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40 Rotated 
matern a l l y 

41 Not in. sbbr. ■ 

42 God of mr 

43 VWe 

44 Comie Olsen 

45 Two Mules lor 

Sister ' 

46 ERRORS 

64 Lika 

55 Escaraoi 
58 Forfeer that 

57 Gowtry road 

58 NoveisiZota 

59 Literary Bones 

60 MMc 

61 Passover meal 

62 Forest atom 

DOWN 

1 Khgor 
horseshoe 

2 (Mafe septet 
3BMsmgor 

Reddng 

4 Dhm ba ad 

5 Pursues 
BKtau of Judea 

7 USA word: abbr. 

8 


Du j day's Puzzle strived: 



9 

10 Actress GJsm 

11 VUfaefJaeob 

12 Pay to play 

13 Playwright Hart 

21 Went wrong 

22 TW — renew 

25 Extemporize 

26 Travelers • 

27 Buenos — 

28 BtcJnsky. *£. 

29 Corrupt 

30 Trivial 
3t — dbdt 

32 taraaTs Bwi 

33 Learning 

34 Hart* spina 

36 Enfrhetdzas . 

37 Brings up 

42 Tavern quart 

43 Auhor Norman ■ • 

«4 Proposal 

45 Spoof 
h^plnin 

48 Fasten ooraatan 48 Amerc* 51 Ubanoi tributary 

47H»nH9 4S “ndsotWa— ■ S2 Esfatenca 

acronym 50 Foray 53 Pentode 
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A review 
of economic news 
om (be Arabic press 


$.$CBJ eases 

'-^^pressure 


,JWln £ a » ^W. 

^ents. TKl Uni ^t f-- 1 ** ^ entra ^ Bank of Jor- 

righj [ '^‘.dan (CBJ) cancelled a 
Oilman k!? Uie drt''ttxcmorandunx it issued last 
toe r frf.f^I n 8 >i [ik month concerning ceilings on 
ftoar .r 0 ^ tii*. credit facilities- According fo 


* as givenT'^' 
^^edseni^.- 


i e 0Ih ~ 10 P&mL'-'no more loan is per cent of 
as o?. Cr **? rugT/ its capital and legal reserves 
in direa credit facilities to 
any single borrower. The per- 


f , VeQ a' s,,_ in direa credit facilities to 


franc i my borrower. The per- 

centage was 25 per cent for 
Lvf.n ■!!!* in toJ “*y interrelated group of bor- 
u ■ n . The rowers. In direa credit fadli- 
ihr ' 3 Cities J ^ were limited to 25 per 


“■tnaants i n , i 1 ' terrelated group of borrow- 
!***■ who aj^ ■ ers. The CBS is reportedly 
r °m casual orZf 5 ; preparing an amended 
* ra flickers. memorandum which will in- 

y dude new steps that would be 

v 3nesg0p easier and simpler to carry 
arrester * out - ’ rhese wMld give a six- 
j cai 6«l0f month reprieve to traders, 
^•lIQs pOSsc*. industrialists and business- 
r ®*cSl men to meet the new limits 
' !< JNTREaL(d, (A! Aswaq). 

S and i£ ■ 

r-radis ii'ac ... 

trr-iiv r» -irir Thft Tourism Tnwcrm^nf 


• !r -ar* Doa i '■ ** The Tourism Investment 

• chsrsej **■' Department of the Social 
5 toiihlsh ih* V* 5 *- Security Corporation (SSC) 
1 1 CPi n L„ denied that its hotel at Petra 
I C S cuaL 3 ^ 5 toad been sold or that there is 
1 found afoS* 5 - - ** y intention to sell it to a 
1 i" 1 cumw f forei JP company. The cor- 

;. J£ ‘ . res ' c '^r poration is only negotiating 


jtofrposr ouse, which is currently 
^ r,J a “ was e> under the direa management 
-.rear In conn a 1 - of the SSC (A1 Dustour). 

rr '-* month. CP L 

: jy?ed remits s.’ x ☆☆ Jordan’s Middle East In- 
then am*. '' vestment Bank will raise its 
j" h ack home • capital to 10 million dinars 
radio leporc— - (S14.2 million) in a private 
'-=0 m Canada-- placement to allow it to ex- 
film Eft si k- pand banking services, its 

0 -'r: Dewdxu. general manager has said. 

"We have finalised measures 
* GodMllStHwS to our capital and it has 
been agreed to raise it by a 

1 Cr gotten Me private placement with 50 per 

. cent from old shareholders 

- A r\b (API - 4: and the rest from new inves- 

rvigonentt. tors.” Marwan Awad, gener- 
;• - ncni 15 lcm£, ' ; al manager of the Middle 

r'- i'-’c* oldesr East Investment Bank, told 

- { Juiordiik' Reuters. He said the rise m 

.■.wants, the* capital to 10 million dinars 

; r-. r inne ic d (S14.2 million) from fonr mi- 

; 2--ih birihd:;- lion dinars (S5.7 million) 

had a hsE would be finalised in two 

,;w said in an up' months. It has been approved 

li.-ord T7iuntffa}* : by an extraordinary general 

r jr.rLeFiaiP ^ assembly. The bank, one of 

sjai:h. pne sfc the Jordan’s six investment 

••'" .is bunen 2 il banks, was given central 

■ ■■ -Tear-old sur bank approval last year to 

■iKif moffft engage in commercial hank- 
ie. pom id 1»' : St-9 0 completion of raising 

TT'h* lon ' He bank's 

. • operating profits were 
" - ,c £ hl*i; 100,000 dinars (5142,857) in 

^ H 1994, reversing a loss of 

-other ner . 146,000 dinars ($208^71) the 

JK ' n a w . previous year. Mr. Awad said 

^ w . ^ both the capital rise and a 

j.nti. bui mf management restrocturing of 

-r.? mones. the bank wll allow it to im- 

■rorted. spow* 0 - r prove its deposit base and 

rii-ifo - return to net profit in 1995. 

1 ; : dims w F Total assets rose m 1994 to 50 
3: the restJurstf million dinars ($71.4 million) 

' »er when mw* from 28 million ($40.0 mil- 
, .-?>rru«.iion- - lion) in 1993. 


. jj-’c ‘ggn® ** To encourage the public 
inuiea 3 j-- to fly Royal Jordanian, the 

Queen airline decided on measures 

o..<-(/4hiSfn b y w bich certain flights wfll 

BudOil ^ aj-ranged at j^ces that 

India could be lower than 50 per 
• : N auPL • j|| 15 cent of the cost of an eco- 

1 • - ; ”di*' n nomy class ticket. These 

phiVi-m J- flights, which will be outside 

•. :.i :> h^b'f 1 . 5 r the normal schedule, will not 

\ -unnins 0 ^ reqnh-e prior reservation (Al 
Ral). 


V cunnine 


n v i and [ff0 i 


iWSr The Jordanian and U.S. 


: T'\' j Sincto- . 1 .. governments are currently 
» v 1 n,-! ! . . ".,urt ti^rZ drawing a broad outline for a 


- «iims » C drawing a broad outline for a 
p ' jJ ' J fienrt ".t- free trade agreement be- 
■' ,1iT ■' 1 r j sr rJ ^een the two countries. 
rrf"** .’J m ln^S’i According to Western di- 
: plomatic sources, the agree- 

■" e mhav- w thent, which is expected to be 
]$.& t signed in Oaober and will 
t -:i , - v d 0 .m li^ include provisions unifying 
i w-.sdu* iv .l- customs fees on products be- 
• u1 M nkiI> e ' tf tween Jordan and the U.S. 
\j.. Dc' -1 . L jtjiid ctoj* The . agreement is also ex- 
Mr s,n - to remove customs 
: ^Mvct 5 - * Ljfld iJ^- barriers on American goods 
; m> nharird 3 entering the Kingdom, espe- 
I TmJ 10 cars* on condition that 

i suJdh* 1 n . rt , t ir Jordanian products exported 
| .triiual <„ fj: “ U.S. are mv^the 
j : ir , >n F* t jifr’f same treatment (Al Dus- 
: in hc ,n**K-. tour). 

; 

I J’J pu^ ‘Lrf* The number of tourists 
i "c^ r «l'i^ R[ |#.4 entering Jordan from Israel 
! n3 ntf across the Jordan Valley 

! :tH,ii -,iddhJ' s ? I ni3i'-^ Bridge and Wadi Araba cros- 
r - ” ,P nor a 5in8 was 43 during the 
August-January period. The- 
ttj' ! h „.fc l^a! % tourists stayed 87330 nights 
pc.!-' - of . wi l t l ’o Jordan and spent about $8 
-ht‘ Ft 1 [h*: Vfr* million (Al Aswaq). 


British firm sets up office in 
Amman to help businesses 


By a Jordan Hines staff 
reporter 

AMMAN — A British group 
has set up an office in Am- 
man to act as a data centre 
that would help British firms 
do business with Jordan and 
other commies in the region 
as prospects have brightened 
with the breakthroughs in 
Arab-Israeli peace process. 

The British Middle East 
Interests Group, opened its 
regional official in Amman 
last week, will “act as a facili- 
tator” by gathering and pas- 
sing on information on 
opportunities and details re- 
levant to doing business in 
rbe region, said Stephen 
Crouch, a senior representa- 
tive of the group. 

Mr. Crouch said he and 
colleagues have been holding 
a series of meetings in Am- 
man in the past week. They 
held talks with Chief Cham- 
berlain Prince R’ad Ben Zaid 
and Amman Financial Mar- 
ket (AFM) Director-General 
Omayya Touqan on Thurs- 


day. 

“Our is a broad-based 
approach,” covering all sec- 
tors and aspects of business 
including industries, exports 
and services, Mr. Croud) told 
the Jordan Tunes. 

"We arc here to do busi- 
ness with the region and will 
be looking at prospects in 
Jordan, Syria, Lebanon and 
the West Bank and Gaza,” 
Mr. Crouch said. "We will 
also be arranging visits and 
meetings locally and in the 
region for British business- 
men.” 

Among the immediate 
tasks undertaken by the 
group is preparing for the 
participation of Bmish firms 
pi the Amman economic con- 
ference to be held in Octo- 
ber, Mr. Crouch said. 

The Amman conference 
will be a follow-up to the 
economic summit held in 
Casablanca, Morocco. late 
last year 

The Amman conference is 
expected to discuss concrete 
proposals that were pre- 


sented in Casablanca and 
businessmen and govern- 
ments hope that definite 
ideas would be forthcoming 
during the gathering on 
financing for projects. 

Dozens of British firms 
attended the Casablanca con- 
ference and many of them 
have made significant prog- 
ress in negotiating with 
Jordanian firms on joint pro- 
jects. 

However, not many British 
firms are keen in entering 
joint ventures with direa 
capital involvement, accord- 
ing to locaJ businessmen. 
"Most of them prefer ro enter 
licensing arrangements and 
help in technological help 
while keeping financial in- 
volvement in the country to 
the minimum,” said a Jorda- 
nian businessman 

Mr. Crouch said his group 
would also be reviewing the 
facilities and incentives 
offered by the Jordanian gov- 
ernment to foreign investors 
and at "effective means of 
what the British companies 


can do and the Jordanian 
government can offer to 
facilitate business.” 

"Wc have already involved 
several Jordanian bcnnessEccn'' 
in the group’s activities, he 
added without elaboration. 

Britain has been a tradi- 
tional trading partner for Jor- 
dan, but its ranking as one of 
the top exporters to the king- 
dom’s private sector has de- 
clined over the years 

However, many British 
consultants are working 
closely with die government 


Trade talks give boost to 
Jordanian stock prices 


By a Jordan Tunes 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Positive politic- 
al developments in the Mid- 
dle East directly and indirect- 
ly linked to Jordan gave a 
boost to trading and stock 
prices at the Amman Finan- 
cial Market (AFM) last 
week, brokers said Friday. 

They attributed to the im- 
provement in the market also 
to investor expectations that 
foreign funds were coming in 


in various sectors. British ] after several months during 


firms have been conducting 
studies on how best to trans- 
form the Telecommunica- 
tions Corporation and Royal 
Jordanian as well as the Jor- 
dan Electricity Authority into 
fully-fledged commercial en- 
tities. 

A British firm is also con- 
ducting in-depth studies on 
the Qa Disi aquifer in the 
south to determine the best 
means to utilise the water of 
the subterranean reservoir. 


! which Western firms assessed 
] the situation before making 
j up their minds to buy Jorda- 
\ aian stock. 

1 The weekly report of the 
j AFM said Iasi week's ramov- 
| er was JD 4 million, up 17 per 
I cent from the previous 
! week's JD 3.4 million. 

( The general share price in- 
dex closed at 143 points, 
gaining 2.3 points, or 1.7 per 
cent, during the week after 
steadily dropping over three 
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490.955 

194.500 

184.500 

187 . 230 

42,123 

4.130 

4.150 

4.318 

El, 589 

4.100 

4.100 

4.320 

1,953 

3.5SO 

3.590 

3.350 

1.494 

1.440 

1.440 

1.420 

11,433 

2.450 

2.450 

2.450 

144,247 

5.950 

5.930 

4.010 

20,793 

2.950 ■ 

2.950 
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1.370 
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3.710 

1.780 
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3.530 
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4.100 
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3.050 

3.100 

93,174 

1.290 

1.290 

1.100 
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4.150 

4.150 

4.000 
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JORDAN CERAMIC UfKISSUES 
JOROAX DAXCT 
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BAN AL DANA DEVELOPMENT A INVESTMENT 

ARAB INVESTMENT 4 INERNATICRAL TRADE 

ARAB ALOMlVrOR INDUSTRY 

LIVESTOCK C POULTRY 

ARAB PAPES CONVERTING k TRAD INC 

KATIORAL STEEL INDUSTRY 

INTERMEDIATE PETRO-CHEHZCAL ENDOSTUES 

JORDAN ROCnoCL ZXDU5TRXES 

ALADDIN moOS TRIES 

JORDAN INDUSTRIES t HATCH/JIMCO 

NATIONAL CABLE A HIRE MANUnCTERW 

JORDAN SOLPW-CKEMZeALS 

ARAB CE HI B t POR PHARR. I CHEMICALS 

XAMTHER I N V ES TMENT 

UNIVERSAL MODERN IMDOSTRIES 

JORDAN IN DUSTRIAL CO. 


1,4*8 

3. *00 

5.590 

3.850 

215 

2. ICC 

2.200 

2.150 

1,072 

2.700 

2.700 

2.(80 

8.845 

2.540 

2.3*0 

2.570 

34,2*5 

2.730 

2.730 

2.819 

143.234 

7.780 

7.780 

8.000 

28,791 

9.930 

9.330 

0.940 

41,485 

4.700 

4.700 

4. 7C0 

•4,192 

0.740 

5.740 

0.770 

29,033 

2.340 

1.140 

1.410 

9,115 

4.000 

4.000 

4.040 

10.972 

2.370 

2.370 

2.470 

9,047 

1.403 

1.400 

1.430 

4,421 

4.203 

4.200 

4.200 

11,913 

0.780 

0.780 

0.740 

27,341 

4.850 

4.850 

4.820 

3.748 

1. 750 

1.730 

1.730 

9,984 

2.52C 

2.520 

2.540 

4*3 

1.703 

:.7oo 

1.700 

75,175 

3.9(0 

3.940 
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■9,(34 

1.B9C 

1.B90 
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SECTOR 


KZDOU EAST XRSURAMCE 
ARABIAN SEAS INSURANCE 
GENERAL ARABIA INSURANCE 
JORDAN FRENCH INSURANCE 

INSURANCE SECTOR 


JORDANIA N ELECTRIC POWER 
JORDANIAN ELECTRIC POMZR /BEN 
JORDAN NUCE* 

ARM INTERNATIONAL HOTELS 
JORDAN KATIORAL SHI PP IN G LINES 
RATIONAL PORTFOLIO SECURITIES 
JORDA N INTERNATIONAL TRADING CAN T ER 
JORDAN PRESS POURDATXOH t ALRA'Z 
UNI T ED KZDOU EAST A CO MMO D O RE HOTELS 
| ARAB INTER. POR INVESTMENT A EDUCATION 
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CHANGE 
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SECTOR 


1371218 INDEX NUMBER I 124.11 


INDEX NUMBER I 


PARALLEL MARKET TRADING ACTIVITY FOR THE PERIOD {11/02/1**3 - 13/02/1**5) 
VZZXL! REPORT 


INDEX NUMBER! 138.30 


52.402 

135,182 

443 

22.028 

380,32* 

32,351 

582 


SERVICES 


SECTOR 


JORDAN TOBAC CO S CIGARETTES 

THE JORDAN CEMENT FACTORIES 

3B ARM POXASR/REN 

JORDAN PETROLEUM RBFZKUX 

THE INDUSTRIAL COMMERCIAL A AGRICULTURAL 

THE JORU M WORSTED MILLS 

ARM PHARMACEUTICAL MANUFACTURING 


COMPACT'S SAKE 


2. *50 3. *50 2.950 C ENTRAL GENERAL TRADING A STORAGE 

4.700* 4.700 4.040 ' ' ' JORDAN TRADB KACZUTXES 

3.150 3.150 3.410 ZARXA PRIVATE UNIVERSITY 

2.110 2.1X0 2.310 UNIFIED CO. FOR ORSAHISIBG LAND TUANS. 

0.970 0.970 0.970 ARM FIN ZWV.CO 

11.930 11.950 11.450 ARM FOOD t MEDICAL APPLIA NC ES 

2.270 2.270 2.440 NATIONAL CH L O R IN E INDUSTRIES CO. LTD 

3.800 3.800 3.840 MATXORAL 'IT X11IJ! A PLASTICS IMS. C3 

1 ■■ •"*' " 1 - JORDAN SEN CABLE COMPANY 

898290 INDEX HHUli 132.07 KATIORAL MULTIPLE ZHDOSmES 
CHAKE I *3. IS* KL-ZAJ READY NEAR MANUFACTURING CO. 

" ZNTZ8NAXI0HAL TOBACCO 8 CIGARETTES 

34.500 34.500 34.500 UNIVERSAL METALS 

2.930 2.930 2.990 KATIORAL EMU LAN AM MO INDUSTRIES 

5.050 3.050 3.050 UNION CHEMICAL A VBCATZABLE OIL INDUSTRY 

9.400 9.400 9.400 JORDAN STEEL 

3.900 3.900 3.950 ARM ELECTRIC INDUSTRIES 
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4,821 34.500 34.500 

107,191 2.950 2.930 

9,217 5.050 3.050 

59,1(9 9.400 9.400 

5,401 3.900 3.900 

•7,950 7.450 7.4S0 

425,524 4.180 4.180 
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1.4(0 

47 
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2.750 
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02 
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0.940 

1.010 

5 
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1.050 

1.070 

43 
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1.C40 

1.440 

1.480 

2 
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1.149 

1.140 

1.110 

54 

820 

2.430 

1.(30 

1.470 

43 

202 

2.120 

1.120 

1.200 

20 

0*7 

2.250 

2.250 

2.100 

37 

*S( 

2.430 

1.430 

1.540 

1 
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2.750 

1.750 

1.750 

71 

1C5 
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2.700 

2.700 

2.400 

33 
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0.940 

0.940 
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32 
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1.120 
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Financial 

Markets 


Jordan Times 

in cvopvntian wftfi 

Cairo Amman Bank 


Cmiwc) 

US. DoUet 

Sterling Pound 
Dcutscbr Mari. 


Franco Franc 
Japanese Yen c 
Dutch Guilder 
Swedish Krona 


Belgian Prune 


Cnrrenc) 

Bahraini Dinar 
Lebanese Lira* 
Saudi Rlyal 
Kuwaiti Dinar 
QaUri Rival 
Egyptian Pound 
Omani Ri)il 
(ME Dirham 
Greek Drachma* 
Cypriot Found 


Bid 

V.*9 iO 

Offer 

0.7000 

1.0936 


0.4c 3i 

0.4e56 

0.5460 

0.5507 

J. 1335 

0.1342 

i).ni7 

0. 775?. 

C.4I3J 

i\j|55 



0,045 5 

0.0437 


FOR RENT 

Many apartments and villas 
furnished and unfurnished. 
We also have many listings of 
villas, dais, and building lots 


.A SECURE L 

Hotel 

Sweiflyeh 1 


BU 

Offrr 

1 .6370 

1.6490 

0.04 HJ5 

C.OJCIS 1 . 

0.1656 

0.1171 

7.3500 

2.5tJO 

0.1905 

0. 10ti»5 

o.mo 

0.2 IOC 

l.iOSO 

1.4140 

0.1696 

0.1905 

0.fJ35 

0.3175 

1.4235 

1.S250 


Commercial and 
— residential. 

For more details call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
T«L 810605/810809 
810520 
Fax: 810520 


mentino 

RESTAURANT 


J ^^Tlai.O.TEL 
^SECURITY 
^HOSPITALITY 
I | ^"GASTRONOMY | 1 

All Suites Hotel 

FLAT O TEL 

4 i ■ < .TV A. A » *i? * » V*|“ 

1 ■ U Ia t j jLiu 

863944 - 816690 


cafe- 

Hamburgers + Pizzas 

ELITE CAFE 1 

Sweifiyeh 


Deluxe Villas 
& Apartments 
in Amman 


REAL ESTATE 

TeL 864230 
Fax. 864231 


I IKEUABLEI 
RENTA 

RELIABLE CAR 
AT A 

RELIABLE PRICE 

TEL: 6 / 819676 FAX: 6/819676 
ABDOUN 

19 FAWZ1 AL-MALK! ST. 

P.O.BOX : 960643 
AMMAN 11196 JORDAN 

WE HAVE NO OTHER BRANCHES 


DOLLAR 


RENTA CAR 


Your First Choice 
in Car Rental 


Shmeisani 

Tel: 6 93399 
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STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service 

Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 


JUMBO photo 

• 30% larger 


precis" 1011 £ 
taUonftS U 



• Frmm malmrgw- 

nwrt 20 x 30 cm 

Shmeisani~n.-Opp. Gnndlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh id: 823891 


TZiuon * I 

m _ 
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Set Iftar 
or 

a la carte dinner 

Jabal Amman 3rd circle 


weeks. 

The index of the banking 
seaor, the dominant segment 
in the market, closed at 159.7 
points after gaining 2.6 points 
or 1.64 per cent; the insur- 
ance stock index went up by 
0.8 points, or 0.6 per cent, to 
dose at 136.30 points; the 
services sector index gained 
4.1 points or 3.18 per cent, to 
close at 132.06 points; and 
the industrial seaor index 
registered an increase of 1.7 
points, or 1.4 per cent, and 
closed at 124.11 points. 

Industrial stock accounted 
for JD 1.85 million, or 45.8 
per cent, of the weekly 
volume, followed by com- 
mercial banks and financial 
institutions with JD 1.11 mil- 
lion, or 27.5 per cent, the 
services seaor with JD 1.03 
million, or 25.5 per cent, and 
insurance stock with JD 
47,000 or 1.2 per cent, the 
AFM report said. 

The report said 1.7 million 
shares of 73 companies were 
traded during the week; as 
trading closed on Wednes- 
day, 43 of them had gained, 
17 had lost and 13 remained 
stable. 

Brokers said there were 
several reasons for the rise. 
Foremost among them were 
the Feb. 7-8 meetings in Taba 
that brought together the 
ministers of trade from Jor- 
dan, Israel, Egypt and the 
Palestine National Authority 
fPNA) in Gaza and Jericho 
with U.S. Commerce Secret- 
ary of State Ronald Brown. 

The Taba meeting, whose 
final statement contained a 
reiteration of the ministers to 
free regional trade, was fol- 
lowed by a brief visit to 
Aqaba by Mr. Brown. 

In Aqaba, Mr. Brown 
announced that Jordan and 
the U.S. were working on a 
free trade agreement and that 


Washington remained corn- 
mined to the economic de- 
velopment of the Kingdom. 

‘‘The Taba statement and 
Mr. Brown's comments in 
Aqaba were music to Jorda- 
nian investors’ ears," said a 
broker, who like other AFM 
dealers, are not allowed to be 
identified by name under 
standing market guidelines. 

“The investors had already 
taken note of the cordiality of 
the Taba meeting which was 
totally unlike the differences 
and rift that characterise any 
Arab-Israeli meeting,” said 
the broker. 

Another factor that contri- 
buted to the rise in AFM 
prices was an investor anti- 
cipation that foreign oper- 
ators might be coming in wirh 
funds into the market. The 
sentiment was sparked when 
they convinced themselves 
that foreign operators saw 
the prices had reached a bot- 
tom line two weeks ago when 
the index had gone down to 
less than 141 points. 

“The investors saw a fore- 
ign firm, which has not been 
active in the market despite 
having had secure permission 
several months ago, buying 
some of the Jordanian blue 
chips.” said the broker. 

Although the actual purch- 
ase involved "only a small 
amount of funds,” the very 
faa that a foreign firm was 
buying “was enough to trig- 
ger many into adopting adv- 
ance positions by acquiring 
shares that they thought fore- 
ign companies might get 
around to buying,” said the 
broker. 

"It may or may not work 
out that way, but that is the 
way Jordanian investors have 
set the rules of the game and 
behave in the market,” 
added the broker. 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R; — Following are the buying and selling 
rates for leading world currencies and gold against the 
dollar at midsession on the London Foreign Exchange and 
bullion markets Friday. 


U.S. $1.00 costs 


One sterling 


1.4124m 

1.4832/42 

1.6624/34 

1.2530/40 

30.54/58 

5.1555/05 

1603.8/4.8 

97.28/38 

7.3225/25 

6.5130/80 

5.8556/06 

SI. 5770/80 


Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 


One ounce of gold $376.30/376.70 


Jordan Times tel 667171 


For Your Stay in Amman 

I Quality Furnished Rats I 





]SE^H>OD % 


One and Two Bedrooms ' 
Reasonable Rates For 
Short or Long Stay 

5th Circle 

_ 674563 - 674551 


SZECHWAN GARDENS 
CHINESE RESTAURANT 




Takm awmy is *vaUaM* 

Um ummrwh Coonm dal Centro 

TeU 861174 

ImcM Ahu^suvedL, 



Private functions 

-V<0C;ir. Sorpr-ii- 
r ,w A-q 'h v . {I .bWe 

Ramadan evening entertainment 

ITs Fun last ic ! 

Sweifiyeh - 86394-4 


fog a a. 

MING-SHING 

Chinese Restaurant 

The Best Cooking. 

Best Service, 

Best Atmosphere m Amman 
Deir Ghbar - American 
Embassy Str. near Baytuna 
Housing Estate 
Open from: 

12 noon - 3:30 p.m. 

6:30 - 11:30 p.m. 

Tel.: 861838 


A small 
price 
to pay for 
Success 



duC • 

. ovrscb!-: r*"? 

V.V Cvc- • • 

Tv *-*>;( ai i i m i i l 

816690 
Swe ifiyeh 









> 


ILj I 


A 

r 

Jj 


AT 

jffi 

on 


:sc 

3 I 
K 5 

ibc 

ud 


ie 

)b 

ud 

)zn 

h. 

ICC 

M 

xir 

ne 

,ra : 

)w 

adi 

ate 

H 

ifii 

>T 1 

jfil 
■ a 
/tx 
:ar 
?t 
uii 
U 
3 
ate 
m. 
T1 
ea 
at 
a 
sc 
e 

y 

>le 

*r 

ae 

T) 

oc 

m 

!u> 

A 

it 

d 

i" 

$ 




3V 


ic 

er 

* 

T 

>n 


o 

r 

r 

n 

o 

T 


0 

3 


*1 


10 


Sports 


Violence does not deter England’s Euro plans 


LONDON (AP) — English 
soccer officials vowed Thurs- 
day to forge ahead with plans 
to host next year's European 
Championship in England, 
saying its ticketing plans 
would thwart any attempts by 
hoolgiaQs to disrupt the 
tournament. 

With European soccer gov- 
erning body UEFA deman- 
ding a report into Wednesday 
night's riot by Englisb fans at 
an international match in 
Dublin, the English Football 
Assodation said moving the 
championship would amount 
. to a viertory for the hooli- 
gans. 

“Euro '96 should and must 
go ahead,” FA spokesman 
David Davies told a press 
conference. “We understand 
the view of those who say the 
championship should not go 
ahead, but who would have 
won then: A tiny percentage 
of mindless thugs or more 
than a million genuine fans 
who want to have the foot- 
balling experience of a life- 
time?” 

Tournament director Glen 
Korton said the FA's 10- 
point ticketing plan would 
prevent any known hooligan 
from gaining admission to the 
championship, which takes 
place in eight dries from June 
8-June 30, 1996. 

“I can guarantee any one 
on our list of undesirables 
will not get a ticket.” Korton 
said. 

The FA said it had laun- 
ched an inquiry into the ind- 
dent and its report would be 
on its way to UEFA head- 
quarters in Switzerland next 
week. UEFA, which has the 
power to move the tourna- 
ment out of England, said it 
would pass the report along 
with one from the FA of 
Ireland, on to the cham- 
pionship's organising com- 
mittee for consideration. 

“It’s a very sensitive prob- 
lem,” UEFA spokesman 
Salvatore Cuccu said. “We 
need time to see what we are 
going to do because it is the 
major football event in Eng- 
land that could be in dan- 
ger.” 

“We will wait to hear the 
full report before we make 
the final decision,” added 
UEFA President Lennart 
Johansson. 

Several British newspapers 
and commentators in both 
Britain and Ireland called 
Thursday for England to 
withdraw as host. But FA 
chief executive Graham Kelly 
insisted his people could 
handle the job. 

“We are fully capable, 
given the right policing and 
all the precautions that have 
been taken over the years, to 
carry on with staging that 
championship," Kelly said. 

The riot began after Ire- 
land scored the opening goal 
in the match at Lansdowne 
Road. English spectators, 
who had been taunting Irish 
supporters with Nazi salutes 
and chants such as “no sur- 
render to the IRA,” began 
breaking up the wooden and 
metal bleachers and hurling 
pieces of them at the Irish 



Football chiefs face the media 16 February following Wednes- 
day’s riots during the Ireland vs England match In Dublin. 
(L-R) are Glenn Kirton, director if Euro 96, David Davis, 
media spokesman, and Football Assodation Chief executive 


Graham Kelly. They called on genuine supporters to turn in the 
thugs and help them save the 1996 European Championships in 
the country (AFP photo) 


fans beneath them. 

The game was stopped af- 
ter 28 minutes, the first time 
in English soccer history that 
a match involving the nation- 
al team had to be abandoned 
due to crowd trouble. 

Police arrested some 40 
people from England and 
three from Ireland, and 40 
people were treated at a hos- 
pital for various injuries, in 
one case a fractured skull. An 
Irish man in his 60s died of a 
heart attack while leaving the 
stadium, although police said 
he death was not thought to 
be related to the violence. 

British news reports cited 
evidence that the violence 
was the work of a shadowy 
far-rightist group called Com- 
bat 18. The reports claimed 
the group has strong links 
with loyalist paramilitary 
organisations in Northern 
Ireland. 

The FA appealed to fans to 
identify the culprits. 

“Many of them were rec- 
ognisable from newspaper 
photographs or television 
stills," Davies said. “We UTge 
true football supporters to 
ring if they can help. ...We 
trust the law will be used to 
its limits to punish those in- 
volved last night." 

Joao Havelange. president 
of world governing body 
FIFA, disagreed with those 
calling for England to be 
removed as host of the Euro- 


peans. 


'Everything will continue 
as planned," Havelange said. 


'Because of a localised prob- 
lem which should be dealt 
with by local authorities, En- 
gland does not deserve to 
have a sporting right with- 
drawn.” 

Because of the English 
fans’ notorious reputation, 
the ticket allocation for the 
national team's away matches 
is strictly controlled by offi- 
cial soccer travel dubs, but 
fans at Wednesday night’s 
game said the hooligans 
could have easily purchased 
their tickets from scalpers 


outside the stadium. 

Kirton said the plan for 
Euro’ 96 involves a computer 
database that will list the 
name of every fan who buys a 
ticket. The purchaser’s name 
will be printed on the ticket 
and only four will be avail- 
able per person to keep them 
out of the hands of scalpers. 

But, Kirton said: “There is 
no 100 per cent guarantee 
that no person will pass on a 
ticket.” 

UEFA gave the England 
the Europeans after English 
hooliganism appeared to be 
on the wane. The violence 
was at its worst when 39 
Italian fans were killed in a 
riot involving English specta- 
tors at the European Cham- 
pions Cup final in Brussels in 
May 1985. 

Although improved secur- 
ity measures have eased the 
problem since, the hooligans 
have continued to make their 
presence known. The last 
time England played a game 
of any importance, a World 
Cup qualifier in tine Nether- 
lands in October 1993, the 
English rioted in the streets 
of Rotterdam. 

This latest violence was the 
latest in a spate of ugly ind- 
dents that nave marred soc- 
cer since last summer's World 
Cup. Fan deaths in Italy and 
France led to mass postpone- 
ments of games in those 
countries, and French and 
Manchester United striker 
Eric Cantona was banned for 
the rest of the English 
League season after leaping 
into the stands to kick a 
spectator last month. 


Hooligans make headlines again 


Irish PM condemns 
‘appalling thuggery’ 


In Dublin Irish Prime 
Minister John Bruton told a 
hushed parliament on Thurs- 
day that the soccer rioting 
that baited a friendly match 
between England and Ireland 
was caused by “appalling 
thuggery” by a minority of 
English fans. 


Leam Arabic at 



^Cultural Center;^ 

MES Cultural Center is pleased to announce that it will be offerring courses in : 

Arabic as a Foreign Language 

In Two Different Streams : 

1. One for young learners, 3 stages. 2,One for adult learners, 6 stages. 

through 

* Effective Teaching Methods * Educational Enviroment 


* Intearated Curriculum 


* New Texts 


For more information please call Tel. 830638 Fax. 831674 


LONDON (AP) — Arrogant. Intimidating. Proud. Un- 
ashamed. The English soccer hooligan. 

He’s male, usually working class and poorly educated — 
and extremely right-wing. 

It would be easy to say be's back. But he never really 
left. 

‘The beleif in recent years that the problem has gone 
away or had even been cured, partly as a result of all-seater 
stadiums, is simply not true,” said Eric Dunning of the 
Centre for Football Research at Leicester University. 

The problem reared its ugly head again Wednesday night 
when hooligans forced the Ireland-England friendly in 
Dublin to be abandoned in the first half. 

Ireland scored a goal to take the lead, that was the last 
straw. The hooligans began ripping up the very stands they 
were sitting on and throwing wooden planks, medal railings 
and other projectiles onto the fans in the deck below. Some 
40 people were hospitalised. 

It was a first even for England's notorious folowers: 
Never before had the national team — in more than 122 
years of international play — been forced to abandon a 
match because of crowd trouble. 

The offenders reacted not with remorse but with pride, 
waving and cheering to television cameras. 

It was the same kind of defiance that had been seen time 
and again from England supporters across the continent in 
the 1970s and '80s. 

In recent years, it appeared that the problem was on the 
wane after clubs and police tightened security in response 
to the fan violence of the ’80s, which climaxed when 39 
Italians were killed in a riot involving English spectators at 
the European Champions Cup final in Brussels, Belgium, 
in May 1985. 

Surveillance cameras were installed at most grounds. 
All-seater stadiums were mandated for top clubs. Lists of 
known hooligans were compiled in an effort to keep them 
from getting tickets to away matches. 

But that djdn't eradicate the problem, says Patrick 
Murphy, also of the Leicester Research Centre. He says 
the government and the media, in an effort to “deny the 
hooligans the oxygen of publicity,” had stopped reported 
all but the most obvious incidents. 

“There has been an attempt to minimise the level of 
which the hooligans continues, and to maximise the success 
of the policies,” Murphy said. “The grounds are well- 
policed, but the success within the grounds has led to 
displacement and a level of disorder outside the grounds, 
and these incidents have gone unreported. 

“The British transport police listed over 600 fans-related 
incidents from 1990-94, the vast majority unreported," 
Murphy said. "What was previously a very sexy subject 
which led to sensational headlines has been downgraded or 
ignored." 

On the international level, it helped that England’s 
national team hadn't played a road game more than a year 
before Wednesday's trip to Dublin. At its last match of any 
significance, a World Cup qualifier in the Netherlands in 
October 1993. the English fans rioted in the streets of 
Rotterdam. 

But the ugliners in Ireland once again put soccer on the 
from page. British newspapers called the hooligans every- 
thing from “scum" to “lepers of the world." 

“There actually as human as we are. but they adhere to 
different values." Murphy said. “They predominantly 
come from working class backgrounds and have an 
aggressive masculinity, seen in the street culture, that 
manifests itself in many facets of society." 

Murphy said the hooligans showed tendencies of 
xenophobia, racism and sexism. 

“Being brought up in their kind of background, fighting 
becomes a source of status to them, part and parcel of this 
is gang formation and the wilHngess to hunt in packs." 

No reply for England- Ireland match 


England will not be returning to Dublin in the forseeable 
future, despite Ireland manager Jack Charlton's plea to 
rearrange the match, abandoned after hooligans rioted on 
Wednesday night. 

Charlton suggested the match could be rescheduled 
before the end of the season, but Englands Football 
Association (F.A.) consider the idea impractical. 

"It's a little bit early to start rearranging the match," 
F.A. spokeswoman Care Tomlinson said Friday. 

“There is still a lot of work to be done on finding out 
what went wrong and why it went wrong.” 
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Greek 
clubs top 

standings 


LONDON (R) — Former 
NBA star Eddie Johnson 
sank an impressive 34 points 
to lead Olympiakos to an 
89-64 triumph over Bologna 
in a European Clubs' Cham- 
ionship qualifier in Athens 
ursday. 

The victory secured the 
Greeks second place in 
Group B giving them the 
home advantage in the play- 
offs. 

With one match left in the 
semifinal series, French 
champions Limoges top the 


ft 


group, cementing their ^kxsi 


tion on Thursday with a 76-67 
victory over fallen Spanish 
giants Badalona. 

Efes Pilsen moved into 
third place after an 81-76 
success against Barcelona 
who slipped back to fourth 
with Bologna. 

In Group A, Panathinaikos 
and Real Madrid are safely 
through to the next stage, the 
Greeks beating Ljubljana 79- 
66 and the Spanish club dis- 
missing Paok Salonika 69-52 
on Thursday. 

The top four clubs from 
each group progress to the 
next stage. 

Italy's Pesaro are also 
through after an easy 88-69 
Group A victory iover Benfi- 
ca. 

But the star Thursday night 
was Johnson with his fine 34 
points. 

It was about time I found 
my touch,” Johnson said af- 
ter the final whistle in Athens 
as 15,000 fans chanted bis 
name. 

The Greeks were explo- 
sive, leading throughout de- 
ite the absence of two of 
leir best players with broken 



i jfluMmiap player of Real Madrid Arvidas Saboois (right) 
goes for a layup (AFP photo) 


EUROPEAN BASKETBALL 


against 
The French club led 29-20 
after 15 minutes, but at half- 
time it was 38-37 as the Spa- 
niards dung on. 

Young turned on the heat 
in the second half. “It was 
difficult at times but we were 
able to find the right solu- 
tions and Mike (Young) 
helped us tremendously,” 
said Limoges playmaker 


Frederic Forte. 

“We didn’t play a great 
match but we knew a place in 
the last eight was at stake and 
we were a little bit tense, 
said captain Richard 
Dacoury. “We won and 
that's all that really counts. 

Real Madrid beat Paok 
Salonika with strong per- 
formance by foreigner Arvi- 
das Sabonis of Lithuania. 


£ 


They shrugged off last 
Iweek's home defeat by 
Limoges, largely through 
Johnson's remarkable long- 
range accuracy. 

Bologna relied on Serb 
power forward Predrag Dani- 
iovic who sank 27 points. 

American Michael Young 
also scored 27 points — for 
Limoges who were generally 


STANDINGS 

Group A B 


Panathinaikos (Greece) 

Real Madrid 
Pesaro (Italy) 

CSKA Moscow (Russia) 
Maccabi Tel Aviv (Israel) 
Paok Salonika (Greece) 
Olimpija Ljubljana (Slovenia) 
Benfica (Portugal) 


13 

13 

13 

13 

13 

13 

13 

13 


4 

4 

4 

5 

6 
8 

10 

11 


22 

22 

22 

21 

20 

18 

16 

15 


Group B 


Olympiakos (Greece) 
Limoges (France) 

Efes Pilsen (Turkey) 
Bologna (Italy) 

Barcelona (Spain) 

Gbona Zagreb (Croatia) 


Bayer Leverkusen (Germany) 
na (Spain) 


Joventut Badalona 


13 

13 

13 

13 

13 

13 

13 

13 


4 

4 

5 

6 
6 
6 
9 
12 


22 

22 

21 

20 

20 

20 

17 

14 
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Atlanta 


plans largest 


torch relay 


ATLANTA (R) — The 
largest torch relay in the his- 
tory of the Olympics is plan- 
ned for tiie 1996 centennial of 
the modern games, the 
Atlanta Committee for the 
Olympic Games (ACOG) 
announced Thursday. 

ACOG president Billy 
Payne said that once the 
torch is delivered to the Un- 
ited States on April 27 after a 
ceremony in Athens, the 
torch relay will last 84 days 
and cover some 15,000 miles. 

With the addition of 16 
days of competition, the 
Olympic flame will bum for 
100 days in the United States 
to mark the centennial. 

“The torch relay route we 
are planning will allow mil- 
lions of Americans to view 
the Olympic flame as it pas- 
ses through or near their 
communities," said Payne, 
who added that 10,000 tor- 
chbearers would have the 
opportunity of carrying the 
torch. 

In the spring of 1996. the 
Olympic flame will be kin- 
dled from the rays of the sun 
in a traditional ceremony in 
Olympia, Greece, the birth- 
plaice of the Olympics. The 
Hellenic Olympic Committee 
will organise a torch relay 
across Greece before the 
torch is transferred to 
ACOG's guardianship. 


Ayoubi's 


steel furniture factory 


OFFICE FURNITURE - SAFES - STORAGE SYSTEMS 


BETTER IN " THE SAFE " THAN SORRY 


& 



Security 
A nti-theft 
F ire resistant 
E ternal 


SALES 

TEL. 662574 -690703 
FAX. 690705 


FACTORY / SAHAB 
TEL. 723913 
FAX. 723787 


REQUIRED 


An international trading company requires for 
its regional office in Jordan the following; 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

- Discrete, dynamic, excellent word proces- 
sing skills, and clerical routine 

- Min. two years experience 
-Ability to work under pressure 

ACCOUNTANT 

-University degree in Accounting 
-Two years experience 
-Computer literate (accounting package/ 
word processing/spread sheets). 

Excellent command of English language for 
both jobs is a must. 

Interested applicant please send resume to: 


P.O.Box 5402 Amman 11183, Jordan 
Fax 698219, phone 604783/604282 


Milan-Lazio rematch 


a must- win for both 


ROME (AP) — AC Milan isn’t accustomed to must-win 
matches, other than prestigious cup finals. 

But despite their current 11-game undefeated string, the 
defending Italian and European champs face such a dire 
situation this Sunday at Lazio of Rome. 

A loss for either dub in his rematch of the season's best 
game to date would snuf championship hopes. 

Following a 1-1 draw with Genoa on Wednesday ‘in the 
makeup for the Jan. 29 match suspended following the 
death of a fan, Milan is 7-9-3 (30 points) and in a virtual tie 
for sixth place. 

Lazio is 9-4-6 (31 points) and tied for fourth. 

Both trail leader Juventus of Turin (42 points) by 
significant but not insurmountable margins. The dubs have 
been heading in opposite directions, however. 

Milan, after sweeping handily to the past three first 
division crowns, struggled with injuries and sloppy play 
through this season’s early rounds. Lazio opened strongly, 
dropping just one of its first 10 games. 

That loss, in the third round, was a heartbreaking 2-1 
defeat at Milan’s San Siro Stadium in a spectacular 
encounter: a fast-paced match with creative and solid play 
by both sides. 

The top players shined, with now-departed Dutchman 
Ruud Gullit scoring Milan's goals — including the winner 
in injury time — and Italian international Giuseppe Signori 
feeding Croat striker Alen Boksic for Lazio’s score. . 
Goalkeepers Sebastiano Rossia and Luca Marchegiani also 
were impressive. 

Milan has recovered from its otherwise poor start to the 
year, although it can only count for wins among its 11 
games without a loss. 

Lazio must turn itself around and put an end to a 
two-match losing streak. 

The Romans will have to do it without Argentine Jose 
Chamot, the cornerstone of the defence, who begins 
serving a three-match suspension. 

That’s welcome news for the red-and-black attack, which 
has begun to find its rhythm but is still inconsistent 
Montenegrin forward Dejan Sa vice vie, back from a one- 
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registered a league-best 37 goals 

just one in the last two games — against Milan’s stingy 
defence. 

When healthy. Signori and Boksic form the most potent 
one-two in Italy. Likewise veterans Franco Baresi, Paolo 
Maldini, Alessandro Costacurta and youngster Christian 
Panucci help Rossi protect his net better than any other 
backfield. 

Of course, the Milan-Lazio encounter — like all others 
this week and future weeks — will be irrelevant if Juventus 
plays to its potential the rest of the season. 

After tripping up with consecutive losses, Juve has* 
recovered with back-to-back wins and hosts mediocre' 
Napoli on Sunday. 

Juve’s Croat defender Robert Jarni is out suspended, 
which gives hope to Napoli's inconsistent attack. But the. 
Turin side should be too strong at all positions, as it proved 
to be in a 2-0 victory in the dubs' third-round match. 1 ' 

Juve is also very strong at home: All three of its losses 
came on the road. Striker Gianiuca Vialli has netted of his 
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10 goals at Delle Aim Stadium. 

The white-and-black must avoid its proclivity 
downs against poor dubs such as Napoli, tied for 11th in 
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the 18-team league. 

Second-place Parma, three points off the lead, : 

to beat lowly Padova last Sunday and now travels to 
streaking Cagliari. The Sardinians, in eighth, have gone si* 
straight matches without a loss. 

AS Roma, in third, travels to Genoa, which played well 
against Milan. Roma gets back suspended midfielder 
Francesco Moriero and sweeper Fabio Pemizzi, but loses. . 
midfielder Francesco Statuto to suspension. 

Other games Sunday: Cremonese-Fiorentina; Foggia- 
Sampdoria of Genoa; Intern azionale of Mflan-Bresdar 
Padova-Torino; and Reggiana-Baii. -*v.- 
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ordan’s women’s basketball team 
targets Asian Championship 


By AJeen Bannayan 

Special to the Jordan Times 


BKyRNJm dMAN — Having waited for the past 12 years for it to 
open, most players now cannot believe it has come true. 
I wj KImMt 65, the women ’ s national basketball team has been 
J^^j^M||^ MV ally regrouped, and players are actually training three 

After die Jordan Basketball Federation (JBF) met with 
ty ^ of fi ve dubs to announce the intention to regroup 
W team which last competed in 1983, forty players showed 

■ ' for practice. Following a week of matches, the number 

reduced to 20. Players representing AI Orthodox!, A1 
’ ^ Ah ^ dubs are: Rana Husseini, Shireen Abu 
Rania Al Dajani, Indeira Qasessieh, Tala Al 
f Real M aH . ~ Tamara Al Khadra, Hind Al Gbouri. Suhair 

iFP nhni«- c ^3*™* Jumana Salri, Zein Sha’shaa', Sirta Naghawey, 

v ^ ^bo^j/ala Muheisen, Hala Khalaf. Zina Farab. Dima Shadeed, 

T rpT Tirana Qardan, Maryam Ta’ani, Sirsa Abaza, Hala 

RAC^rr^^ 11 ^ 1135 ’ Lnbna Al Masri. 

— PT^r^Now the next big hurdle the JBF and its women’s 

~ — - — ^J^^iM ksketball committee will have to jump is coming with the 
c 2^;’, Fre dcri c Fc "S^cessary funding to enable the team to take part in the 
a-’lLTf "We h:j r f e - 'omen’s Asian Championship scheduled for July 23-3Q in 
;- e s'; 1 '' m aich but ?! l . At f .span. 

" r the la sl e j r® Meanwhile, players are enthusiastic and putting up a big 
were i sw^rt ,n order to adapt to each other’s play while the 
.7. ; ei ’ said c , a ''Ok beaches seek to further improve their individual all round 
' Aa * Dacourv ,ain 163111 spirit. 

' " "V* ‘hat's aii 7 According to the training programme drawn up by the 

vo:-. p . 11 f|Wt realh ‘' am ’ s coaches Fa* Al Sabbah and Saleh Al Zaher, the 
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$ jintli. ^drid oa! 12 players of the team will be named in May after a 

r IKd biil]. * (,L . ininl* f rhafl.il ■ n ^ * n R.ia , n i. . hmW 


form'ancl st% '‘lorough training schedule of up to five times a week and 
oa* S- fortis* lowing the conclusion of the women’s championship 
^ d oonis of ij^vhich is schedoled for April when players will be busy 


playing for their respective clubs. 

The coaches have advised that the JBF arrange some k 
friendly matches against Syrian or Lebanese teams' host an 
Asian team in Amman in June and then play an Asian team 
on the way to Japan so as to be best prepared before the 
possible participation in the Asian Championship. 

Despite the fact that the JBF h3d seemed serious about 
maintaining a national women's team, most players do not 
think they will have the chance to represent their country in 
Japan for the simple reason that the JBF has a budget of 
JD 12,000 while the youth’s and men’s teams also have 
their respective championships in the Philippines and 
Japan. Each delegation will cost the JBF a minimum 
JD 15,000. 

In addition, players have become disillusioned by rhe 
offhand approach the women’s game has received from 
officials over the past years. The JBFs regrouping of the 
women's team was quite overdue since a regular annual 
championship has been held since 1989 and many players 
have since quit sensing that their commitment to the game 
was leading nowhere. 

Although having only a single two- week-long competi- 
tion as an incentive to play, Al Onhodoxi, Al Ahli and 
Homentmen maintained women’s teams until 1991 when 
Al Jazireh entered the competition finishing fourth. They 
took third place from Homentmen in 1992 and clinched the 
trophy by scoring a major upset against Al Onhodoxi in 
1993. Al Onhodoxi regained the crown in 1994 in an 
incomplete championship when Al Jazireh abruptly pulled 
out of the competition citing differences with the JBF, 
while the only other competing team was Abu Nusair, a 
lowly newcomer. Homentmen and At Ahli stayed out of 
the competition with an incomplete lineup.' while Al 
Watani registered a team for the first time bur did not take 
part. 
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- :r r.: ■ r. r.j^h or the sms:- Italian Alberto Tomba dears a gate as he wins his 10th World Cup race earlier this month (AFP photo) 

PSSffisTomba will dedicate win to Kobe victims 

r«?:nis land mas^FURANO, Japan (Agencies) port dry of Kobe. champion Austrian Christian Plcabo Street bf 

— Alberto Tomba, yet to win “l am enjoying skiving as Mayer, Liechtenstein’s Seizinger 

jrj for fwntk a World Cup race in Japan, much as I ever have. Both Achim Vogt and Swiss 


of Turin (■tf expressed quiet confidence 
1 m^rsjins. Tbedtfs^Dn Friday ahead of this 

. Yv:‘.:.vi». howem weekend's giant slalom and 

:o the past ibK r slaloin and said he would 
. v ; . n J untfS jpd Af^-dedicate any victory to the 
L . ”j ..-»io opened ssff vicrims of the Kobe earth- 
VJ .... T ■“ ~^. s . quake. 

\ . ; f. hfaninoW 1 The 28-year-old Italian has 

J • * in a spetC^f-'on 10 races this season and 

' ' • 7.1^ - J rK , me and**?® weU on course for his first 
v. .- -r - World Cup overall title after 

unvuA Do^ ;fi:,ishin S runner-np in 1938, 

,j n 0 - A Jepinw .i^ ^ igg2 

•••' ' - ^ 1 - 1,1 was deeply shocked to 

-. — : = — :-5ional o - earn of the aftermath of the 

A If 1 win . 1 would 

■" ‘ ike to dedicate my victory to 

,, al rt:”he \icrims. Some of them 
- - ■- 'r.-.erwirfp 00 ^; jy have been my fans,” 
T'.t wins m ' id'mba told a news confer- 
-Tice. 

- and P ul 30 More than 5,300 people 
iji: vere killed by the earthquake 
• - v.i:houi Ar^r^vhich devastated the major 
-r defence. ’ 


because I am winning and 
because the end of my career 
is getting near,” he said. 

Tomba left open the possi- 
bility that he would continue 
competing for up to two more 
years after his successes this 
season. 

He has given himself every 
chance this weekend, arriving 
here two days before his riv- 
als to counter jet lag. 

“I wanted to come here as 
early as possible because I 
wanted to erase jet lag,” be 
said. 

Tomba now has 1,050 
world cup points, followed by 
Slovenia's Jure Kosir on 570 
and Marc Girardelli of Lux- 
embourg on 563. 

In Saturday’s giant slalom, 
Tomba’s main rivals will be 
the discipline’s defending 


champion Austrian Christian 
Mayer, Liechtenstein’s 
Achim Vogt and Swiss 
Michael Von Grueningen. 

In the slalom on Sunday, 
Kosir and Olympic champion 
Thomas Stangassinger will be 
Tomba’s most dangerous 
opponents. 

Asked if he would compete 
in a super-giant slalom event 
later this season to ensure the 
overall title, Tomba once 
again ruled out any such pos- 
sibility. 


Plcabo Street 
Seizinger 


beats 


In Are, Sweden Picabo 
Street of the United States 
beat Katja Seizinger of Ger- 
many by 41 hundredths of 
second to win a women’s 
World Cup downhill Friday. 

Street flashed down the 
Olympia course, shortened to 
2 ,801 metres because of a 
heavy snowfall in the past 
week, in 1 minute, 9.11 
seconds. 


Furnished Apartment For Rent 

In Um Uthaina 

Consists of three bedrooms. L-shaped dining room 
and salon, two bathrooms, independent central 
heating, telephone. Luxurious furniture. Suitable for 
diplomats. 

Please call tel. 820259 
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GOREN BRIDGE 

WITH OUAR SHARIF 
A TANNAH HfRSCH 

= l»a Tnsunt Mua Smoi me 

ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


"■=■ c Q.l — Both vulnerable, as Sooth 

heir^S WJ bold: 

... . n .Itfsj tonn m n 3ltf i,P , M852 TQ1065 *98753 *Void 
- “ 7 _ France 1 Partner opens the bidding with one 

-■ ‘ J . 2 j vOiWP 1 * 1 av ifi™ tnmj P- What action do you take? 

[fijfl a ■ A — Your ride certainly has m> 

.. - ; vjpme.but one no trump is uxilikely 

be your best spot. This is the 
. „.nKr " 1 , Jur^’ ine to uy two clubs, asking part- 
.fT^ltfVSfl* u for a fa ur -card major. Naturai- 

. -a;! t intend pawing any response 

.. v‘ mj *k« 8 - including the wo* 

■ ^olS fDbFiuiiiond denial of a major. 

• -.jv — Both vulnerable, as South 

■ iilit su5 W? lou holi 

jam* ' ^10752 OS *74 

tff 51 . djilP'j ™er opens the biddinE with one 




no trump. What action do you lake? 
A. — You would Eke to play in your 
better combined major, but unfor- 
tunately, there's no way to accom- 
plish that. When holding two five- 
card buyers and a weak hand, 
simply sign off la your stranger suit. 
Bid two hearts. 

Q.3 — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*KJ76 7A98032 58 *74 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 NT Pan 2 * Pataa 

2 0 Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 

A. — Although partner could not 


cooperate with the Stayman inqui- 
ry, you still have a combined eight- 
card fit in a major and the values for 
game, no more. The way to describe 
this hand is to jump to four beans. 
That's a shut-out bid, requesting 
partner to pass. 

Q.4 — Both vulnerable as South 
you bold: 

*KQ73 7AQ10652 vQS +8 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 NT Pane 2 * Pan 

2 v Paaa ? 

What do you bid now? 

A. — This time you definitely have 
slam- interest, so a jump to four 
beans is barred. While two beam 
would still be a one-round force (de- 
pending on partnership methods!, 
it will be difficult later to distin- 
guish between game and slam aspi- 
rations. Clarify matters now by 
jumping to three hearts. 

QJt — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 


47 7KQJ0862 1953 4102 

Partner opens the bidding with one- 
spade. What do you respond? 
A.— This is a question of whether 
to jump to four hearts to tell part- 
ner you want to play it right there, 
or to adopt a slower approach. 
Since the hand contains seven los- 
ers. our choice is to respond two 
hearts, intending to make minimum 
heart bids at each subsequent turn. 

Q.6 — Aa South, vulnerable, vou 
hold: 

*J 1073 : A 10432 v62 *AQ 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 

1 T Pass 1 * 2 NT* 

■1 

* — Minor-suit takeout 
What action do you take? 

A. You have a dead minimum 

opening bid. but reasonable four- 
card support for partner's suit. 
Since the latter fact could be essen- 
tial to partner's judgment of the 
possibilities, we would bid three 
spades. 


100-99 

CLEVELAND ( AP) — Ter- 
rell Brandon scored a career- 
high 31 points and sank the 
wo winning free throws with 
21. S seconds left in overtime 
as the Cleveland Cavaliers 
beat the Orl 2 ndo Magic luG- 
99. 

The Civs improved :o 5-1 
in overtime games and made 
Mike Fraidlo the 24th VBA 
coach to reach 400 career 
victories. 

Orlando, which had a 
three-game winning streak 
end, has lost its last three 
road games. 

Shaquiile O'Neal led the 
Magic with 26 points. Dennis 
Scon had 19, including a 3- 
pointer with 12.3 seconds to 
play in regulation that sent 
the game into overtime. 

Tim ber» olves 101, 76ers 97: 
In Philadelphia Doug West 
scored a season-high 35 
points and the Minnesota 
Timberwoives overcame the 
early ejection of leading scor- 
er Isaiah Rider to defeat the 
Philadelphia 76ers. 

Donyeli Marshal added 1 7 
points and 11 rebounds for 
Minnesota, which won for 
only the sixth time in 25 
games. 

West scored 14 of his 
points in the thrid quarter 
when the TimberwoKss. 
trailing 62-58. scored 13 
straight on their wav to a 
73-69 lead at the end of the 
third period. 

Pacers 114, Pistons 88: in 
Indianapolis. Reggie Miller 
scored 31 points on l&-of-15 
shooting as the Indiana Pac- 
ers broke a nvo-game losing 
streak with a victory over the 
Detroit Pistons. 





Indiana Pacers *32 forward. Dale Davis, falls 
to stop Orlando Magic #1 guard, Anfernee 
Hardaway, from scoring two points Late in the 


second period of the game at the Arena in 
Orlando, FL (AFP photo) 


Joe Dumars led Detroit 
with 25 pionts, 16 in the first 
half. Pistons rookie Grant 


STANDINGS 

Eastern Conference 

Atlantic Division 


Orlando 
New York 
Boston 
New Jersey 

Miami 

Philadelphia 

Washington 

Charlotte 

Cleveland 

Indiana 

Chicago 

Atlanta 

Milwaukee 

Detroit 


Utah 

San Antonio 

Houston 

Denver 

Dallas 

Minnesota 

Phoenix 
Seattle 
L.A. Lakers 
Sacramento 
Portland 
Golden State 
L.A. Clippers 

Minnesota 

Cleveland 

Indiana 

Chicago 
Phoenix 
L.A. Lakers 
Boston 


w 

L 

Pet. 

GB 

38 

11 

.776 



30 

17 

.638 

7 

20 

28 

.417 

I7*'i 

20 

31 

392 

19 

18 

29 

383 

19 

14 

35 

386 

24 

12 

35 

355 

25 

Central 

Division 


31 

18 

.633 

_ 

29 

19 

.604 

V/2 

28 

20 

383 

V/z 

24 

25 

.490 

7 

23 

26 

.469 

8 

19 

30 

388 

12 

18 

30 

.375 

121-2 

Western C 

rn , flW' , o 


Midwest Division 


35 

14 

.714 



31 

15 

.674 

2'/2 

30 

17 

.638 

4 

20 

27 

.426 

14 

19 

28 

.404 

15 

12 

37 

.245 

23 

Pacific Division 


39 

10 

.796 


34 

13 

.723 

4 

30 

16 

.652 

7'-2 

26 

20 

.565 

11*2 

25 

22 

.532 

13 

14 

33 

.298 

24 

8 

41 

.163 

31 


Hill had 18 points on 7-of-li 
shooting, 10 rebounds and 
two blocked shots. 

Miller had seven points 
during an 10-2 fourth-quarter 
run that allowed the Pacers to 
open up a 99-81 advantage. 

- Bolls 107, Bullets 92: In 
Chicago Scottie Pippen had 
24 points, eight rebounds and 
six steals as the Chicago Bulls 
defeated the Washington 
Bullets. 

Toni Kukoc had 22 points 
and a career-high 12 re- 
bounds and Steve Kerr added 
11 of his 17 points in the 
fourth quarter, when Chicago 
held off a Washington rally. 

Chris Webber and Juwan 
Howard scored 22 points 
each for the Bullets, who 
committed 25 turnovers in 
losing for the seventh time in 
their last eight games. 

Suns 120, Trail Blazers 
113, 0T: In Phoenix, A.C. 
Green hit a layup in overtime 
to give Phoenix its first lead 
since the first quarter, then 
put the game out of reach 
with two free throws with 29 
seconds left as the Suns beat 
the Portland Trail Blazers. 

Charles Barkley had 35 
points and 14 rebounds and 
made two crucial baskets ear- 


ly in overtime before he was 
ejected tor his second tech- 
nical with 2:17 left. Green 
finished with 22 points and 12 
rebounds. 

Lakers 102, Sonics 96: In 
Inglewood, California, Eddie 
Jones, coming off a 25-point 
performance in the NBA 
rookie game, scored 19 
points as the Los Angeles 
Lakers beat Seattle to end 
the Supersonics’ 10-game 
road winning streak. 

The Lakers outseored 
Seattle 28-17 in the Third 
quarter as the Supersonics 
made just five of 25 shots 
from the floor and trailed 
87-72 going into the final 
period. 

Nick Van Exel added 19 
points for the Lakers and 
George Lynch had 15. 

Gary Payton led Seattle 
with 24 points, Shawn Kemp 
had 20 and Detlef Schremof 
17. 

Celtics' 116, Warriors 115: 
In Oakland. Calif., Dine 
Radja’s layup with 1.9 
seconds remaining gave the 
Boston Celtics a victory over 
Golden Stare, keeping in- 
terim coach Bob Lanier win- 
less in two games. 


RESULTS 

P biladel ph ia 

Orlando 

Detroit 

Washington 

Portland 

Seattle 
Golden State 


97 

99, OT 
88 
92 

113, OT 
96 
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WELCOME EVERY EVENING 
IN HOLY RAMADAN 
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FURNISHED SEMI VILLA FOR RENT-r 

Super deluxe, newly pui>! villa, (no* used; consisting of 2 
Pea rooms, 3 bathrooms, 3 spacious salons With internal 
and external decorations, separate entrance, telephone 
and central healing, surrounded by a garden Has 
luxurious furniture. 

Location: Opposite the entrance to the Jordan Unr/e'sii: 
Hospital behind Badan female dormitory 

Call tel: 840767 Samir Jarrar 


Invitation j 

i 

to businessmen, household utensiis ' 
dealers and the public to visit j 

The Biggest Exhibition of 
ceramic gifts and souvenirs 
and table lamps 
in Jordan 


at the Tower Building (ground floor), Jabal Amman 
from 15 February through Feb. 25. 1995 

Hisham Al Khatib Establishment, 
and Theinat and Kawamleh Company 
Tel. 830238 - Fax 845054 


A one-hour free parking for clients. 


Cinema ! Tel.: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 

Yusra, Mahmoud Hamedieb 
in 

The Immigrant 

Shows: 1230. 3*0. 6'J0, 830. 10:30 


Cinema 


Tel.: 699238 | Cinema 


Tel.: 677420 


PLAZA 


Mahmoud Hamida — Madiha 
Kamel — Hassan Al Asmar 
* tn 

Satan’s Gate 

(Arabic) 

Show*; 12:30. 2:30. *30. 10:30 


CONCORD 
CONCORD “ft* 

SPECIALIST 


Shows: 12:30. RMS 


Shows: 2:45. 1030 

CONCORD ‘2* 
ROBOCOP “3” 


Tel.: 61S274 - 61 $275 

AMMOUN THEATRE 

SUM'A m tne sa:::;ca-. p ay 

HI CITIZEN 

Composed enc c -ectec by 
Mohammad At Shav»aq*er 

Daily from 8:30 p.m. 

unuaren s r:3y 

The Nfnj'a Turtles Show 

Directed by Akrarr. Abu. P.agr.eb 
Daily at 10.30 p.r.. 


Tel.: 675571 

Nabil AI Mashini Theatre 

Nabil & Hisham's Tel.: 625155 

AHLAN THEATRE 

Presents 

Abu Awwad 

Presents: 

The political satire: 

in the social comedy 

Punctured Bag 

The theatre is closed on 
Mondays 

Tickets are available air 
day 

AL SALAM YA SALAM 

at 8:30 p.m. 

For reservation, please calf 
625155 

The theatre is closed on 
Saturdays & Sundays 





Ekeus to probe 
Iraq’s biological 
programme data 


UNITED NATIONS (Agen- 
cies) — Iraq has the capabil- 
ity to develop biological war- 
fare agents within weeks 
although it does not appear 

to be actively building the 
weapons to deliver them, 

according to a U.N. official. 

U.N. inspectors believe 
Baghdad has the expert 
knowledge and the equip- 
ment — chemicals and centri- 
tuges — needed for produc- 
tion, Tim Trevan, a spokes- 
man for the U.N. Special 
Commission on Iraq, said. 

The commission is charged 
with the dismantling of Iraq's 
nuclear, chemical and biolo- 
gical weapons, a condition of 
the cease-fire that ended the 
1991 Gulf war. 

Commission chief Rolf 
Ekeus left for Baghdad 
Thursday on a routine trip to 
review the elaborate network 
of cameras, sensors and over- 
flights used to detect any 
attempts to revive the 
weapons programmes. He 
also plans ro press Iraqi offi- 
cials for information on their 
past biological weapons prog- 
rammes. 

In December, Mr. Ekeus 
reported to the Security 
Council that Iraq’s account of 
its past biological weapons 
programme was “minimal." 
Despite Iraqi claims that its 
programme was nascent and 
defensive, "indications all 
point to an offensive prog- 
ramme," he said. 

Mr. Trevan said that all the 
equipment and chemicals 
found by inspectors has legiti- 
mate purposes, such as pro- 
ducing medicines. 

Bnt he warned those same 
goods could be used to de- 
velop cholera, tuberculosis or 
other agents, and Iraq could 
do so within weeks if the 
inspectors left. 

Several months ago. U.N. 
inspectors discovered several 
kilogrammes of a compound 
in which deadly germs could 
be cultivated at the A1 
Hakem animal feed plant, 
Mr. Trevan said. 

U.N. inspectors destroyed 


the compound after Iraqi 
officials could not prove it 
had a legitimate use, he said. 

U.N. inspectors monitor 
the Al Hakem plant and 
other plants that could be 
converted to produce biolo- 
gical weapons through 
routine visits, by cameras in- 
stalled at the plants and by 
testing samples of chemicals 
and products, Mr. Trevan 
said. 

The U.N. commission re- 
ports to the Security Council 
every six months on Iraq's 
weapons programmes. The 
reports have portrayed Iraqi 
officials as evasive and decep- 
tive in meeting inspectors’ 
demand for information. 

Iraqi compliance with the 
U.N. inspectors in setting up 
the monitoring programme is 
one of the Security Council's 
conditions for lifting the oil 
and trade embargo the Un- 
ited Nations imposed against 
Iraq after its August 1990 
invasion of Kuwait. 

The New York Times re- 
ported Thursday Baghdad 
has set up an underground 
network to export oil and 
bypass the U.N. sanctions. 

Quoting unnamed oil in- 
dustry executives and trad- 
ers, the Times said the Illicit 
sales have generated up to 
$800 million in the past year 
for Iraq. 

Hundreds of trades take 
the crude oil to Turkey or 
Iran across Kurdish territory 
in the north of Iraq. The 
Kurds, who fought the Iraqi 
army immediately after the 
war, did not interfere with 
the trades because they are 
allowed to collect a tax on 
each one, the Times said. 

Dozens of small tankers 
also sail from the Iraqi port of 
Umm Qasr, where the oil is 
reloaded onto other tankers 
bound for Mediterranean 
markets. 

Once it is out of the coun- 
try, the oil moves easily since 
Iraq sells it for $8 a barrel, 
compared to a market price. 


(Continued on page 7l 


Yeltsin speech attacked 
from all Russian sides 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — 
President Boris Yeltsin's 


state of the nation speech was 
attacked from all sides of the 
political spectrum on Friday 
for proposing no new solu- 
tions to Russia’s old prob- 
lems. 

Communist Party leader 
Gennady Zyuganov dismis- 
sed the speech, delivered on 
Thursday, as “useless, 
shameful” and devoid of any 
attempt at listing priorities 
for action. 

On the other extreme in 
the Duma (lower house of 
parliament), former liberal 
Finance Minister Boris 
Fyodorov said Friday that 
Mr. Yeltsin had ducked the 
essential question: "Who is 
responsible for the power cri- 
sis (in the Kremlin)?" 

Similarly, the newspaper 
Nezavisimaya Gazeta said 
the speech was the result of 
rivalry in Mr. Yeltsin’s en- 
tourage between hardliners 
and democrats — "those who 
say everything is alright and 
the others who complain that 
nothing works." 

The newspaper added: 
“Yeltsin's speech was written 
by democrats. It will not be 
applied by the bureaucrats." 

A debate on Mr. Yeltsin's 
address in the Duma failed to 
materialise on Friday because 
parliamentary leaders were 
attending a conference on re- 
lations between the Kremlin 
and regional authorities. 

A few parliamentarians 
cautiously identified one or 
two positive elements in Mr. 
Yeltsin's speech, although 
they said it was not clear how 
the president could imple- 
ment his proposals. 

Yegor Gaidar, former re- 
formist prime minister and 
leader of the liberal Russia's 
Choice party — ■ the largest 
group in the Duma — said 
that Mr. Yeltsin's speech was 
"rather positive.” 

But he indicated that furth- 
er reaction was premature 
until concrete policies 
emerged from the president's 
pledge to pursue economic 
reform, currency stabilisa- 
tion, privatisation and the 
tight against inflation. 

"Our support or lack of 
support won’t be based on 
declarations, it will be based 
on practical policies,’* Mr. 
Gaidar said. 

However, he criticised the 
president for refusing to de- 
nounce Russia's use of armed 
force to crush secessionists in 
Chechenya. 


Mr. Yeltsin, referring to 
the military's botched hand- 
ling of the separatist rebellion 
in Chechenya, stressed the 
need for a more efficient and 
slimmed-down army, Bnt be 
gave no details how this 
would be done, or where the 
money would come from. 

Ultra-nationalist leader 
Vladimir Zhirinovsky re- 
jected the idea. He told jour- 
nalists: "A small professional 
army won’t save Russia.” In- 
stead. he urged a military 
regime. “The army is the 
only real force in the coun- 
try,” he said. 


Until now, Mr. Zhirinovs- 
ky's ultra-nationalists, the 
second- largest group in the 
Duma, has been one of Mr. 
Yeltsin's few allies on the 
Chechenya conflict. 

The German government 
said Mr. Yeltsin's speech 
showed the Russian president 
remained committed ro re- 
form and cooperation with 
the West. 

"President Yeltsin’s speech 
showed, in the view of the 
German government, that 
the Russian president re- 
mains committed to political 
and economic reform and 
cooperation with the West," 
deputy government spokes- 
man Herbert Schmuelling 
said. 

"As such, the government 
welcomes above all the 
emphatic avowal to develop 
the rale of law, especially in 
securing human rights and 
reforming the justice sys- 
tem." 


Russian Presidential aide 
Georgy Satarov said Friday 
Mr. Yeltsin will issue fewer 
personal decrees so that par- 
liament can begin playing a 
bigger role in decision- 
making. 

Quoted by the news agency 
Interfax, he told reporters 
that decrees issued by Mr. 
Yeltsin would also be subject 
to more stringent legal re- 
quirements. 

Since 1992, when he had 
difficulty getting legislation 
passed by a rebellious Sup- 
reme Soviet, Mr. Yeltsin has 
made extensive use of his 
constitutional powers to rale 
by decree. 

The Supreme Soviet, pre- 
decessor to the Duma, was 
dissolved in 1993. According 
to a new constitution adopted 
in December of that year, a 
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LENS IN ACTION: Goalkeeper Catch, first prize sports by David Spurdens, Sunday 
Photo contest and exhibition '95 (AFP photo) 


Express U.K. in the World Press 


Christopher: No hasty action on Jerusalem 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) 
— Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher has cautioned 
against "precipitous action" 
in moving the U.S. embassy 
in Israel to occupied Jeru- 
salem but admitted President 
BOi Clinton was sympathetic 
to an eventual move. 

Mr. Christopher told a 
House of Representatives 
sub-committee that Washing- 
ton did not want to do any- 
thing at present that would 
disrupt delicate talks between 
Israel and the Palestinians, 
especially over the sensitive 
issue of Jerusalem. 

In their 1993 peace deal, 
Israel and the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
made Jerusalem a “final sta- 
tus" issue to be decided in a 
three-year round of talks 
scheduled to begin next year. 

Earlier this month, two 
New York senators — Demo- 
crat Daniel Patrick Moynihan 
and Republican Alfonse 
D’ Amato — circulated a let- 


Cholera 
rife in 


Mogadishu 


MOGADISHU (AFP) — 
U.N. relief workers battled 
cases of cholera in Moga- 
dishu Friday as troops of the 
U.S.-led Operation United 
Shield checked security at the 
city’s port and airport after 
the firing of an anti-aircraft 


weapon. 

Many of Mogadishu's re- 
sidents rely for water on con- 
taminated wells, with the wa- 
ter moving around the city in 
drams on carts drawn by 
donkeys. 

The U.N. World Health 
Organisation (WHO) re- 
ported 533 confirmed cases of 
cholera in south Mogadishu 
the past two weeks, with 11 
deaths. 

It said the number of cases 
was levelling off, however, 
and that no cholera had been 
reported in north Mogadishu, 
which is controlled by self- 
styled President Ali Mahdi 
Mohammad. 

The agency also reported 
acute diarrhoea in several 
other regions of Somalia, but 
concluded that cholera was 
under control. 

The U.N. Children’s Fund 
(UNICEF) is chlorinating 
wells around south Moga- 
dishu. and both agencies are 
conducting a public aware- 
ness campaign. 

They are among the few 
agencies still active in Moga- 
dishu. 

Most expatriate relief 
agency staff have pulled back 
to Nairobi, the capital of 
neighbouring Kenya, while 
they wait to see" whether 
Somalia collapses into chaos 
after the last U.N. troops 
leave during the first week of 
March. 

Their retreat will be pro- 
tected by 2.600 U.S. marines 
and 500 Italian troops on rhe 
ground, gunships in the air. 
and 7,000 troops from Bri- 
tain. France, Italy, Malaysia, 
Pakistan and the United 
States aboard 18 warships. 

Task force spokesman Jer- 
ty Broeckert. a U.S. Marine 
lieutenant colonel, said Fri- 
day that United Shield troops 
were reconnoitering the land- 
ing beaches and the prie- 
meter of the area enclosing 


the port and airport, which 
will be sealed off when the 


E residential decree is equiva- 
:nt to legislation passed by 


lent to legislation passed by 
parliament. 


marines land. 

The reconnaissance follows 
the firing of a 37-mm anti- 
aircraft rocket two days ago 
which - seemed to have just 
been a test. 


ter calling for the U.S. 
embassy to be moved from 
Tel Aviv to Jerusalem once 
those talks end in 1999. 

"The president has indi- 
cated a good deal of sym- 
pathy for the position taken 
by that letter but he has also 
said he thinks we should do 
nothing to interfere or dis- 
rupt the process by which the 
parties might reach their own 
conclusion." Mr. Christopher 
said. 


“Until the parties have 
reached a derision on this 
subject T don’t think it would 
be appropriate for the United 
States to take some action 
that would be precipitous and 
might interfere with the 
peace process itself," the 
secretary of state added. 

Nevertheless, the implica- 
tion of his remarks — as in an 
interview with Reuters last 
week when he said the posi- 
tion of Mr. Moynihan and 
Mr. D’ Amato was “not diffe- 


rent from ours" — was that 
the administration would like 
to move the embassy once 
the Israei-PLO talks con- 
clude. 

U.S. officials and indepen- 
dent analysts say Jerusalem is 
probably the most difficult of 
all the issues facing Israel and 
the Palestinians. 

During his presidential 
campaign. President Bill 
Clinton told Jewish leaders in 
New York in March 1992: "I 
believe in the principle of 
moving our embassy to Jeru- 
salem, but I do not think we 
should do anything to inter- 
fere with the peace process." 

Since Mr. Clinton took 
office in January 1993. U.S. 
officials have preferred to say 
as little as possible on the 
issue, for fear of upsetting 
one side or the other and 
torpedoing the already shaky 
peace process. 

In his comments on Thurs- 
day, Mr. Christopher empha- 
sised it is the U.S. position 


Mestiri arrives in Kabul 


KABUL (Agencies) — A 
United Nations official ar- 
rived in Kabul on Friday 
armed with a peace plan de- 
signed to end the vicious civil 
war and establish a multi- 
party governing council. 

In an auspicious sign, 
Mahmoud Mestiri flew into 
Kabul airport, which was 
reopened Friday after having 
been closed for more than a 
year due to the heavy fighting 
that has devastated the capit- 
al. 

The airport terminal build- 
ing has beer, pounded by- 
rockets and several damaged 
and destroyed jets sit on the 
tarmac. But the United Na- 
tions. as well as the be- 
leaguered Afghans, hope that 
three vears of civil war will 


also include prominent 
Afghans not linked to any of 
the militias. 

Mr. Mestiri said he hoped 
the council could meet by 
Monday and assume control 
of the country at that point or 
soon after. 

Even if the council comes 
to power as planned, no one 
is predicting a smooth transi- 
tion. 


to happen tomorrow," Mr. 
Mestiri said. 

Mr. Mestiri is scheduled to 
meet the Talibans on Satur- 
day to try to persuade them 
to join the council — or at 
least encourage them not to 
attack the city. 


give way to peace. 

"No doubt about it. this is 
the closest we have been to 
an agreement," Mr. Mestiri 
told journalists. 

Mr. Mestiri’s plan calls for 
embattled President Burha- 
nuddm Rabbani to step aside 
and for the warring factions 
to join hands on a multi-party- 
council. Tne council would 


There is still sporadic fight- 
ing in Kabul. At least two 
people were killed Thursday 
night in rocket duels between 
government troops and 
Hezb-e-Wahadat, a Shiite 
Muslim militia. 

Also, the Talibans, a re- 
cently formed militia made 
up of religious students, has 
advanced to the southern 
outskirts of Kabul and many 
believe the group will try to 
take over the city. 


On the from lines just 15 
kilometres south of Kabul, 
Taliban leaders said their 
own ruling council would de- 
ride on the next move for the 


group. 

"The only thing we want in 
Afghanistan is an Islamic 
government, with Islamic 
laws and an Islamic system," 
said Mullah Bor Jan. the 
commander of the Taliban's 
frontline troops. 


The group has not agreed 
to take pan in the council. 
Mr. Mestiri conceded that 
the situation in Kabul was 
still uncertain. 

"Events are not very clear, 
we don’t know what's going 


The other Islamic militias 
say they want the same thing, 
but their three-year battle for 
power has discredited them 
in the eyes of many Afghans. 

"There is shelling, robbing 
and looting, this is not an 
Islamic government, this is 
not in the Koran," said Mr. 
Jan, who like many of the 
Taliban fighters wears a black 
turban. 


Algerian intellectuals targetted 


ALGIERS (AFP) — 
Another week of violence in 
Algeria has been marked by a 
spectacular series of murders 
of intellectuals, artists and 
political activists, the latest 
Friday of a journalist in the 
western town of Gdiel. 

An official statement 
announced the murder of the 
journalist. Djamel Ziater. 
who worked for the regional 
daily Al Djoumhoria (The 
Republic i. saying he was 
assassinated early Friday but 
giving no details of the cir- 
cumstances of the (tilling. 

His murder brings to 29 the 
number of journalists slain in 
attacks blamed by the author- 
ities on Islamic extremists 
waging a bloody war against 
the secular army-backed gov- 
ernment for the last three 
years. The violence is esti- 
mated ro have claimed 30,000 
lives. 

At the end of January. 
Islamic fundamentalists 
ordered their fighters to in- 
tensify military campaigns, 
and despite increased secur- 
ity, were able to hit right into 
the heart of the capital, 
Algiers. 

Some of the murders this 


week aimed at "symbolic" 
targets, killing the national 
theatre director. Azeddine 
Medjoubi. the famous musi- 
cian Rachid and the president 
of a feminist organisation. 
Nabiia Diahnine, 

However, these attacks 
were only the tip of the 
iceberg. Outside tbe capital, 
kidnappings, murders — 
often accompanied by mutila- 
tions — and intimidations 
continue unabated, according 
to reliable witnesses. 

"At night we have to barri- 
cade ourselves in our 
homes." a villager from the 
Kabylie region said. Isolated 
hamlets are most at risk. 
"There is no one to protect 
us," an old man explained. 

On Thursday, an opposi- 
tion coalition, the Movement 


-for the Republic (MPR), cal- 
led on Algerians to defend 


themselves, saying the secur- 
ity forces were not up to the 
job. This call to organise 
"self-defence" units against 
attacks by armed Islamic fun- 
damentalists was the first 
such move by a political 
group here. 

The army meanwhile con- 
tinued attacks on fun- 


damentalist stronghold in 
line with its strategy to 
"eradicate” armed militants. 

An official statement said 
that over 13 days. 105 armed 
fundamentalists had been kil- 
led both in Algiers and other 
parts of the country. There 
are no figures on the number 
of security forces killed. 

And for the first time, 
according to diplomatic 
sources in Tunis, an attack 
was reportedly launched in a 
neighbouring country when 
six Tunisian policemen were 
killed in the southern tourist 
region of Sendes. 

It was unknown whether 
this was an isolated action by 
a group wanting to obtain 
arms, or whether it formed 
part of a new strategy by 
Islamic fundamentalists to 
spread the violence to neigh- 
bouring countries because of 
their support for the Algerian 
authorities. 

According to official fi- 
gures, Islamic fundamental- 
ists last year carried out 2,725 
acts of violence targeting 
mainly infrastructures, trans- 
port and telecommunica- 
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"to assist those who are tak- 
ing risks for peace." Mr. 
Christopher said that because 
the Palestinian Authority 
“has taken major risks” in 
order to carry out the dec- 
laration of principles between 
Israel and PLO, “it is much 
in our interest to continue to 
support economic develop- 
ment within Gaza and 
Jericho.” 


With tbe Palestinians have 
had difficulty containing ter- 
ror within both areas, Mr. 
Christopher said he believes 
that during the past 10 days 
or two weeks PLO Chairman 
Yasser Arafat “has recog- 
nised that the terrorism is 
really aimed directly at him 
... because the terror is 
undermining his ability to 
govern." He noted that Mr. 
Arafat has “taken stronger 
steps” than before, including 
the arrest of large numbers of 
.members of the Islamic 
Jihad. 


amid uncertain power shifts 


Hamas C 

threatens n< 

to kill Musa — 


Arafat 


bers stopped. 

“The bullets of Qassam 
will not be forgiving,” read 
a statement signed by Izze- 
dine Al Qassam, the milit- 
ary wing of Hamas. 

"The filth of the military 
intelligence, headed by 
Musa Arafat, bave arrested 
many Qassam heroes and 
[Hit them in jails,’' said the 
statement distributed at Fri- 
day prayers at Palestine 
Mosque, a Hamas stron- 
ghold in Gaza City. 

The statement marked 
the first strong anti- 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) warning 
issued in Gaza since dashes 
between Palestinian police 
and Hamas supporters left 
13 people dead on Nov. 18. 

“You must know Musa 
Arafat, and all those behind 
you, that we will not remain 
helpless this time ... we 
have been quiet for too 
long,'* the Qassam state-, 
ment said. 

The security offidal is no 
relation to Yasser Arafat, 
the PLO chief and head of 
the Palestinian self-rule au- 
thority. 

“To the honourable 
brothers in the Palestinian 
Authority, we ask you and 
those in Fateh to stop peo- 
ple like that. We don't want 
to create strife," Qassam 
said. 

It was tbe first mention of 
arrests among Hamas's 
armed wing. 

Hamas said “the Jews, 
through their agents” in the 
‘ self-rule authority sought to 
cause a bloodbath among 
Palestinians. 

“We in the Izzedine Al 
Qassam brigades will not 
stand idle this time and your 
savage arrest of any holy 
straggler from Qassam will 
exact a very heavy price,” 
the statement said. 

Palestinian police have 
cracked down on radicals, 
rounding up 20 Hamas men 
in the last two weeks, 
according to Emad Faluji, a 
leader of the group. 

But he said none of them 
were Hamas armed mili- 
tants, and nor had police 
impounded weapons, which 
the Qassam statement 
claimed. 

About 30 members of 
Islamic Jihad, a smaller 
group responsible for killing 
21 Israelis near Tel Aviv last 
month, were also detained. 

Like most Hamas politic- 
al leaders, Mr. Faluji dis- 
sociates himself from his 
group's aimed wing. “This 
is not our way of dealing 
with matters," he said of the 
threat. 

At Palestine Mosque, 
meanwhile, Hamas suppor- 
ters staged a short play 
mocking Palestinian police 
as corrupt and siding with 
collaborators against those 
fighting the Israelis. 

In one scene, a Palesti- 
nian police officer, dressed 
in a green beret and dark 
sunglasses, sat in his office 
with his feet propped on his 
desk. 

An assistant brought in a 1 
collaborator with Israel - 
The suspect was about to be 
sent to a cell when the 
officer’s phone rang and he 1 
was ordered by a superior to 
release the man. 

At few minutes later, a 
bearded Islamic aci vist was 
brought in on charges he 
fired at an Israeli ai.ny pat- 
rol. The office beat the sus- 
pect. ordered his men to 
send him to a cell and then 
shouted, as they walked 
away, to "kill him." 

Hamas and Islamic Jihad have 
claimed responsibility for a 
number of attacks since 
October that have killed 56 
Israelis. 

A pro-Arafat mosque 
preacher on Friday accused 
Syria of backing the suicide 
bombers in order to disrupt 
the Israel-PLO autonomy 
accord and prevent the ex- 
pansion of self-rule to the 
West Bank. Israel has said 
that it would not withdraw 
from West Bank towns until 
Mr. Arafat proved he could 
foil suicide attacks. 

"Syria used to be very 
concerned about getting 
back every inch of Palesti- 
nian territory,” Sheikh Hi- 
jazi Birbari said at the 
Kateeba Mosque where Mr. 
Arafat attended noon 
prayers. 

"Why doesn't Syria send 
its own suicide bombers to 
Israel?” asked the preacher. 


(Continued on page 7) 
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GAZA CITY (Agencies) — 
The armed wing of the Isla- 
mic Resistance Movement, 
Hamas, threatened Friday 
to kill one of Yasser Ara- 


fat’s top security officials 
unless the arrest of its mem- 


LONDON (AP) — The 
Prince of Wales has rarely 
been blessed this enthusiasti- 
cally. Los Angeles’ Crenshaw 
elite high school gospel choir 
delivered an inspired rendj. 
tion of God bless the Prince 
of Wales to Prince Charles at 
his home in London’s St 
James' Palace. “It was 
wonderful,” he said. “You 
must teach the Welsh how to 
sing it." The prince, who fust 
met the choir during a visit to 
Los Angeles in November, 
invited them to his home 
when he heard they planned 
a European tour. His charity, 
the Prince's Trust, helped £ 
organise accommodation and* 
transport for the choir. Choir 
mistress Iris Stevenson 
brushed off royal protocol to 
give Prince Charles a hug as 
she had on their last meeting 
“The kids thinks of the prinefe 
as a friend," Ms. Stevenson 
said. “He's very kind and 
he's made a big impression 
on them. We pray far the ' 
prince in his daily duties and 
it comes from our hearts." 
Afterwards, the choir toured 
the cavernous palace. "It’s a 
gorgeous place — and big 
too. if I might say so," said 
16-year-old soloist Leland Ju- 
lian. 
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Police halt 
classes at Illegal” 
university 
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SKOPJE (R) — Macedonian 
police stopped lectures at an 
Albanian-language universi- 
ty, declared illegal by the 
authorities, within hours of it 
opening near the western 
town of Tetovo Thursday. 
Eyewitnesses said there was 
no violence but university 
rector Fadil Stdejman threatened to 
call on ethnic Albanians to 
prevent police intervening*.! 
again Friday. Sources at the 
private Albanian Television 
(ART) in Tetovo said police 
stopped classes after 90 mi- 
nutes and prevented lectures 
in philosophy and the theory 
of literature.'- A police 
spokesman said about 80 stu- 
dents had gathered on Alba- 
nian religious premises in the 
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village of Poroj outside Teto- 
vo where most of the popula- 


vo where most of the popula- 
tion are ethnic Albanians. He 
alleged that Mr. Sulejman 
told police that “the universi- 
ty will continue to work, no 
matter what the price, and. 
that if police continue to pre- 
vent the lectures he will call 
on 200,000 Albanians to de- 
fend him." 
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Taiwanto bar 
ex-convicts 
from elections 


suffers new 
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TAIPEI (AP) — Taiwan wilt 
restrict the political aspire-' 
tions of former convicts in a 
bid to curb the growing influ- 
ence of organised crime in 
politics. Justice Minisoy offi- 
cials said. Those convicted of 
involvement in seven types of 
felonies — including drug 
trafficking, extortion, pros- 
titution, possession of 
firearms and organised crime 
— will be barred from run- 
ning for elected posts, the 
officials said. First-time con- 
victs would be allowed to nm 
five years after their release if 1 
they had not committed addi- 
tional crimes, the officials : 
said. Second offenders', 
however, would be banned , 
for life, they added. Tbe ^ 
proposal, which still needs 
approval from the Central 
Election Commission and 
parliament, was made in view 1 
of the growing number of 
gangsters involved in election 
activities, the officials saidJ 
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AIX-EN-PRO VENCEj 
France (AFP) — An 83-year- 
old man suffering from pros- 
tate cancer has been sent-, 
enced to 15 years in prison 
for killing his wife, thus be- 
coming France's oldest prison - 
inmate,- court officials bet® 
announced. Basile Roditis.- 
who was sentenced Tuesday 
by the court, was charged 
with fatally shooting his wife 
iNorma, 79, in the throat last 
October. He claimed that bar 
I death was a suicide hot the 
ample's four children testi- 
fied that their motheF was not 
depressed and described tnen - 
father as a tyrant who defflaiF 
ded "absolute submission fe- 
from his wife- Mr- | 

defended himself by attribut- . 
ing his temper to sexual ptw*. 
lems he experienced bee®*, 
of his cancer treatment. 
couple had been ntan^^.^ 
years. ^ . 
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